oO ou - 


a 
f 




















BY BLAIR AND RIVES. 








NE 


27th Cone........2p Sess. 


Continued from No. 14. 
shall return said papers, both original and record, to the Gene- 
ral Land Office 

This amendment was discussed by Messrs. MCROBERTS, 
LINN, HUNTINGTON, and MOUTON, and then agreed to. 

Mr. TAPPAN submitted the following amendment, whieh, 
after a few remarks in its support, was agreed to: 

“That the clerk of the Circuit Court of the United States in 
which suits under the act shall be instituted, shail, on the insti- 
tution of each suit, inform the Secretary ofthe Treasury thereof, 
and the quantity of lands claimed in the same.” 

Mr. BENTON moved to amend (he bill by adding the follow- 
ing proviso: 

“And provided, further, that no claim shall be tried under 
this act which has been heretofore reje ted by a board of com- 
missioners, or which was not duly filed for examination before 
such board, previous to the passage of this act hereby intended 
to be revived, or the validity of which lias been denied in any 
treaty with the powers under which the claim originated, or 
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which shall have been reported against by any curninittee of 
Congress, and the report concurred in by the Hiouse.”’ 
Mr. BENTON deemed it uecessary ius a guard against 





frauds, &c. 

Messrs. BERRIEN and HENDERSON opposed it because i 
was equivalent to a nullification of the bill. 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, the amendment was divided 
into four clauses, and the question taken separately on each. 
He demanded the yeas on the first clause—in the tollowing 
words: 

‘and provided, further, that no claim shai! be tried under this 
act which has heretofore been rejected by a commission.” 

The question was taken by yeas and nays, and decided as 
follows : 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Clayton King, MeRoberts, 
Prentiss, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, White, and 
Woodbury—11. 

NAYS— Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Evans, Ful- 
ton, Graham, He rson, Kerr, Linn, Mangum, Mouton, Porter, 
Preston, Sevier, Smitii of Indiana, and Tallinadge—17. 

The second clause in the following words, 
on acount, yeas 10, nays 
examination before such board, previous to the passage of this 
act, hereby intended to be revived.” 

The third clause, inthe following words, was agreed to: “or 
the validity of whieh has been dented ia any treaty with the 
power under which the claim originated. . : 

The fourth clause, in the words following, was disagreed to by 
yeas 13, nays 15: “or which shall have been reported against 
by any cominiitee of Congress, and the repor 
the House.”’ 

There being no further proposition to amend the bill, it was 
reported to the Senate; and 

The question being Shall! the bill be engrossed for a third 
reading ? 

Mr. BENTON demanied the yeas and nays on that question; 
which were ordered, and were— 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Bagby, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, 
Choate, Fulton, Graham, Henderson, Kerr, King, Linn, MeRo- 
berts, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Motehead, Mouton, Porter, 
Preston, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, and Woodbridge—2}. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clayton, Evans, 
Pierce, Prentiss, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, White, 
and Woodbury—l1. 

On motion of Mr. MANGUM, the Senate then went into 
Executive session, and after some time spent therein, ad. 
ourned. 











was disagreed to 


1s: “or which was not duly filed for 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, February 10, 1840. 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

The SPEAKER announced the following members of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, in the place of those members 
who were yesterday excused from further service thereon: 

Mr. E. D. Wuirte, of Louisiana; Mr. A. H. Suepperp, 
of North Carolina; Mr. Isaac E. Hoimes, of South Carolina: 
Mr. R. Cuapman, of Alabama; and Mr. M. A 
Georgia. 

So the committee, as now Organized, consists ef the following 
members: 

Mr. Joun Q@. ADAMS, Of Massachusetts; Mr. ©. Cusnine, ot 
Massachuseit:; Mr. tl. Evi r, of Vermont; Mr. Franets 
Grancer, of New York; Mr. &. U0. Warre, of Louisiana: Mr. 
A. H. Smepperp, of North Carolina; Mr. Isaac E Loumes, of 
South Carolina; Mr. R. Cuapman, of Alabama; and Mr. M.A. 
Cooper, of Georgia. 

LAND PATENTS. 

Mr. HOWARD of Michigan, on leave given, offered the fol 
lowing resolution, which was adopted 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be in- 
structed toinquire and ascertain whether the laws relating to 
the recording of patents have been complied with, and 
report by bill or other wise 

Mr. MOORE of Louisiana, on leave . moved that the 
Committee on Private Land Claints be discharved fiom the fur 
ther consideration of the papers im the case of Mark Burnham 
agrecd to, 
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that they 





On leave given, petitions and memorials were presented by 
the following members, and were referred to the appropriate 
committees: 

Mr. GERRY, of Pennsylvania 

Mr. GWEN, of Mississippi 

[The petition presenteu by Mr. G. wa3 canst the repeal of 
the Bankrupr law. } 








Mr. THOMPSON, of Mis ppl. 

Mr. MORGAN, of New York 

On leave given, Mr. STEE (ROP moved that certain papers 
on file in the Clerk’s office in relation tothe completion ot the 
Cumterlid roa! to OQnlo, b referredto the C mmittee on 


Roads a Canals. Agreed to 
Mr. BRIGGS (on leave given) reported the following resoly- 


tion from the Cominittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 
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which (afier a remark from Mr. B. explanatory of the necessity 
of its adoption to the consideration of a case before that com 
mittee) was adopted 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
Roads be authorized to examine witnesses 
B Ozgle Tayloe, now pending before them 

Mr. STANLY inquired of the Speaker what was the order of 
busimess. 

Before the Speake r had re sponded - 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER said there was a question pending before the 
House 

Mr. FIELMORE withdrew his motion. 

OPERATION OF TIE TARIFF LAWS. 

The unfimsbed business of the morning hour was the follow- 
ing resolution, heretofore reported from the Committee on Ma- 
nufactures 

Resolved, That the Committee on Manufactures be autho- 
rized 0 send for witnesses and take testimony on the subject of 
the present tariff laws, their operation upon the interests of tne 
country, and the alteration which those interests may require. 

To which resolution Mr. Brown, of Tennessee, had bereto- 
fore offered the following amendment 


ou the petitio 

















“Provided said committee shall not take the testimony ofany 
person or persons interested in the subjects about which th: y 
, 


may be examined 

And the question immediately pending was on the motion of 
Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS to Jay the whole subject on the table 

Mr. GAMBLE asked the yeas and nays thereon; 
ordered. 

Mr. ATITERTON moved that there be a call of the House; 
which was ordered. 

Aod the roll having been called, 163 members answered to 
her names 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS moved that all further proceedings 
on the call be dispensed with. 

The motion was (by ayes 54, noes not counted) rejected 

And the names of the absentees having been called, 176 
members appeared to be present 

The doors of the hall were then closed 

A tew excuses were received; afier which al} further pro 


which were 


ceedings on the call were saspended 

And the doors of the hal! were opened. 

The question then recurred, and (alter some conversation 
vetween Mr. SMITH of Pennsy!vania and the SPEAKER) was 
taken on the motion of Mr. L. WitttaMs to lay the whole sub- 
jecton the table; and it was decidedin the aflirmative, as fol- 
lows: 

Yt AS—Messrs. Atherton, Bidlack, Bowne, Brewster, Aaron 
V. Brown, Milten Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, William 
Butler, Greeo W. Caldwell, John Campbell, William B. 
Campbell, T. J. Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Casey, Chap- 
man, Clifford, Clinton,Coles, James Cooper, Mark A. Cooper 
Cross,Daniel, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, 
Dean, Deberry, Doan, Doig, Eastman, Joha ©. Edwards, Eg 
bert, Ferris, John G. Floyd, Charles A. Fioyd, Thomas F. 
Foster, Gamble, Gentry, Gerry, Gilmer, Goggin, Gordoa, Gra- 
ham,Gustine, Gwin, Habersham, Harris, John Hastings, 
Houck, ffouston, Hubard, Hunter, Isaac D. Jones, Keim, 
Andrew Kennedy, Littlefield, Lowell, Abraham McClellan, 
Robert McClellan, McKeon, Mallory, Marchand, Alfred 
Marshal!, Mathews, Medill, Meriwether, Miller, Moore, New. 
hard,Owsley, Partridge, Payne, Pope, Powell, Proffit, Ray- 
ner, Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Ro sevelt, 
Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, Shields, William 
Smith, Snyder, Sprigg, Stanly, Steenrod, Sumter, Sweney, 
John B. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Warren, Washi- 
ington, Watterson, Lewis Williams, Christopher H. Williams, 
Joseph L. Williams, Wise, and Wood—103. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alien, 8S. J. Andrews, Arnold, 
Aycrigg, Babcock, Beker, Barton, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, 
Botts, Briggs, Brock way, Burnell, Calhoun, Childs, Chittenden, 
Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, John Edwards, Everett, 
Fessenden, Fillmore, A. Lawrence Foster, Gaies, Giddings, 
Patrick G. Goode, Granger, Green, Hall, Halsted, W. 8S. Hast- 
ings,Henry, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, James Irvin, W. W. Ir- 
win, James, J. P. Kennedy, Lane, awrence, Linn, Samson 
Mason, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Morgan, Morris, Mor- 
row, Osborne, Pearce, Ramsey, B. Randall, Randolph, Ri-g- 
wavy.W. Russell, J. F Simontoa, Slade, 
Solle rs, Stokely, Tali rro, Rich- 
ard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland. Triplet. Elward D 
Wiite, Thoinas W. Willams, Winthrop, Yorke, Augustus 
Young, and John Young—79. 

Sothe resolution and amendment were laid onthe table 

On mo'ion of Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, the House 
took up the bill entitled “An act to provide for the early dispo- 
sition of the lands lying In the State of Alabama, acquired from 
the Cherokee Indians by the treaty of 29:h of December, 1835 

Which was read athird time and passed 

Mr SALTONSTALL submitted to the Speaker that t! 
was aoother resoluiion, which had been re 
Committee on Manu‘actures. 

The SPEAKER said that the resolution reported yester’ay 
by the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Stanty] from the 
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Committee on Public Expenditures authorizing that commit. 
teetoemplov aclerk, was nextin ordes, 

Mr. PROFFIT asked the 1s an! nays on the adoption of 
the resolution: which were lered. 

And the question being about to be taker 

M:. STANLY said tha the House refused a clerk to the 
committee, they wo r on hie, individually, a favor, 
inasmuch as it woul bim a great deai of labor, and leave 








him lei-ure to devo her things. But if the Whig party 
intended to redeem the pledg they had made to the cou:try 
hev conlkinot ploymentefl aclerx to enable the 
commiutiee srry Out the oblec’s of its creation 

The commuter hal received letters from the Secr tary of 


War aad the Auditors, &c. siaiing that unless the co nmitt-e 
had some one to write for them, the information sought could 
not be furnished 
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The committee had instructed him unanimously to report the 
resolution, (all the members being present but one.) 

Mr. GENTRY approved, he said, of the object which the 
gentleman had in view, but he disapproved of one of the senti- 
ments he had expressed. He, Mr. G. thought the gentleman 
did not seriously entertain it. Hfe, Mr.G. had no doubt that 
the gentleman desired to see reform and retrenchment intro- 
duced into the administration of the Government. That gen- 
tlemen knew that many abuses had existed. It was the object 
ol the committee to ferret out these abuses, and they desired 2 
clerk that they might be enabled to doit. Yet the gentleman 
had said thatif the House would not allow a clerk he would be 
much gratified. He, Mr. G. thought the gentleman was mis- 
taken In this; that he was sincerely desirous that the proper 
aud patriotic object which the committee had in view should 
be carried out. And such confidence had he, Mr. G. in that 
zentleman and other members of the committee, and so impor- 
tant didhe deem it that such investigations should be made, 
and that the exposes to which these investigations must lead 
shonld take piace, that he regarded it as sound economy as well 
as patiiotism to authorize the employment of a clerk. He 
hoped the gentdeman trom North Carolina would retract the 
sentiment. 

Mr. STANLY expressed his gratification at the opinion which 
the gentleman trom Tennessee [Mr. Gentry) had expressed of 
him. He, Mr. 8. was tolerably fond of work, and all he in- 
tended to say was, that, by refusing a clerk, (inasmuch as the 
investigations of the committee could not be carried on w@hout 
one.) the House would jeave at his disposal leisure of which he 
could make a most beneficial use for his coustituents and for 
himself. He would, however, accept what the gentleman from 
Tennessee had intimated. as a substitute for what he had said. 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN observed that he had supposed 
that all this extravagance inthe public expenditures of the last 
Administration had been known before the last election, and he 
thought the Whig party went before the country with such a 
certain knowledge of their existence, that they could put their 
fingerson every oveof them. What did they now hear?) Why 
after the present Administration had been in power almost a 
twelve month—after two sessions of Congress, the committee 
came before the House, asking for aclerk to enable them to 
ferret out abuses supposed to exist. What have all the seven 
oreight committees of the House on the expenditures of the 
different departinents of the Government been doing?) Where 
was the commitiee of which the gentleman from Virginia 
{Mr. GttmMeER]| was chairman, which was raised for this very 
object? Besides these committees, they had heard of commis- 
sioners to examine into the abusesand corruptions in the ex- 
penditures in the public buildings at Washington, and of the 
custom-house at New York. And yet, now, after al’ the ma- 
chinery fad been at work during nearly one whole year, and 
embracing nearly two sessions of Congress, we are told they 
cannot discover the corruption and extravagance charged as 
know against the late Admmnistration,unless that one committee 
shall have aclerk. This was truly the mountain in Jabor pro- 
ducing a mouse. 

Were they to begin to find out abusesat this late day, when 
they were pointed out as certainly existing before the elections? 
IIe (Mr. B.’ never believed these abuses to exist; and since 
such along time had elapsed since the present Administration 
came into power without their being able to discover them, he 
was the more confirmed in that opinion. For one, he would 
not incur the unnecessary expense of employing a Clerk, un 
der the vain expectation of finding out something to sanction 
the charges that had been made. He believed that the commit. 
tee raised specially for the purpose was all-sufficient. It was 
time to economize the expenditures of the Government, for it 
was evident they were running beyond the revenue; and if they 
did not know that abuses existed, let us not, said he, go into a 
wild goose chase to huntfor them. For one, he did not believe 
thatany good would come out of the examination; and while 
he would vote for any and all committees that might be asked 
to search out the abuses charged, he would not votea single 
dollar out of the public treasury to be expendedin any such 
wild goose chase. Let it be done by members, as some return 
for their eight dollars a day. They had hearc of a commission 
at New York to point out extravagances in the custom-house 
at that place, aud it was said that this commission would lead to 
the exposure of some gross abuses; but as yet the House had 
heard no information from that commission. The expense of 
that commission, too, was no doubt a very heavy one. For 
one, he trusted that they shouid have some practical reform in 
lof new expenses 


stead 
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Mr. MERIWETHER said he had not expected that the gen- 
Ueman trom Pennsylvania [Mr. Brown] would vote for this re- 
solution. He [Mr. B.] was-one of those sensitive gentlemen 
who did not like to look back on the expenditures of the past 
Administration. The country, it was true, had received know- 
edge of some of the abuses in expenditures which existed, but 


notofall. Ifthe gent!eman thought there had been no extrava- 
eance. he was mistaken. Let the committee havea clerk, and 
th would show that abuses existed. If the gentleman be 


eved that his own party was Innocent of the charges which had 
een made against it, why not submit to the investigation? To 


cny it would be to deny jusuce to his own party, because, if 


Sener Ses to appear so, and he (Mr. M) 
hoped that no other member of the Democratic party would 
vote against the resolution 


Mr. M. allu 





ras 
y would be made 





to the ineffectual efforts which had been so 
frequently made to get at the report of the Commissioners on 
New ¥ custom-honse, and to the fact that the resolution 


and 
object was only passed ai last by ber 


y being introduced in its 
order as the reportol a commitiee. 









This proposition to employ a clerk had been no party matter 
fore thecommittee. Gentlemen of both parties had voted i r 

Tre committee could not ¢-t along without a clerk, and he 

deither thatthe committee might he relieved from its obli- 
ration, or a clerk should be allowed. Mr. M. moved the previ- 
ous question 

Mr. PROFFIT eaid that his friend from North Carolina [Mr. 
StTanty] had made an appeal to the Whig party for this clerk, 
and he would get it. ' 
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He (Mr. P.) had a word to say w the gentleman from Penn- 


sylvania,{Mr. Brown.] Mr. P. thoughtthat the gentleman was 
in error in not immediately coming forward and seconding in- 
vestig into he allairs of this Government. 

Mr. BROWN (Mr. P. yielding for the purpose) explained 
He said would vote for a8 maby Committees of investigation 
isa nan, but he was not willing to pay too dear for the 
whi i % wish to pay extra for these things; he 
wi ito ge em lor the $3 per diem made tu members o! 
Cc re 


accept d the gentleman’s ex 


Mr. PROFFIT resumed. He 
eman thought that the committee 


i The gen 

competent themselves to do this duty But thec 
lhe (Mr. P.) was willing 
What w i be the consequence of the refusal toemploya 

I'l mmmittee would say that they had been prevented 
the want of aclerk. Now, he was for 
liuures of the Government be made 
yountry It was the policy of the party 
which had lately been defeated before the people, to adopt 
nat course. 


Mr. P ex} 


wete 
ommittee said 


to take their word. 


ey were lio at 


mak posures for 


himself will 


+, but Was 


committee which might aid in 





ng not only to vote for giving 
willing to give a clerk to any 
laying before the country 
Government honestly and-in good 


Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS said that he was opposed in general 





» allowing clerks to standing committees, and he had uni 
fou y v list them The difference in the presentcas 
W { Stat committees had no journals to kee}; they 
if por ( he tlouse which were fled by the Clerk, 
‘ j © rece were recorded in abound book. Butit 
was a t thing with Committees of Investigation. They 
mi ! 3 their proceedings; they must record 
te y id this he knew, by experience, could not be 


0 itt it 4 erk While, therefore, he woulddeny a 


pa andi committee, he thought it was due to the 
gentlema yn North Carolina, (Mr. STanty,} due to 
the Fiouse, and due to the committee, that they should have a 
clerk 

uc. GILMER presumed that the gentleman from Pennsy!va- 
nia alluded to t mimittee that was raised last session, under 
he re ition that he offered to the House. He would state to 


ymmittee still existed—that 


it Was pro- 
hough he trusted surely, in the 


accomplish 









‘ i xr which it was created. It would 
i I rea it a t ra session &@ proposition Was 
ma to e ll easki ive rtie committce to sit fer 
ti luri & rece , and for power to send for persons 
Lpel he Hou did nots i to accede to the propo- 
1u0n 

jiud the Hous v he power asked for, it would have en- 
Ned the Committee toelicita vast deal of important informa- 
m. “Vhe jects of tliat committee were very Comprehensive, 

uti touly toa reducuion of expenditure, but to a reduc 





{ patronage of the 1 xecutive. 
he civil list, but the military 


Mr. G. observed that the c« 


It « ompre- 
and naval de- 


mmittee h ad been en- 


ra responding extensively withall the principal cus- 

tom uses and ost offices of the United States, and hac 
» 1 

nade personal inquires of ail e departinents at the seat of 


svernine inviting them allto suggest such information as 
woulda é mimiittee j accomplishing the end in view. 
Hew | weay how much, or how little aid had been 
ra »> the committee in answer to these various Inquiries, 
Bae ts ; hat the time would come when the committee 
would be able to make a reporton all the facts they had col- 
lected. Before he took his seat, he would say afew words with 
regard to the particular subject under consideration. We re- 
used iias asmall matter. He was for economy, retrench- 
' aud reform, and not parsimony. He was prepared ts 
rece io the request uf any committee, to employ a clerk 
wheuever they deemed itnecessary forthe performance of the 
Juties assigned them 
Vic. LINN said the only question for the House to decide was 
whether, in the important Investigation which the committee 


to make, it Was necessary thata clerk should be employed 
Asan evidence on that point, he would state to the House what 


had already transpired in relauion to the duties of t 


is Com- 

nitiee. 
Mr. L. then adverted briefly to the character of the duties 
whi ie committee had to discharge, and adverted (as Mr 
STANLY had done) to the notification received by that commit- 


from heads of Departments that it was utte rly Impossible 
tniormation, &c, to be procured, unless 
rite nt sume one to discharge that duty. 


FI papers, 


























Mic. THOMPSON of Mississippi inquired whether there 
nitfees on the expenditures of each Department, 
: nee ofthe subjects which the gentleman said 
vere Investigating, and whether this Committee 
ix liuures was intended to supersede all the 
vihers? 
‘ir. LUNN (very indistinctly heard) was understood to say 
was (rue that such committees did exist; but that, at the 
Canes it had been decided that the Commit- 
p expenditures had the jurisdiction over the mat- 
Wy ' isiavestigation. ‘The committees an the 
' rtm re contined rather to the expenditures of the 
to oth F objects 
low in arduo ity tomake these investigations, and it 
i) i : \ ne thatthe Committee on Public c 
; 1 »make one Uthe of the investigations ins the 
‘ ’ expenditures and great abuses which 
y xi 
be | llouse wou - either give them the means of 
ais izations vould discharge them. Mr. L. 
i v pore i esttol 
Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi desired that a note to the 
rule. (| his might be read 
8) cled to 
t STANL\ ifin order, he would remark that the sub- 
of mileage had yet to be examined by the Committee on 
Public Ex ditures. ‘Phere was no committee on that. 
Phe previous quest n Was then seconded 
Mr. 8 ELDS asked the yeas and nays on ordering the main 
juestio were refused, 7 
And the main question was ordered to be put. 
Mr. CHARLES BROWN asked the yeas and nays on the 
main juestion; which were ordered. . 


Anithe main questioa (being on tion of 


the ado; tL.@ resolu: 


| 
| y 


CONGRESSION AL GLOBE, 











uuon) was then taken and decided 
nays ee 


u the whrmative 


> resolution was adopted 
GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the House again resolved itselt 











into Committee of the Whole en th ule of the Untor Mi 
Bulcecs of Massachusetts in the chai and resumed the consi- 
leration of ne eee appropriations forthe civil and diplo 
matic expenses of the Government rthe yea 12 

rhe reading of the bill by clauses was th imenced, ar 
the tirstclau was read, as follows 

For pay and mileage of the members of Congress and De 

es tror he Territories, in addition to th um already 


priated to that yect, during the | iL SSS1011, 





SILMER asked if this was the last reading the bill would 

receive. He sonsamenieiad oiliaaa . t 

was not prepared with them now He did not 

the committee, but ifno other gentleman was ready, as there 

was much other business, he would suggest the propriety of 
1¢ bill aside till to-morrow, or that the chairman of the 


laying tl 
Committee of Waysand Means fix some ovsidera 


mus amendments, bu 





wish to detain 





day tor its 
ion. 

Mr. FILLMORE 
1 


said he should be verry happy to accommo- 
late the io 


leman from Virginia, if it was possible to as 
lay when the bill might be cor red; but the gentleman 
too well acquainted rs of this House tot 
fora moment that it 


rmne ih acvane 
1 


gent 








with proceedi 
was possible to dete 





thing done here. It wasof vast Impertance hattl 11 sho 
immediately acted on, and he hoped the gentleman would 
not Move to postpo eit 
Mr. GILMER said if it would be for him to offet 
amer dments after the bill had been hr uch. h * , we 








1 with it. 
sald that, as 


objection to now procee 


The CHAIRMAN 





had been gone through, amendments could be re veal 
The first clause,as given above, was then passe 
The second clause was then read, as fo'low 


“For pay of the officers and clerks of the Sei 
of Representatives, in ad 
bject during the present session, 


hundred dollars 


dition to the sum atready a 


o that 




















Mr. CUSHING meved to amend t clause by striking ov 
‘twelve’? and inserting “fil! ras tore iousand 
five hundred dollars He said he found by the repo nbn 
ted by the committee that appropria had been heretofui 
made without the authority of law: a wher y had beer 
co lin previous bills, they had inserted them in this to 

ave another bill upon the subject t amount of S82.000: 
which it was supposed that Congress w tlegitimate. He 
referred to the report accompanying this bill, showing this 
fact. and also that the committee had omilte imilar apm 
priations to the amount of $3,000. He supposed, under the 
rules ol the House, the committee was bour lto on i all these 


appropriations thus referred to. He found this rule 
“No appropriation shall be reported in such general appro- 

priation bills, or be in order as an amendment thereto, { 

expen diture not previously authorized by law— unless in con- 

tinuation of appropriations for such public works and objects 

as are already in progress, al 











d for the contingencies for carry- 











ing on the several departments of the Governme 

Now, it was obvi ae that the exception in the rule did no 
cover the case of clerks, whether of this House, or any de pait- 
mentof the Governm or any bureau. It seemedto him 
that the committee were bound to be consistent, either, in pur- 


suance of this rule, to omit all those 
rized by acts of Congress, or, If they 


ipp: 
omitted any portion of 


priauions not autho. 





them, to placeal!l on the same fowting. If was not for them to 
decide which the House would or would notapprove. He beg- 


ced jeave to express hisobligations tothec 
done what had not been done of late—for presenting a report in 
explanation of the bill, and thus giving to the members of 
this Ilouse the means of following this in its various items, and 
ascertaining the authority forthem. There were in this bill 
various appropriations for clerks not authorized by law, or 
otherwise, except as they were san cioned by previous bills 
In putting in some of the clerks, the committe e he ud undertaken 
to decide that they should be retained 1 in omitting others, 
to decide that appropriations for them were not to be renewed 
by any general law. He objected to thecourse the commiriee 
had taken in discriminating between the twocases. They 
should have left to the House complete jurisdiction over this 
matter. If there was to bea general law makin 
clerks and other he desired ihat 
equally, and that they might cover all cass 
havea fair consideration on their merits wit! being pr 
ed by being omitted in this bill. He had moved thisamer 
in order that if there were an appropriation on the 
might be for the existing clerks of 


Mmnittee 


for having 








= prov is} ‘i for 
| micht fare 


» that they 





officers. then 


might 





judg. 
dment 
subject, it 





He further read from the report of the committe wing 
that, in fixing the amount of appropriation, the had heen an 
omission for twoclerks. Thecause of the omission for these 
two clerks, 80 far as appeared on the face of the rey he said 
seemed to be that there was no specific provision in previous 
a propriation acts for (hem Ifthisywas the groundon which the 
the committee acte 1, (hey were 10 error, 

Ue referred to th appropriall a bills of the several Ss10ns 
of 1838-39, 1839-40, a: 1I8t0-41, to show hat this item of 
$3,000 for these two clerks was in fact contained in these appro- 


priationacts, Allthe clerks constituting the cleric eree of 
the House were together provided for in the 
lt anpeared, therefore, hat this apy ropriation of 83.000 wasau- 


thorized, by being inserted in previous appropriation biils as a 












specific appropriation, to the ame vcegreeast sunioe 82.000 
which the committee had inserted in this bill. It y remained 
to inquire whether there was any substantial reas whv these 
clerks should be struck rom the clerical force of the House. 

he committee had not said that they were not necce v. He 
believed it might shown that they were needed in the ces, 
and the question recurres iwhy the distinction should be made 
He did not know what answe* would be given on 1 subject, 
but until somegatisiactory reason was ¢iven, he vas prepar d 


to vote for his amendment 

Mr. FILLMORE, chairman of the Committee of Wavs 
eans, said, perhaps it was as well that this ques 
early raised with reference to several approy 
this bill. Tf he could hope for the attention of the few mem- 
bere of the committee who remained here, he would endeavor 
to explain the general principle that governed the committee in 


at d 
tion was thus 
riations made in 





making the recommendations they had made, and in omitting 
appropriations which they had omitted 


Itappeared in the re- 


port, from their 
about 1836 large 


investigation, it was disc 
appropriations had 
| two House 
ments—and conunued 
law. 

The quest en presente committee whether 
th should continue these asfpropriations without bringing the 
yledge of the House. or a nce strike them out, 


covered, that since 
been made for officers— 
of Congress, and others in the Depart- 
from year to year without authority of 


are 


in the 





tself to the 

















nd ask to repcrt a bill legalizing such of them as were neces 
sary. Knowing the extreme uncertainty of every thing in this 
House, and the possibility, tf these officers were deprived of 

ir appropriations in this bill, that the other bill would not 
pass, the committee had come to the conclusion that the safest 
course would follow the precedents so far as to report 
these appropriations, leaving to the House to dispose of them 


as they thoug rht 
The g tn from Ma 
the attention of the Hou 
propriations should be 
In two speciiic cases 
or seven years past, they 
presenting self, ‘These 
vided for by law, orappt 
for them. Ti 


P re} er 





ssachusetts [ Mr. sHING] had called 
othe rule requiring that these ap- 
for objects authorized by Jaw, except 
Had tnis rule been followed for six 
would not have had the difficulty now 
officers would either have been plo- 
»priations would not have been made 
tee discovered that several clerks in 
both Ifouses of Congress were employed under solution of 
the respecuve Honses; and the question her the re. 
olution of either He was the authority of law Certainly 
the action of either y separate was no luw. But these clerks 
had been employed by resoluuwns of the two Houses, and con- 
everal years, and seen to have the sanction of the 
em; Uierefore they liad thought it was pro- 
t 














whi 


uTose 











per to prov them, and to provide that hereafier, as to the 
continas ,no 2ppropriation should be made unlcas lega- 
lized by law or resolution. f 





two clerks employed in thi 
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clusionthat they ought no 
these twocletks, as 
lid, it was 


the House 
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authority of the 
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e had been, 


House on the mere 
had been since 1838 
ion with the commit- 
ill go on, and appropriate 
lerk of the House without 
committee came to the con- 
ihe House required the ser- 
were inclined to think they 
House. Andif 
y had only to say so 
Vision Was eae for them in the 
nexed to the con 
iployed by the order of 
paid fromu. They thought that neither 
rk of the House should 
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L.proper question t submit » the 
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rhitthey were nece anal 1 
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the Secretary of the 


gent fur iM Provision at 
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employ clerks without the Kuowledze of their respective 
Houses. 

The gentleman (Mr. Cusuine] had id that they had re- 
commended apy rop riatlons jor several cases, merely because 
they were provided previ us appropriation bills, and that 
these two cases which they had omitted had been also provided 
for in the previous bills. He apprehend there was a little 


doubt on that subjec The committee 


had applied to the 





Clerk of the House to know b y what a these clerks 
wrens ae He informed them that it had been provided 
for by the act of Mari h, jd, 1859, and subsequent acts. He 


wanted to call the attention of the coin 
to thal act, > how far it sanction e 
theseclerks They found this provision, a 

“Por stationery, fuel, pi i 
per ses of the House of Repre St 
appropriations, $100,000. 

Did that look like employing additional cl 
lution or law?) The committee said no authority at all, 
and therefore refused to allow this appropriation. But they 
were now told that the Clerk did not intend to refer them to 
this bill, but to the appropriation bill passed at the first session 
of that Congress. 

Mr. F. calied the attention of the committee to the clause 
which it was argued was an authoiily for this, as follows: 

“For pay of the officers and clerks of the Senate and House 
tepresentatives, $42,400.” 

That was allthe authority there was 
the fact might appear, by ¢ xamit ation, tha 
was for ten assistant clerks in this louse, wit hout the authority 
of laworresolution. But thied id not appear from the Jaw. un- 
ess the House looked back into the original estimates, which 
they could not infer that they would He had meiely gi- 
ven the reasons that governed the Committee of Ways and 
Means in their report, which was now 0; ection of the 
House. 

The subject ofthis amendment, it appeared 
much more properly come up for consideration on the report 
of his friend [Mr. Summers] on the subject of the employment 
of the clerks and messengers of this House. which weuld come 
up to-morrow morning. Then, ifthe Houss ught these two 

iditional clerks necessary, it only led a resolution to sane- 
1 their employment, and they Would be paid out of the con. 

» question was, whew because of an ap- 





e€ for one moment 
ihe employment of 
! this only: 

o‘her conting 
s, in addition 
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nting, a 


ent ex- 


ntlative to former 





8 without reso. 


was 


He had no doubt but 
a part of this sum 





en to the 


him, would 














fund 











prop riation that happenedto have been made for these clerks 
in the bill of the session of J5 Oo, and continued ull this time, 

ey should now go on and appropriate for them, or leave it to 
be considered when this report cam nd then, if found ne- 
cessary, passa resolution authorizing their employ. He should 
he content with either way the Hfou ert adopt. He would 


id b anxious to do all jus- 


exercise all practicable 


only say that the cor 





tice to every officer of 
economy. 

Mr. SUMMERS said that the 
much more talily for cousideration ar 


rerortin ade onth 





question now raised would 
i tunal action 
from the commit- 





when the 5th of January, 


rnted to 











tee apy xamine the contingent expenses ot the House 
was taken uy, than now on this bi Ii had teen his intention 
k of the House to take up thatreport this morning, but he 

had been prevented t orning hour having been occupied 
w_th other busine He understood it to be the first business 
order to-morrow morning, and us they could not dispose of 
billto day, he proposed that this subject be passed over 
rthe present, that they go on with the rest of the bill, and to- 


morrow the report would come up, and this could be acted on 


more regularly. 

Mr. CUSHING said the proposition was fair, if a practical 
Could the report be taken up to-morrow? It was pri- 
vate bill day, and they had been here two months and not taken 
up asingle private bill 

Mr. FILLMORE. 
hour. 





one. 


It might be acted en during the morning 
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Mr. CUSHNG said the morning hour would not give time 
to dispose of it 

Mr. FILLMORE suggested that the committee should pass 
over the subject for the present. 

Mr. CUSHING said ! 
through this bill. It the appropriation for these clerks was to 
be rejected, for the reason that they were not authorized, un- 
less by previous appropriation bills, then he meant to make the 
point Of orderonevery appropriation of this kind, cut where 
eo migont. He did not admit that the Committee of Ways 
and Means possessed a dispensing power over thescappropri- 
auion biiis. ‘The House had, by previous appropriauions, sane- 
tioned this precisely in the same manner asappropriations for 
the others which were included in this bill. He further 
referred to previous appropriation bills establishing this act, 
and said that he claimed a vote from the committee on the 
amendment. At the same time, he had no objection at all 
to Walvethis motion and wait until to-morrow morning, then to 
renew it. 

Mr. C. BROWN asked if it was in order to move to postpone 
this bill, and take up the Apportionment bill. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN replied that it was not 
time. 

Mr. GENTRY rose merely to express his cenviction that 
the Committee of Ways and Means had effected a great reform 
of vital importance to the purity of this Government, and es- 
senual to the perpetuation of freedom. What were the facts 
that this casual discussion had elicited?) They had obtained a 
key to the vast Increase in (he number of officers, and 
mense augmentation ov! the expenses of this Government forth 
last few years, (> some extent at least. Mow did it happen 
that under the action of this Government officers could be ere- 
ated without the authority of law? To what consequences 
must it lead, if they should deliberately sanction the principle 


» wished to pursue a consistent course 








at the prescnt 


the im- 








that, when desired for any purpose whatever, proper or impro- 
per, to increase the number of officers, it was only necessary for 
the Clerk of the House or officers of ) r 
proper use Ol their power, to creat 
the House by appropriations to legali 
tioned the power, it led to— 

Mr. CUSHING sai! appropriations were not made under the 
contingent fund, but uaders 

Mr. GENTRY said it was still an appropriation which was 
not legalized. That was the principle, and he said the country 
owed to the Commiitee of Waysand Means a deep debt of era 
tutude for exposing this practice. All ly 
they had not omitted every dollar for otlicers not 
law, but created by usurpation of authority. Th 
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utments, by an 
seo ‘rs, and then for 
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ecific appropriations, 









regretted was that 
xisting by 
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was of immense Importance, and vital to the preservation 
of the Government. To what extest could not the Secreta- 
ries of War, of State, and of the Navy, and of all the De- 
partments, muluply offices for the benetit of their favorites, 
in order to increase the influence and extend the power of the 
General Government?) Was not this principle of high mm- 
portance, and ditit not become this House, as the cuardian 
of the people’s rigitts, as connected with every thing pertain- 
ing to the public expenditures, to deliberate upon this 
question, and correct these practices, not by partially sanction- 
ing and partially disapproving what had been done? He equi- 
esced with the gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Cusine) in 
opposition to ‘his discrimination. The remedy should apply to 
all cases, and this could on!y be done by moving to recommit 
the bill to the Commitice of Ways of Means, with instructio 
to strike’ out every item of appropriation not authorized by ex- 
isting laws. If 1. was proper that these officers should exist, 
Congress could legalize them, and let them thus rebuke these 
improper uses of this Government. With aview to make this 
motion, he would move that the committee rise. 

Mr. FILLMORE appeaied to the gentleman to withdraw his 
motion for amoment; which being complied with, he said it was 
entirely unnecessary that the bill should be recommitted. It 
would only produce great delay, as these itemscould be struck 
out In committee, 

Mr. GENTRY said it seemed to him that it was a more proper 
course to recommit It. 

Mr. FILLMORE said, if the motion prevailed a debate mizht 
arise in the House; and, as they could nut move the previous 
question, might canse a delay of two or three weeks. They 
could just as well take the question on these items severally in 
committee. . 

Mr. WISE said there was no necessity for recommitment to 
arrive at this object. He presumed that the chairman or some 
member of the committee could at once give the information as 
to the items of appropriation for clerks whicn had not been pro- 
vided for by law. There was some quesiion whether appropri- 
ation bills were not laws providing jor these clerks, as well as 
any other, What were the exceptions of this rule? It pro 
vided that— 

“No appropriatio: shall be reported in such gener 
priation di!ls or be in order asan amendment th 
expenditure not previously aut by 'aw--u in con- 
tinuation of appropriations for such public works and objects 
as are already in progress and for the contingencies fur carrying 
on the several departments of the Government.” > 

Had not this House, frown the foundation of Government 
been provided, by a standing law, with clerks. Wasit creat- 
ing a new Class of Officers, or merely adding to an objectof ap 
propriation already begun? The object o! this rule was that 
any object of appropriation should be originated by a new bill, 
but thatany object of appropriation already in existence might 
be increased and added tom the regular bills 
of service ofa class of clerks was prec sely the continua 
tlonofa wok. ‘That waa his consirnciion of these exe 
Ifthe House differed, however, with him in this cons 
atill he agreed with the gentleman from New York [Mr. Fitr 
more] that they could arrive at all the items‘of ‘he bill bere with 
out recommitting mu. At the same time,he agreed with the 
gentleman from Massuchusetts (Mr. Cusine] in the opinion 
that there should be no discrituination. He believed one of the 
chief reasons ofthe loss of moneyant! time underthe Govern- 
ment was, that there was not force enough in hardly any De 
partment. He knew in most of the Executive D 
especially inthe Navy Depirtment, there was not 
force to da the public business as 1 ought to be done, 

The chaitman iequired of the gentleman from Maseachusetts 
(Mr. CusHinc] ii lis motion was to increase the 
§$3.009 to pay clerks not authorized by law. 

Mr. CUSHING said he had moved to etrike out twelve and 
insert fifteen, that the number of clerks sanctioned by this act 
might be the same as by formeracts. 


The CHAIRMAN said if he understood that the motion was 
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to provide for clerks not authorized by law, he should rule the 
amendment outof order Did the gentleman from Massachu- 
3 contend that these clerks were authorized by law! 

Mr. CUSHING. Yes. By appropriation, were other 
clerks for which provision was mace the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. And without the authority of law the 
appropriations were mace hereto! 

Nr. CUSHING replied tn the affirmative 

The CITAIRMAN decided that this was not authority, and 
ruled the amendmendment out of order; saying that he would 
submit the subject to the decision of the committee. 

Mr. MASON of Ohio obtained the floor; but 

Mr. WISE ro »apointof order. The Chairman had de- 
ciled that the amendment was not in order. Me submitted 
whether the items reported by the committee not authorized by 
law, were in orler. 

The CHAIRMAN said when the committee came to them he 
would decide. [fe understood that this provision was for the 
pay of the officers and clerks of the House of Representatives. 
If it was shown that any part of the appropriatien was to em- 
ploy clerks not authorized by law, otherwise than by previous 
appropriation, he would decide them out of order. 7 

Mr. CUSHING said he would show that. He now raised the 

iestion of order as to the present clause of the bill, for the 
rule applied as well to items reported by the committee as to 
amendments. 

After a momentary conversation between Messrs. GENTRY, 
MASON, ard WISE 

Mr. CUSHING said he would refer the committee to the third 
page of the report of the Committee of Ways and Means, which 
wasa running commentary on the bill, from which he read coi. 
cerning various items ofthe appropriavions, some of which were 
auth rized by law, others by resolutions of the House, and 
others only by previous appropriaton bills. He saic, without 
coing into further lems, he believed he had found here about 
the whole of this amount, authorized only by former appropris 
ations, 

Mr. MASON (a member of the Committee of Ways and 

Means) would say but a word of explanation, which he thought 
would afford a satisfactory answer tothe gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, (Mr. Gentry,] and give him to understand the extent to 
which the Cominittee of Ways and Means had gone on this 
juestion. 
' The committee had adopted the rule of limiting their appro- 
priations to cases that had been speciticaliy and distinctly pro- 
vided for by law. They found thatthere wee numerous cases 
which they did not doubt for one moment were not only neces- 
sary, brut required by tne public service, and which were not 
1uthorized by law, among which was the case of the Reporter 
f che Supreme Court of the United Stat The commitiee did 
not intend to abolish that office, nor very Many offices for which 
they declined making appropriations. That class of cases they 
had reterred toa member of the committee, Who Was 10W ab- 
sent from the city on account of domestic affliction, It was the 
intention of the committee that a bill should be reported almost 
simultaneously with this, making appropriations for all such 
officers which. in the judgment oi the committee, Gughtto be 
continued. !n consequence of the circumstances to which he 
had referred, the bill had not been reported. Sucha bill would 
be reported from the Committee of Ways and Means; and when 
this was done, every member would have an opportunity of ex- 
pressing his opinion with regard to the particular officers whose 
salaries in every instance would be specifically provided for in 
that bill. 

The committee, however, had thought that there was a class 
of cases where appropriations ough: to be conunued from year 
to year, in order to prevent any disaster which might overtake 
the public service and those officers. The Committee of Ways 
and Means had no objection that this commitiee should strike 
out of this bill all those appropriaiions not authorized by ex- 
isting laws. He would suggest, however, that it was perhaps 
an object not asdesirable as might be su) posed; for, undoubt- 
edly the mest of these were cases that the House would agree 
to continue, and offices which were necessary to the adminis 
tration of public affairs. It had been a matter of policy with 
the committee to insert these apprepriations, and it would be 
entirely unnecessary to refer this bill back again. He had 
no objection that these iiems should all be struck out, in or- 
der to present astrong necessity for the action of the House 
onthe bill that should hereafter be reported to them. He 
was willing to have it done. Those persons interested 
would have nothing tv apprehend from the ultimate action of 
Congress. 

He was very giad‘ohear several members of this committee 
raise their voice in approbation of what the Committee of 
Ways and Means haddone. His opinion was that the commit- 
tee had given a form to the appropriation bilis which would dj- 
rect the future action of the House, and that committee, in a 
manner highly salutory and conservative to the interests of the 
country. ‘This bill had heretofore been m :de a treat omnibus, 
in which allappropriations thatcoul/ finda place in no other bill 
had been cast. He recollected an instance when three million 
dollars were appropriated in anticipation of a war with France. 
This bill came before the House pruned of all extravagances, 
presenting a cleaner pagethan any similar bill presented to 
this body within the last twenty five years. He concluded by 
moving that the committee rise; but waived the mction, yiel.} 
ing to the floor to i 

Mr. GENTRY, who, for the purpose of moving to recommit 
the bi'l, renewed the motion 

The motion prevailing, the committee rose and rey orted the 
bill to the House. 

Mr. GENTRY moved that the Commit 
discharged from the fron: the further « 
ani that it be rece unted to the €¢ Waves and 
Means, with instructions to st out every item of appropria 
tion not authorized by exisung laws, 

After some conversation by Messrs. EVERETT, FILL 
MORE, GENTRY, and the SPEAKER, as to whether the mo 
LION Was inorcer- 

The SPEAKER decided that. objection being made, it could 
not be received except by su=pension of the ruces 

Mr. GENTRY moveca suspension of the rules to make this 
motion 

Pending which, the House ad 
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IN SENATE. 
Fripay, February 11, 1542. 
The PRESIDENT pre tem. laid before the Sena‘e resolu 
tons adodied by the Legislative Council of Iowa Territory, 


esking the survey and purchase of a tract of country owned by 


A 
} 


227 


x Indians: referred to the Committee on Indian 











the Sac and 
Affairs. 
Also, from the same source, asking a donation of land for 
school purposes. referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
Mr. CLAY presented a memorial from a number of citizens 
of Alabama, stating their regret that a disposition has been ma- 
vifested to repeal the Bankrupt act, the intention of which they 
consider to be proper end humane; and saying that whatever 
detects In the law may exist can be remedied by amendments; 
also a memorial on the same subject from the State of Ohio, in 
which the memorialists express senUments somewhat analo- 
gous, andentertain a hope that the law will take full effect ; and 
a peution from Wyoming county, New York, praying that the 
Bankrupt law may not be repealed, postponed, or amended, 
Also presented the petition of Rebecca Wright, widow of Ja- 
cob Wright, who was killed in the naval service of the United 
States, asking a pension: referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 
Mr. WHITE presented joint resolutions of the Legislature ef 
the Siate of Indiana, asking an appropriation for the construc- 











tion ofa harbor at Michigan city: referred tothe Committee on 


Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, from the same source, asking te be allowed to select 
other lands than those granted for the construction of the Wa- 
bash and Erie Canal: referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Canals. 

Also, from the same source, asking for the passage of a jaw 
designating the same day throughout the Union for the choice 
of Electors of President and Vice President of the United States: 
referredto the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, from the same source, asking appropriations to remove 
the obstructions in, and improve the navigation of, the Ohio, 
Wabash, Missouri, Mississippi, Arkansas, and Red Rivers; 
which, after afew remarks by Mr. WHITE, in defence of the 
policy, and by Mr. KING on the partiality of the recomm@nda- 
tion of those rivers on the west side ofthe Mississippi, To the 
consideration of Congress, to the weglet of others of great im- 
portance on the @ast side of the Mississippi, the memorial was 
referred to the select committee on the subject of the snag 
boats to remove obstruction in rivers, &e. 

Mr. KING presented a petition {rom individuals residing in 
Green county, Alabama, in which they set forth their objec- 
tions tO a re | eal of the Bankrupt law; also, a memorial irom 
Sumter county, in the same State, against a postponement, 
amendment, or repeal ofthe law. referred to the Judiciary 
Committee. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the proceedingsand resolutions of 
a meeting, heldin the city of Rochester, New York, aeking the 
interference of the Government in behaifof the American pri- 

mers at Van Dieman’s Land: referred to the Committee on 
Foreien Relations. . ; 

Mr. KING presented a petition, praying the relinquishment 
of areversionary interest of the United States in a Wact of land 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. LINN presented a petition from the represeniatives of 
Manuel Gonzales Moro, asking confirmation to a tract of 
land: referred tothe Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Ou motion of Mr. LINN, it was ordered that the peution of 
Lineus, and others, be taken from the files, and referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

On motion of Mr. LINN, it was ordered that the papers re- 
lating to the claim of Lewis Bartholet, for losses sustained by 
Indian depredations, be taken fiom the files and referied to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. BAGBY presented the petition of David Jones, asking to 
be indemnified forthe loss of a vessel at Havana: referred to 
the Committee on Claims. . 

Mr. SEVIER presented additional documents in relation to 
the claim of Captain H. M. Shreve: referred to the committee 
having charge of that subject. 

Mr. MANGUM presented a petition from the widow of Ja- 
cob Bright, late armorer atthe Washingion Navy Yard, for a 
pension: referred to the Committee on Pensions. ; 

Mr. PRESTON, on leave, introduced a bil! for the relief of 
Alexander Hammett; which was read and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Commit'ee on the Judiciary, re 
ported back, without amendment, the bill relating to the judi- 
cial courts of the distriet of New Hampshire. 

A message was recetved from the House informing the 
Senate that the bill establishing an additional Jand district in 
the State of Alabama, had passed that House with certain 
amendments. 

On motion of Mr. KING, the bill and amendments were refer- 
rec to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, reported back 
to the Senate, without amen:'ment, House bills making appro- 
priations for the payment of pensions for the year 1842, and 
ma g appropriauon for the protection of American seamen 
in foreien countries; and, on his motion, the Senate considered 
satd bilis as in committee of the whele, and there being no mo- 
tion to amend them, they were repor ted to the Senate, engrossed, 
read the third time, and passed, 

On motion of Mr. TAPPAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary he instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of previding for the publication 
of a stereotyped edition of the laws of the United States, by con- 
tract, under the direction of some officer of the Government; and 
that they have leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

The following engrossed bills were then read the third time, 
and passed, viz 

The bill confirming certain land claims in the State of Louisi- 
ana; and 

“The bail t 


ants to lands wil 








yrevive an actentitied “An act to enable the claim- 
in the State of Missouri and Territory of Ar- 
kansas, 10 Institute proceedings to try the validity of their 
claims,’ approved 26:h May, 1224; and an act amendatory of the 
same, and extending the provisions of said acts to claimants to 
Jand within the States of Louisiana and Mississippi 

The Senate then took up the adverse report of the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims in the case of James McCrory, and 
the adverse vep wt of the Committee on Claims in the case of 
Peter I. Willare; and severally concurred in the same. 

On motion of Mr CLAY, 

The Senate then at 1 o’clock, proceeded to the consideration 
of Executive business; and, after some time spent therein, 

Adjourned ull Monday next 
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Mr. CASEY, under the eeneral order, referred the petition 
of Joha H. Murphy and Thomas McKibben, of the Senate of 
Llinois,Jate contractors for carrying the mail on route No. 2,723, 
from Vincennes, Indiana, to Danville, Iilinois. 

Mr. HOWARD, of Michigan, on leave given, offered 
the following resolution from the Committee of Ways and 
Means: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to com- 
municate to the House copies of all papers and documents 
from the War Department relating to the settlement or adjust- 
ment of claims of ciuzens of the United States against the Pot- 
tawattamie and other tribes of Indians mentioned in (he letter 
of instructions from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs to Wm. 
B. Mitchell, of May 30, 1840: the name ofand the amount 
claimed by each of such citizens, and the decision of said 
Michell thereon; the number of certificates allowed or issued, 
and the amount and date of each; and, also, of all instructions 
and correspondence relative to the removal of said Indians be 
yond the Mississippi river 

Mr. FILLMORE, from the Committee of Ways and Means, 
reported a bill making appropriations for thecurrent and con- 
tingent expenses of the Indian Department, and for fulfilling 
treaty stipulations with the various Indian tribes, for the 
year 1842, accompanied by a report; which was read twice and 
referred. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, it was ordered that the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means be discharged trom the considera- 
ton of the letter of the Secretary of the Treasury relating to the 
estimates for the completion of the custom-house in the city of 
New York, and that it be referred to the Committee on Public 
Buildings 

And also that the Committee of Ways and Means be dis- 
charged from the consideration of the letter of the Secretary of 
the Treasury in relation to the fees receivable by the clerks, at- 
torneys, and marshals of the United States, and that it be re- 
ferreg'o the Committee on the Judiciary. 

ELECTRO-MAGNETIC TELEGRAPHS. 

Mr. BOARDMAN, on leave given, offered the following reso- 
tion, Which was adopted 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed to 
inquire into the expr diency ot establishing a system of Electro- 
Magnetic Teregraphs for the use of the Government ofthe United 
Biates. 

Mr. MEDILL asked leave to offer the following resolutions, 
which were read for information: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States he request- 
ed to communicate to the House the information in his posses. 
sion upon which the Commission of inquiry in relation to the 
public buildings in this city was instituted last spring, and the 








law under which the same was appointed: Also the names of 


the commissioners, copies of all mnetructions, letters, or other 
documents addressed to them, or any of them, in relation to 
their duuies, or in any way explanatory of the object for which 
they were appointed—the time when they severally entered 
upon their dudes, and how long they continued in discharge of 
the same—the names of all witnesses summoned, invited, or ad- 
mitted before the Commission, or elsewhere, to give testimony 
in relation to the objects had in view, designating such as were 
examined, the expenses incurred directly or indirectly in the 
execution of said commission, the amount paid to each commis- 
sioner, Witness, and other person respectively, and the fund from 
which said expenses were paid. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested to 
inform the House whether any person or persons have been ap- 
pointed within the last year, to examine the books or official 
proceedings of the registers or receivers in the Land Offices, or 
any of them; and if s0, how many, and who were so appointed; 
what were the duties assigned them, and when did they sever- 
all enter upon the same; how long they have been, or are ex- 
pected to remain in the discharge of said duties; what is the 
rate of their compensation; from what fund the same has been 
or is to be paid, and the law under which said person or per- 
sons were appointed. And if heor they were appointed for 
the purpose of making special investigations of alleged defalca- 
tions, or other misconduct on the part of any register, receiver 
or other officer, that he communicate to the House all the in- 
formation inthe possession ofthe Department at the time of said 
appointment or appointments—showing the necessity for such 
investigation, and in either case, Copies of all instructions, letters, 
or other documents accompanying, or subsequently addressed 
to the said person or persons, whether relating to the examination 
aforeseid, or any other business ofa public character, and co 
pies of all letters that have been received from said person 
persons, and now on file in the Department. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL made a remark, (which the Reporter 

ld not hear.) and called for the orders of the day 
e SPEAKtR said that, objection having been 
resolu‘ions could not be received. 

Mr. MEDILL moved a suspension of the rule, for the purpose 
o! offering his resalutions. 

But the SPEAKER said that there was already pending a mo- 
tion to suspend the rule. 
immediat ly previous to the adjourament yesterday, the 
House, in Commitice of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
ha! *n considering the bill making appropriations for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of Government for the year 1842; 
and a motion had been made by Me. Gentry that the commit- 
tee vise, Witha view tecnable him to submit a motion that the 
bill be reeommitted to the Committee of Ways and Means, with 
Instructions to atrike out all items of appropriation therein con- 
tained not authorized by exisung laws 

The committee had accordingly risen, 

ubmitted his motion to the House. 
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Which said motion (objection being made thereto) the Speaker 
had decided could only be received by a suspension of the rules, 
(requiring a vote of two-thirds.) 

Mr. Gentry had thereupon moved a suspension of the rules, 
a_d, pending this motion, the House had adjourned 


And the question now recurring on the said motion to suspend 
the cules for the purposes indicated— 

Mr. GENTRY said that the attention of many gentlemen had 
net, probably, been called to the debate of yesterday, and he 
could scarcely hope to get a majority of two-thirds. And Mr 
G. inquired of the Speaker whether, if this motion was infor 
mally passed over, it would come up on Monday? 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman could make a similar mo. 
tion at any time when he could get on the floor, 

Some conversation on a point of order followed between Mr. 
RANDORLH and the SPEAKER; alter which— 

Mr. GENRTY asked the common consent of the House to 
state the ground on which his motion was based. 
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Mr.SALTONSTALL addressed a remark to 
(again inaudible to the Reporter)— 

When Mr. GENTRY withdrew his motion to suspend the 
rules, with the intention, he said, of renewing it on some ether 
occasion. 

So the motion was withdrawn. 

Mr. MEDILL then moved that the rules of the House be 
suspended, forthe purpose ef enabling his resoluuons to be 
considered. 

Some conversation followed 

When Mr. FILLMORE suggested to Mr. Mepitr that he 
should include in the inquiry any reports that might have been 
made. He (Mr. F.) did not wish to suppress any part of the 
information, but he wanted to see whether, by reason of these 
investigations, any thing had been discovered. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS called for the reading of the reso- 
lutions; which having been read— 

Mr. STANTY saidhe should object. He wished the reso- 
lutions to lie over until to-morrow, that he might offer an 
amendment. He wanted a little more information about the 
same thing. 

Mr. BRIGGS hoped that the resolutions would be suffered to 
lie over, and that they would be printed. 

And, after a brief conversation, the resolutions were ordered 
to lieover and be printed.: 

The first business in order during the morning hour, was 
the resolution heretofore reported by Mr. SaToNsTALL, from 
the Committee on Manufactures, authorizing that committee to 
employ a clerk. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL said that, in the opinion of the com- 
mittee, the services of a clerk were not merely important, 
but essential tothe convenient and proper discharge of the 
business before them. The House had, after a long debate, 
referred so much of the President’s Message and the accom- 
panying documents as related to discriminating duties to the 
Committee on Manufactures. The committee were, therefore, 
to investigate the subjects connected with discrimination in the 
adjustment of the tariff. They had,several wecks ago, asked 
for leave to summon witnesses and take tesumony respecting 
the greatinterests involved in the subject. That resolution was, 
to his great surprise and regret, rejected yesterilay. As it was 
uncertain when it would be disposed of by the House, the com- 
mittee had decided to collect information on the subjects under 
their consideration from such intelligent practical men as might 
come before them, and from a correspondence with others. Se- 
veral persons have been examined, and much valuable infor- 
mation has been obtained. There is(said Mr. 8.) a large file of 
letters and statements from merchants and manufacturers in 
relation to a home valuation, a warehousing system in connec- 
tion with cash payments, and respecting different manufactur- 
ing interests, &c. Many petitions and memorials have also 
been referred to them, some of which are long, and containing 
valuable statistical information. All these must be carefully 
examined and digested, and the labors of the committee, which 
must, at any rate, be arduous, will be greatly lessened by the 
employment of a faithful, intelligent clerk. I:mmensely impor- 
tant questions have been referred to the committee. What do 
the House expectofthem? Information is wanted. Great in- 
vestigation is necessary. They cannot otherwise come to any 
result satisfactory to themselves, the House, or the country. 
The House ought to grant the committee all reasonable facili- 
ties in the performance of their duties, and he cou!d not believe 
that their request for authori y to employ a clerk could be re- 
fused. He repeated that, in his opinion, and that of a large ma- 
jority of the committee, itis essential. They have already ma- 
terials on hand for the diligent employment of a clerk for many 
days. 


the Chair, 


Mr. A V. BROWN said he wasa member of the committee, 
and desired to make a few observations on the adoption of this 
resolution. He was not surprised at the introduction of the 
proposition for a clerk to that committee. At the ume of its 
introduction, there was a proposition before the House to au 
thorize the committee to send for and take the examination of 
witnesses. To do this, there might be some propriety in ask 
ing for the assistance ofa clerk. But on yesterday the House 
refused to authorize the committee to send for witnesses and to 
take testimony. What occasion could there be now for the 
employment ofaclerk?) The honorable chairman now speaks 
of going on in taking testimony, in the face of this decision of 
the House. This seems to be astrange an | unauthorized course 
by the committee. The House says, ‘‘you shall not send for 
Witneases in this case:’’ the committee replies, “true, but if 
they come of their own accord we will examine them.” The 
House dete: mines that the committee shall not administer the 
necessary Oaths, to give validity to the testimony—the com- 
mittee determine that they will take the testimony eithout 
oath or affidavit. Sir, what is this but a contempt offered to 
the authority of this House? What but the rankest usurpa- 
tion of power by one of the committees of this House? 


Nothwithstanding the intimation of the chairman, he (Mr. 
B ) could not think it probable that the eommittee would per- 
sistinso unwarrantable a course of procedure. If, however, 
he should be mistaken in this, still there could be no sort of ne- 
cessity ior this appointment. Noone could doubt cn this sub- 
ject who would reflect a moment on the mode of proceedings, 
not only in this but all the other committees o! this House. At 
the appointed hour al] the members assemble in the room, take 
their seats, and are ready to proceed with business. An indi- 
vidual who has voluntarily come forward, is thea presented 
by the chairman, and his verbal statement is proposed 
to be heard by the committee. As he progresses, each member 
notes down iti his own memorandum book such points in his 
statement as he conceives to be most important to be remem- 
bered. Some note largely, and others slightly, as they conceive 
the information to be more or less valuable. Afterward, inthe 
framing or construction of the bill, each can refer to his notes 
forsuch facts as he believes to be true or Important to be con- 
sidered. Now, sir, in all this process, what use can there be to 
the committee to have aclerk? Is it too much labor for each 
member to perform, to take down such notes of the testimony ? 
It is precisely such labor as all our judges and lawyers perform 
in every important trial in our courts. Why should not we per- 
forin equal labor in the performance of our duties here? Sir, 
the price to be paid to this clerk is not too inconsiderable a sum 
to be mentioned here. Four dollars a day for some ninety or 
one hundred days may well be saved in these times of economy 
and reform, especially when the eame services can be as well, 
nay, better performed by the committee themselves. He would 
not charge that this appointment was intended for some needy 
favorite, hanging about the capitol for employment, but he 











would say there was no sort of necessity for creating a mere 
sinecure like this. 

He could not imagine but one leading object for pressing this 
appointment so earnestly on the House. Look to the structure 
of that committee: only two from the South, and ene (himself) 
from al! the mighty States of the West; the other six from the 
North, including Pennsylvania. Could any one doubt what 
sort of a bill would be finally reperted by such a committtee 7 
Now, sir, it may be desired to collect a vast volume of testimo- 
ny to lay before the public to sustain such abill. Ifso, aclerk 
might well be thought necessary, to make out the compilation, 
But, sir, could such ex parte statements be worth the printing? 
Statements inade by inferested.persons, whose whole fortunes 
may depend on the testimony which they volunteer before the 
committee. He would never vote a dollar in the publication of 
such a budget, nor would he pay four dollars a day to a clerk 
to make itout. Hetherefore hoped the resolution would not be 
adopted. 

Mr. RANDOLPH said it was strange that the subject of the 
tariff could not be alluded toin this House even incidentally 
Without exciting opposition. Yesterday the House had re- 
fused to give the Committee on Manufactures power to send 
for witnesses and take testimony even, and now the power to 
appoint a clerk wasassailed. This course of proceeding was 
certainly strange, afier the House had committed to the Com. 
mittee on Manufactures, that portion o! the President’s Message 
relating to discriminating duties. Why, what were the com- 
mittee to do?) The American tariff was unlike that of Great 
Britain; in that ten articles produced nine-tenths of the revenue 
arising from customs, but our tariff embraced over thirty-seven 
hundred varieties of articles, on which the committee was re- 
quired by the House to report a bill for discriminating duties, 
Iiow were they to do this without practical information? The 
refusal yesterday to grant the power to take evidence, so far from 
being an argument against this resolution, as was supposed by 
the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Brown,] is an argument 
in its favor. The information must be obtained by correspon. 
dence and by voluntary examinations, and for this the services 
of a clerk were essenual. But the gentleman would have the 
committee act without information—like the taskmasters of 
Egypt, he would require the brick without the material to make 
them. He should, in his liberality, Mr. R. said, go one step 
further, and, like a jury empannelled to try acause, he should 
have an officer sworn to attend the committeee, and keep them 
in some private place, without meat or drink, water only ex- 
cepted, and notto speak to them himself, or suffer any 
other person to speak to them, until they had agreed upon 
their report. But the committee were not all like the gentle- 
man. The neededlight. Buthe, when it is proposed to autho- 
rise the committee to take evidence, objects—the expense is too 
great. The expense! yes, the expense of hundreds, when mil- 
liens, nay, the interests of the whole country, are at stake' He 
objects to the powerto send for and examine witnesses under 
oath, because the information can be obtained otherwise; and 
when aclerk is asked for to obtain that information, then he 
objects to that alse, because the House refused to authorize the 
committee to send for witnesses. This was certainly strange, 
but perhaps not more sothan the objecuicn of the gentleman 
to the composition of the committee—that a majority of them 
were in favorof protection. Why, how should they be? A 
majority against protection? Were not all the committees or- 
ganized upon the same principle?) Look at those on the pub- 
lic lands and oncommerce’ If any persons were dissatisfied 
with the committee, the manufacturers themselves might be; 
ior he believed there was not asingle manufacturer, or person 
engaged in manufactures, on the commitiee, and not above one 
member who represented a decidedly manufacturing constitu- 
ency. The chairman came froma commercial district, and six 
or seven members represented agricultural districts. 

Mr. R. said the committee not only wanted information onthe 
subject of discriminating duties, but on that of home valuation 
also; for nobody seemed to understand what that meant, or 
how it was to be carried out. Scarcely any two persons agreed 
oa that matter; and how were the committee to agree or act 
without some information? The Senate, Mr. R. said, had 
granted their Committee on Mannfactures a clerk, almost with- 
outa division, and yet that committee had comparatively noth- 
ing to do; for the bill, being for revenue, must come from the 
committee of this House. Will the House then refuse what the 
Sena‘e have granted? Mr. R. said that the power in itself to 
appointa clerk was one of sma!] importance, and he should 
have remained silennt but for the ground taken in opposition. 
He trusted, however, thatthe resolution would pass the House. 

Mr. TURNEY moved that the resolution be laid on the ta- 
ble. - 

Mr. RANDOLPH asked the yeas and nays on that motion; 
which were ordered, and, being taken, were—yeas 88, nays 88, 
(a tie vote.) 

The SPEAKER then voted in the negative; whereby the vote 
stood—yeas $8, nays 89. 

So the resolution was not laid on the table. 

_ And the question recurring on the adoption of the resolu- 
tion— 

Mr. RANDOLPH moved the previous question; but with- 
drew the motion at the request of Mr. HaBERSHAM, and on his 
promise to renew it. 

Mr. HABERSHAM then bri fly explained his reason for the 
negative vote he should give on the adoption of the resolution, 
which was (substantially) that the House, having refused power 
tothe committee to send for persons and papers, (which was 
equivalent, first, to a declaration on the part of the House, that 
there was no necessity for taking such testimony in a formal 
manner, and, secondly, that the House would not go for the ex- 
pense) the House sucely did not deem it necessary that such 
testimony should be takea luiorma ly, and therefore the ex- 
pense would not be i If the resolution authorizing 





ine urred, 
the committee to send for persons and papers had passed, he 
should have voted for the present resulution; as it was, he should 
vote against it. 

Mr. H. then renewed the demand for the previous ques: 
tion 
Mr. TILLINGHAST rose to make a remark, but took 
his seat ou hearing that the previous question had been 
called. 


And there was a second to the demand for the previous 
question. 


And the question being taken, the main question was ordered 
tobe now taken. 

On which main question (being on the adoption of the re- 
solution) Mr. MILTON BROWN called for the yeas and 
nays, 


, 
> 
: 
J 


é 


d 





_— 














Mr. GAMBLE moved a call of the House, but the Speaker 
decided that it was too late to make that motion, (the main ques- 
tion having been ordered.) 

Nr. ATHERTON then submitted a second motion that the 
resolution be laid on the table. 

Mr. BREWSTER asked the yeas and nays on that mo. 
tion; which were ordered; and, being taken, were—yeas 97, 
nays 89 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

{A message was received from the Senate, by A. Dicxins, 
esq. Secretary, informing the House that the Senate had pass- 
ed certain bills, for the titles of which see Senate proceedings. } 

PRIVATE BUSINESS 

Mr. GIDDINGS (chairman of the Committee of Claims) in 
quired of the Speaker if the morning hour had elapsed? 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

And, thereupon (on motion of Mr. G.) the House resolved it- 
self into Committee of the Whole, (Mr. Casey of Illinois in the 
chair.) on the private calendar. 

The committee took up the bill No. 40, for the relief of Lt 
John L. Cline. 

Mr. T. J. CAMPBELL moved an amendment to appropri- 
ate a further sum of $60 in remuneration of expenses incurred 
by the claimant in defence of his suitin the case on which this 
claim was founded. 

Mr. GIDDINGS called for the reading of the report accom- 
panying the bill, which was read. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia briefly opposed the amendment 

The question was taken, and the amendinent rejected. 

The bill was advocated by Mc. SMITH of Virginia and op 
posed by Mr. GORDON, 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia moved to strike out the enacting 
clause. 

The bill was further debated by Messrs. T. J. CAMPBELL, 
McCLELLAN of Tennessee, TURNEY and ROOSEVELT. 

Mr. SMITH withdrew the motion to strike out the enacting 
elause. 

The bill was then laid aside to be reported to the House, 

The bill No. 41, for the relief of Francis G. McCauley, was 
read, and, without debate, laid aside to be reported. 

The bill No. 43, for the relief of the representatives of W. D. 
are, was taken up, and, with the accompanying report, was 
read. 

Mr. PROFITT, after some brief remarks in opposition, 
moved to lay the bill on the table, but waived the motion. 

And, after a few remarks, the bill was passed by, to be taken 
up to-morrow. 

The bill No. 44, for the relief of George Randall eta!, was 
taken up and read. 

Mr. SMITH cailed for the reading of the accompanying 
report. 

The bill was then laid aside, to be reported to the House, 

Tbe bill No. 45, for the relief of the Springfield Manuiactur- 
ing Company, was read, and, without debate, laid aside to be 
reported to the House. 

he bill No. 46, for the relief of John P. Campbell, was laid 
aside with ut denate. 

The bill No. 47, for the relief of Chauncey Calhoun, was 
read, and also the accompanying report, at the call of Mr. WM. 
SMITH. 

It was then laid aside to be reported to the House. 

The bill No. 48, for therelief of the representatives of Jno. 
Barnes, deceased, was read, and, after dehate by Messrs. 
MERIWETHER, GIDDINGS, STANLY, and PROFFIT— 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi called for the reading of the 
report. 

Messrs. FILLMORE and ROOSEVELT further opposed, 
and Mr. GIDDINGS advocated the bill. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved to strike out the enacting clause, 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia opposed the bill. 

Mr. FILLMORE then, at the suggestion of Mr. Gippings, 
(who said in the House he would move to recommit the bill to 
the Committee on the Judictary,) withdrew the motion to strike 
out the enacting ciause, and the bill was laid aside to be re- 
ported tothe House. 

The bill No. 49, for the relief of Pacificus Ord, was read 

Mr. PROFFIU called for the reading of the report, and, after 
remarks in opposition to the bill, mioved to strike out the en- 
acting clause. 

The motion was advocated by Moesars. ROOSEVELT, 
BOWNE, SMITH, of Virginia, UNDERWOOD, and PROE- 
FIT, and opposed by Messrs. J. C, CLARKE, HOPKINS, 
COWEN, and GIDDINGS. 

(Mr. GORDON, fromthe Committee on Enrolled Bills, re- 
ported that the committee had examined the bill “making 
anappropriation for the relief and protection of Awerican sea- 
menin foreign countries,’ and the bill “making appropria 
tiou for pensions for the year 1512,” and had found the same to 
be correct. 

Whereupon the said bills received the signature of the 
Speaker. ] 

Mr. GORDON further opposed the motion. 

Mr. TURNEY moved tha‘ the committee rise. 

The question being taken, the vote was—ayes 61, noes 40. 

No quorum voting, the commitiee rose, and reported that 
fact to the House. 

The House then, on motion of Mr. THOMPSON, of Mis- 
sissippi, adjourned. 





In the House of Representatives, on the 7th instant, Mr. 
CUSHING presented the following resolutions, and moved that 
they be referred to the Committee ofthe Whole on the state of 
the Union: 


CoMMONWEALTH OF MASSASHUSETTS, 1842. 
Resolve relating tothe apportionment of Members of Con- 
gress. 

Resolved, That the Senators and Representatives of this 
Commonwealth in Congress be requesied to urge the passage 
ofalaw apportioning the members of Congress among the 
several States at as earlya day as may be consistent with the 
public interest 

Resolved, That his excellency the Governor be requested to 
transmit copies of this resolve toeach of the Senators and Re- 
presentatives of this Commonwealth in Congress, 

House oF REPaESENTATIVES. January 19, 1842. Passed. 

THOMAS KINNICUTT, Speaker. 

In SENATE, January 24, 1842. Passed. 

JOSIAH QUINCY, Jr. President. 

January 24, 1842—Approved. JOHN DAVIS. 

A true copy—Attest; JOHN P. BIGELOW, 

Secretary ofthe Commonwealth, 











HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, February 12, 1842, 
Thejournal of yesterday was read and approved. 

On leave given, petitions and memorials were presented by 
the following gentleman and appropriately referred: 

Mr. WARREN, of Georgia. 

(Mr. W.|presented a resolution of the Legislature of Georgia 
for the establishment of mail routes, to wit: 

From Barnesville in Pike county, Georgia, by Griffins, Fay- 
etteville, and Campbelltown, to Marietta, in Cobb county. 

From Macon, Georgia, by Americus, Cuthbert, and Irwin- 
ton, Alabama, to Mobile, Alabama 

From Blairsville to Dahlaiga, Georgia. 

Fiom Irwinton, Georgia, to Dublin, Georgia 

From Spring Place, in Murray county, Georgia, to Jackson- 
ville, Alabama, by way of Cross Plains, Buzzard’s Roost, Me- 
dicinal Springs, Chestnut Flat, Lafayette, Summerville, Hop- 
kinsville, and Cedar Bluff, Alabama. 

From Sandersville, Georgia, by Swainsboro, Statesboro, 
and Eden, to Savannah, Georgia 

From starksville, Georgia, by way of Cuthbert. 

Erom Macon, Georgia, by way of Vanier, Tazewell, and 
Lumpkin, to Irwinton, Alabama. 

Also, a peutionfrom Niles King and forty-six other citizens 
of Lowndes county, Georgia, praying the establishment 
of Cedar Keys, in Florida, asa port of entry forthe Suwanna 
river. | 

Mr. LINN, of New York. 

(Mr. L. presented the petition of John Cooper, of Ballston, 
New York, an invalid pensioner, praying for arrears of pension 
from the time his disability occurred, 

Also, the remonstrance of Alexander C. Gibson and 75 
others of Schenectada, New York, against any interference 
with the bankrupt law until it has received a fair practical 
trial. 

Also, the proceedings and resolutions of a meeting of the citi- 
zens of Schenectada, New York. friendly to the Bankrupt law, 
and opposed to its amendment, postponement, or repeal. 

Also, the petition of Oliver S. Potter. and 95 others, of the 
cauntry of Saratoga, New York, pretesting against the passage 
of any law prohibiting the transportation of the mails or keep- 
ing open the post offices on Sunday. 

Also, the like petition of William B. Van Benthusen, and 54 
others, of Saratoga, New York, protesting as above. 

Also, the like petition of W. W. Comstock, and 91 others, of 
Saratoga, New York, protesting as above. 

Also, the like petition of George Devo, and 35 others, of Sara- 
toga, New York, protesting as above. 

Also, the petition of Eve Vandenburgh, praying for a pension 
under the act of July, (838, 

The petition and papers of the estate of Francis Pellicers, a 
claimant under the treaty with Spain, were, on motion of Mc. 
Linn, taken from the files, and referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

The petition and papers relating to the claim of Hugh Riddle 
were, on motion of Mr. Linn, taken from the files, and referred 
to the Committee on Private Land Claims. } 

Mr. JOHN T. MASON of Maryland. 

On leave given, Mr. MOORE of Louisiana presented certain 
papers in relation toa case pending before the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, (name not heard.) Referred 

Mr. HOPKINS, from the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, reported a bill for the relief of Jabez L. and Asa 
White, of the State of Connecticut. 

Mr. PATRICK G. GOO E presented certain papers in a 
case (name not heard) pending before a committee: referred 
accordingly. 

And Mr. G. asked leave to present certain petitions. 

Mr. PROFFIT objected, rematked that a number of the States 
had noteven been allowed to present the resolutions of their 
Legislatures. 

The business of the morning hour was the foliowing resolu- 
tion, heretofore reported from the Committee on Private Land 
Claims: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land Claims be 
authorized to employ a clerk, upon the usual terms, for such 
pariod of the present session of Congress as may be deemed ne- 
cessary bv said committee. 

Mr. ATHERTON desired to be informed by the Speaker 
whether it had been usual to allow a clerk to this commit- 
tee 

The SPEAKER was not able, he said, to respond to the in- 
quiry. 

Mr. ATHERTON moved that the resolution be laid on the 
table 

Mr. MILLER of Missouri asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and, being taken, were yeas 90, nays 59. 

So the resolution was laid on the table.} 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN rose, he said, to what he believed 
was a privileged question. He asked to be excused from further 
service, and he desired to say a word in explanation. Mr. B. 
was proceeding to do so, when 

The SPEAKER said the Chair had not decided that it was a 
privileged question, But the House had never refused to grant, 
by universal consent, the privilege toa member— 

Mr. BROWN was about to preceed, when 

Mr. ARNOLD inquired of the Speaker if the question was 
debatable. 

Mr. BROWN said, if he could not assign his reasons, he 
would take the usual mode and write them out. 

The SPEAKER was understood to say it had not been usual 
to allow explanations; but that, by general consent, the geutle- 
man could make them. 

Mr ARNOLD objected. 

And the subject dropped. 


APPORTIONMENT BILL 

Mr. EVERETT asked leave to offer the following resolution, 
with a view, he said, of calling it up on Monday next: 

Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union be discharged from the consideration of bill No. 73, 
“For the apportionment of Representatives among the several 
States according to the sixth census,” and that the same be made 
the special orderf (he day fur Tuesday next, at 12 0’clock, and 
at the same hour of tach succeeding day, until finally d sposed 
of; and thatat 2 0’clock on Tuesday, the 22d instant, all debate 
shall cease thereon, andthe House shall then proceed to vote on 
the amendments then pending, or shall be offered, and on all 
other motions that may be in order, 

Mr. MALLORY objected 

Mr. EVERETT, | give notice that Ishall offer it on Mon- 
day. 
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Mr. MALLORY. I object to the resolution, and the motion 
too. 

So the resolution, being objected to, was not received. 

Mr. STEENROD, having voted in the affirmative on the niv- 
tion to lay on the table the resolution authorizing the Commit- 
tee on Private Land Claimsto employ a clerk, moved a recon- 
sideration of that vote, with a view, he was understood to say, 


of hearing any suggestions that the committee might desire to 
make. 


And, the question being on the motion to reconsider, 

Mr. CROSS rose and said, at the time the question was taken 
on laying on the table the resolution to give the Committee on 
Private Land Claims the aid of a elerk, he was not in hie seat; 
if he had been present, it was his intention to have submitted 
some remarks for the consideration of the House. He now 
hoped the House would agree to reconsider the vote just taken. 
The committee was required to do duties for private individuals 
—their attention was directed to cases in which private indivi- 
duals were interested—and on each case they had to prepare a 
report asa lawyer would prepare a case for trial in a court of 
law By their attention to these duties, they were unable to 
look into the general business before the country, and injustice 
was done to their immediate constituents. In addition, there 
were many Cases sent to them in the Spanish and French Jan- 
guages, which the members of the committee had neither the 
time nor the knowledge to translate; but this might be done by 
a suitable clerk. There were about four hundred cases before 
the committee, and unless the House weuld afford them the faci- 
lity which they required, he should withdraw from further ser- 
vice upon it; he believed his duty to his immediate constituents 
required this. 

Mr. YOUNG of New York rose to sustain the motion to re 
consider, and said he thought that, if gentlemen weuld loek into 
the duties of that committee, they would no longer doubt as to 
the propriety or necessity of allowing a clerk. 

Mr. Y. was proceeding to remark on the vast amount of busi- 
ness before the committee, and to say that many of the cases 
were of the most intricate character— 

When Mr. HOPKINS submitted to the Sperker whether tt 
was in Order to go intoadebate on a motion to reconsider & 
motion to lay on the table? [which latter motion is not itself de- 
batable. ] 

The SPEAKER said that, strictly speaking, the debate was 
not in order., 

Mr. MALLORY movcd that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

Mr. TURNEY also rose and submitted the same motion; re- 
marking, as the Reporter understood, that though himself a 
member of this committee, he did not believe the emp!oyment 
of a clerk to be necessary. 

And the question being taken on this motion, it was decided 
in the negative withouta division. 

So the motion to reconsider was not laid on the table. 

And the question recurring on the motion to reconsider— 

Mr. TURNEY asked the yeas aud nays; which were re- 
fused. 

Tellers were called for and ordered, and Mes:1s. SmirH and 
TaviaFeRRo Of Virginia were appointed. 

And the question being taken, the voie slo ayes 76, 
noes 70. 

So the vote by which the resolution had been laid on the ta- 
ble was reconsidered. 

And the question again recurring on the original motion of 
Mr. ATHERTON, to lay the resolution on the table— 

Mr. MALLORY asked the yeas and nays; which were ordered, 
and, being taken, were—yeas 84, naysS81. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

Mr. MERIWETHER asked leave, in pursuance of notice 
heretofore given, to report a bill, (utle not heard,) which he 
wished referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

The SPEAKER said it could only be done by general con- 
sent. 

Objection being made, 

On leave given, Mr. MALLORY presented the petition of 
William J. Bryant for a back pension. 

Mr. GIDDINGS (the morning hour having elapsed) moved 
that the House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole for 
the purpose of resuming the consideration of the private ca- 
lendar; but Mr. G. waived the motion at the request of 

Tne SPEAKER, who laid before the Louse the following 
Executive communication: 

NEW-YORK CUSTOM HOUSE INVESTIGATION. 
WasHINGTON, Feb. 9, 1842, 
T'o the House of Representatives: 

In answer to the resolution of the House of Representatives 
of the 7th of February, 1542, in the following words: ‘‘ Resolved, 
That the President of the United States inform this House un- 
der what authority the commission, cons'sting of George Poin- 
dexter and others, for the investigation of the concerns of the 
New York custom-house, was raised; what were the purposes 
and objects of said commission, how many persons havein any 
way been connected with it, and the compensat op received or 
to be received by each; and the aggregate amount oj every de- 
scription of said commission, and out of what fund the said ex- 
penditures have been or are to be paid: Lhave to state thatthe 
authority for instituting the commissicn mentioned in said reso- 
lution, is the authority vested in the President of the United 
States “to take care thatthe laws he faithfully executed; and 
to give to Congress from time to time information on the state 
of the Union; and to recommend to their ¢onsideration such 
measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient.” 

The expediency, if not the necessity of inquiries into the 
transactions of our'custom houses, especially in cases where 
abuses and malpractices are alleged, must be obvious to Con- 
gress; and that Investigations of this kind were expected to be 
made, appears from the provision in the 2st section of theact 
of 1799, which enjoins collectors of the customs to submit their 
books, papers, and accounts to the inspection of such persons 
as shall be appointed for that purpose. 

The purposes and objects of the commission will be explained 
by the commission itself, a copy of which, together with infor- 
mation on the other subjects mentione! in the vesolutien, will 
at the proper time be laid before Congress. 

JOHN TYLER. 

Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter from the Se- 
cretary of War, accompanied by a printed copy of the Army 

Register for the year 1842. 

The following bills from the Senate (on the Speaker’s table) 
were put on their first and second reading, and referred: _ 

An act to revive the act entiled “An act to enable claimants 
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to land within the limits of Misssouri and the Territory of Ar- 
kansas to institute proceedings to try the validity of their claims, 
approved the 26th of May, 1824; and “An act amending the 
same and extending the provisions of said acts to Claimants to 
land within the States of Louisiana and Mis ssissippi,”’ were read 
the first and secoad Uime, and commuitied to the Committee on 
Public Lands 
PRIVATE BILLS 

And then, on motion of Mt. GIDDINGS, the Tlouse went into 
Committee of the Whole onthe s‘ate of the Union, (Mr. Casey 
of Ulimois in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 
private calendar 

The question pending being on the motion to 
the enacting clause of the bill tor the relief of Pacificus Ord- 

Mr. COWEN opposed the motion; and Messrs. PROFFIT, 
ROOSEVELT, BIDLACK HOPKINS, and SMITH of Virgi- 
nia, made remarks of explanation and inquiry 

Mr. COWEN calied for the reading of the report relative 
to the clatin of the predecessor in office of the present claimant 
read. S 

Mr. MORGAN called for the reading of the letter of the So- 
icitor of the Treasury relative to the former case: read 

[A message was received from the President of the United 
Siates, by the hands of John Tyler, jr. esq. his private secretary, 
stating thatthe President has this day signed the bill making 
appropriation for the reliefand protection of American seamen 
in foreign countries, and the bill making appropriations for pen 
sions for 1842.) 

The question was further d 
aad ATHERTON. 

The motion to strike out the enacting clause was then rejec 
ed, and the bill laid aside to be reported to the House ; 

The bill No. 50, for the reliefot Josepn Perkins, James Per 
kins, and Jolin Perk us, Was read, and, without debate, laid 
aside to be reported to the House 

The bill No. 51, jor the relief of Conrad House, was rea 
and also the accompanying report, at the cal! of Mr. SMITH of 


Virginia 
LROOSEVELT, made inquiry 


strike out 











scussed by Messrs. CLIFFORD 


Messrs. SMITH of Virginia and 
respecting the bill, and Messrs. FILLMORE and TOMLINSON 

advocated the bill 

The bill was then laid asid aside to be reported to the House 

The following bills were severally rea),and without debate, 
laid aside to be reported to the House, viz: No. 52, for the 
lief of Sylvester Phelps, and the representatives of Charles Lau 
don, Gecenee No. 54, for tue relief of Obed P. Lacey; No. 55 
directing bount y jand warrants to issue for the s rvices of Ge- 
neral Duportail, Genera! asmend l,and Major De la Colombe 
No. 56, forthe relief of Jane Fertinbaugh, (erroneously spelled 
Fertinberg in the bill, and corrected at the suggestion of Mr. 
SLYUION'L ON) widow of Captain Hawkins Boon; No. 58. for 
the relief John Flood, (the report on this was read at the call o! 
Mr. MAL LORY; ) No. 59, for the relief of Peter Sky, an Onan 
daga Indian; No. 60, forthe relief of Thompson Hutchinsen; 
No. 61, for the relief of Joi.n Eugland, (amended on motion o1 
Mr. TALIAFERRO, by striking out $40 and insetting $20:) 
No 62, forthe relief of James Deatley; No. 63, for the reliet 
of Elizabeth Jones and others; No. 64, for the relief of Burne 
Burdsall; No. 65, to authorize the payment of seven vears’ 
half pay due on accountof the revolutionary services of Fray- 
cis Eppes, deceased; No. 69, authorizing the payment of the 
seven years’ hali pay due onaccount of the Revolu ionary ser 
vices of Captain William Ke'ly : 

The committee then took up the Senate billentitled “An act 
to provide for the allowance of invalid pensions to certain Che 
rokee wartiors, under the provisions of the 14th article of the 
treaty of 1535.” 

Mr. REYNOLDS offered the following amendment 

“Beit enacted, &c. Thatthe officers and soldiers who served 
in the military service of the United States ior six montke be- 
tween the years 1783 and 1795, be entitled to a pension under 
such provisions as is contained in the act granting pensions to 
the Rev» lutionary soldiers, passed 7th Juve, 1832. 

Mr. MALLORY made sy point that this amendment was not 
in order, as going to establish a general principle by 
ment toa private bill. - 

After a remark by Mr. GIDDINGS— 

The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order. 

Mr MALLORY appeale.i trom a deci n of the Char 

After brief remarks from Messrs. T “AL IAFERRO and 
BRIGGS, 

Mr REYNOLDS said that the original br! from the 
Benate, and his amendment, both being read, it remained 
only for him toapply one to the other, and the committee 
would see at once the decision of the Chair ought to be sus 
tained. Itis impossible, Mr. R. observed, that any substantial 
difference could be marked out by any, the most dis 
nating gentleman. The bill to which the amendm: 
provides for pensions for certain Indian warriors, 
amendment provides for pensions for certain white 
Who can contend that the amendment is not similar in pring iple 
to theoriginal bill? Both the bill and amendment prov 
pensioning Certain warriors, and because one set of warriors is 
red, and the other while, is this, in principle, any incon ruity? 
The most te chnical spe cial | leader in a county court, cou! ] 
not discover any difference in the above cases. ~ 

It seemed to him, Mr. said, that this committee would not 
be disposed to reject rt ndmeat providing for white war 
riorsand Revolutionary soldiers, as he conten. led they were in 
the Revolution, and to sustain the bill providing for Indiar 
Who can compare the services of the Indian warriors to the 
noble deeds performed by those brave white men who { elit 
for this country between 1753 and 1795?) There are no men on 
earth whose services were more severe and hazardous than 
above; and at the same time whose services were more honora- 
ble and beneficial co the country, and who at tie same time hav 
been so poorly rewarded forthesame. The true history of 
hardships anJ privations sufiered by those brave men, and 
perilous enterprises od noble deeds performed by them. is not 
wellknown. During the above period, between 1783 
1795, more innocent biood was shed, than in the whole Revo! 
tion besides. More lives were lost in the disastrous battle of 
General St. Clair with the Indians, than the Americans Jost i; 
any other one battle ever fought on the American continent. 

If the claims of these patriots are not soon 
Congress, these men will cease to exist on this } 
and their troubles will soon rest in peace in the grave. Th 
soldiers who bore arms in the period between 1783 and 1795 
must average 75 years of age or more. Three-fourths of these 
brave men must be dead, so that but a few remain to receive 
the bounty of their Government. No one, at this late day, can 











j 


ame! 





ets 
it is offered, 


and the 
Warrior 





de for 





th 








acted on by 


earth. 





! 
| 








know and appreciate the hardships and sufferings of the peo- 








ple in the West during this period. These worthy men, for 
whom I have introdaced the ame.dment to grant them pen 
410na, bra every Oppostuon, and re he country in 
eflance of all savage hosttliiy. During the greater part of this 


disastrous period, the General Government afiorded them no 
issistanice, bul permutied these brave soldiers to work out their 
own temporal salvation, or perishin the attempt. 
Mr. R. said he merely mentioned this service and the devo 
tion of these men to y, tO prove to the committee 
hat they have a meritorious claim on the country: and shall 
the mere cob-web rules oi this House be interposed to prevent 


heircour 





their claims from coming before Congress? The rules of this 
House were established in such manner that the ordinary pub 





lic business cannot be carried on. 
cob-webs, and so much technica 
the common sense mode of 
sued, 

Mr. R. said that |} 
drawer withvuut 





ere are so many artificial 
{nonsense in these rules, that 
oOing business could not be pur- 





had had petitions for months in his 
having the power, but barely once or twice dur- 
ing this whole of Congress, to present them to the 
House All other members are in the same situation This 

ulamity was equa.ly visited on all, he presumed. These rules 
may preventany member in this House for months, and per- 
haps for the whole session, from bringing before Congress sub 
jects of the greatest importance to their constituents. This 
very subject may again never see the light of day. These rules 

ay be so interposed that it may sleep forever without being 
t seamuiia before Congress 

These rules seemed to him to be of such baneful influence, 
that the standing and efficiency of this House to do business 
were injured, and the character of the House itseif was, by 
them, let down in the estimation of the people. He would ap 
peal to any gentleman ifsuch rules ought, in justice, to be sus- 
tained, to the injury and complete overthrow of public busi- 
ness. 

Bat, Mr. R. observed, in the case before the committee, there 
Was no necessity of a liberal construction to be given to the 
rules. The most tec nical construction could not be given to 
overthrow the judgment ofthe Chair, The common sense of 
every individual will at once force him to the conclusion that 
there is no difference in principle between granting a pension 
to white or red warriors. We hoped the opinion of the Chair 

ye sustained, and finally pensions be granted to the offi 
cers and soldiers as provided in his amendment 

Pending the question on the appeal— 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, the committee rose, and the 
chairman reported the action of the committee on the above 
s:veral bills. 

Mr. BRIGGS hoped the question would be taken on the en- 
grossment ofthe bills to which no amendment was made in 
committee. 

The following bills were then ordered to be engrossed: No 
11, for the reliefofFrancis G. McCauly; No 45, for the relief of 
the Springfield Manufacturing Company; No. 47, for the relief 
of Chauncy Calhoun; No. 51, for the relief of Conrad House; 
No. 52, for the relief of Sylvester Phelps and the representatives 
of Charles Laudon, deceased; No. 54, for the relief of Obed P. 
Lacy; No 55, directing bounty land warrants to issue for the 
services of Genera! Duportai!, General Armand, and Major De 
la Colombe; No. 56, for the relief of Jane Fertenbaugh, widow 
if Captain Hawkins Boon; No. 58, foc the relief of John Flood; 
No. 59, for the relief of Peter Sky, an Onendaga Indian; No 
62, for the relief of James ws No, 63, 
Elizabeth Jones and others; No. 64, for the relief of Burnett 
Burdsall; No. 69, authorizing the payment of the seven years 
half pay due on account of the services of Captain William 
Kelly. 

The amendment of the Committee of the Whole to the bill 
No. 61, for the reliefof John England, was then agreed to, and 
the bil -_ oa tr a engrossed, 

The bill No. 40, for the relief of Lieutenant 
taken up, a 

Mr. T. J. CAMPBELL renewed his amendment offered in 
committee, whic in the following words: 

Andalso the further sum of sixty dollars, in remuneration 
of the expenses incurred by said John L. Kline, in attending to 
said suit at three terms of the circuitcourt aforesaid, from the 
county of Granger, Tennessee, a distance of one hundred 
miles.’ 

Mr. CAMPBELL advocated, and Mr. SMITH of Virginia op- 
posed the amendment 

The yeas and na 
the amendment 

And the question being taken, the vote was—ayes 63, 
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John L. Kiine, was 





s were called, and refused by the House, on 





orum volng. 
M EWIso dthat the House adjourn. 
Which motion was decided in the negative—yeas 59, nays 62 


No quorum. 
Mr. LINN BOYD moved acall of the House 
This motion was decided in the negative. 
Mr. J. C.CLARK moved that the House adjourn. 
Which motion prevailing, the House adjourned 











In the report ”’s proceedings in the House the name 
of Mr. Go ntally inserted as making a report 
from the Committee on Enrolled Pills 

Ohio, 





IN SENATE. 
Monpay, he bruary 14, 1842 
e PRESIDENT laid fore the Senate resolutions adopted 
Bi, the Legislat live Cor aaa of Jowa Territory, 
survey and pure hase of a tract ofcountry owned by the Sac and 
Fox Indians; also, from the same source, asking a donation of 
ind for school purposes 
Messrs. SMITH, of Indiana, WRIGHT, 
and WOODBRIDGE presented memorials 
rainst any action on the Bankrupt law, 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. MANGUM presented the netition of ThomasL. Rags- 
Jale,praying for renune! ation for extra services rendered by him 
asa clerk in the Navy Department; which was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 
Mr. WRIGIIT presented ¢ 
ments to the Bankrupt law 
mittee. 
Mr. FULTON presented the petition 


asking the 


KING, CLAY, 
remonstrating 
which were referred 









memorial, praying amend- 


refeired to the Judiciary Com- 


of Wm. E. Woodruff, 


praying compensation for his services as a pension agent: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions, 


for the relief of 


,instead of Mr. Gooner of 


Mr. STURGEON presented a memorial from certain manu. 
facturers of iron In Pennsylvania, representing that they cannot 
susiain themselves against foreign Competition if the duty on 
that article be reduced to less than that of 1839, and praying that 
inthe adjustment of the tariff that rate of duty may be fixed: re. 
ferred (he Committee on Manutactures, 

Mr. EVANS presented the petition of John Hibbert, praying 
for a pension: referred to the Con:mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. WOODBURY presented the petition of Joseph Bartlett 
Alpheus Deming, and Luther Will: ard, soldiers of the Revolu- 
tion, fur pensions: referred tothe Commit'ee*on Pensions 

Also, presen! d the petition of Mercy Bemis, widow of Buck. 
minster White, praying for a pension: referied to the Commit. 
tee on Pensions 
Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from Huntington, 

om certain manufacturers of iron, praying that Congress, 
the tariff, will fix the duties on that article as high 
as was levied in 1839, and representing that the iron works In 
Pennsyivania cannot get alongat a less rate of duty: referred 
to the Committee on Manufactures 

Also, presented a memorial from citizens of Pittsburgh, Pa, 
representing thatthe country had endured many evils from the 
operations of the compromise act, and praying that, in the ad- 
justment of the tariff, Congress will, in Its discretion, establish 
sucha rate of duties as will give protection to domestic indus- 
try: referred to the Commiitee on Manufactures. 

Also, presenied a memorial from professional men of the 
Western Judicia! District of Pennsylvania, praying the passage 
of a law such as would allot the services of Judge Baldwin at 
least once a year to the district court held at Williamsburg, in 
that State: referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also presented a memorial from David Wilkins, introduc: 
tory to asyatem of finance, which questi m he goes fully into 
the discussion of, and proposes a plan for the aloption of Con. 
gress: referred to the Select Committee on the subjeet of the 
Fiscaliy. 

Mr. BENTON presented the memorial of mercantile firms 
in the city of New York, proposing certam amendments to the 
Bankrupt law, among which is one making the act applicable 
to banking and trading corporations. 

Mr. BENTON gave notice that he would, 
move the Senate to take up 
of the Bankrupt law 

Mr. WOODBURY proposed a resolution, which was adopt- 
ed, instructing the Committee on Pensions to inquire into the 
expediency of granting a pension to Anna Watscn. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Claims, made an ad- 
verse report on the claim of John Burke, for indemnity for pro- 
perty destroyed in the last war. Also made an adverse report 
on the claim of Henry Waller, for indemnity for property de- 

stroyed during the list war; which reports were ordered to lie 
on the table and be printed. 

Ir WRIGHT, from the Committee on Commerce, to which 
had been referred the petition of the pilots of the port of New 
York, praying the repeal or modification of the Jaw concerning 
pilots, passed by Congress in 1887, re ported i a bill to repeal the 
law of the 2d of March, 1837, upon that subjec 

Mr. W. said, as the bill was accompanied by no written re- 
port, he desired, under the indulgence of the Senate, as it was 
tly in order, to make a few remarks. The sub- 
ject was one of deep interest, in certain localities at least, and 

he port of New York. The bill was reported, 

not viee the © unanimous voice of the committee, but by the con 

sent of a bare majoity, and that majority was p ledged to no 

partic ular action or vote upon the bill —_— It might not be 

considered the best course to pass this bill, but his object was 

that Senators should examine the questica, when he thought all 
would agree that something should be done. 

That this examination might be directed to what he believed 
to be the true points to be examined for practical action, he 
asked leave tosay that it would be found that the very first ses- 
sion of the ry fi sress Which was convened under the 
Constitution, 1 authority over the subject, devolved the 
whole regulation of ms e pilotage of the ports of the country 
upon the respective States in which the ports are situate, “un- 
til further legislative provision shall be made by Congress.” 
He referred to the act ot the 7th August, 1789, “for the esta- 
blishment and support of light-houses, beacons, buoys, and 
public piers.” The fourth section of thatact is in the follow- 


y words 
“Sec 4. os he it further enacted, That all pilots in the 
bays, inle har Ors and ports of the United States, 
shall continue t a regulated in conformity with the existing 
laws of the Siates respectively, wherein such pilots may be, or 
withsuch laws as the States may respectively, hereafter, en- 
act for the pu 


until further legislative provision shall 
be made by Ct 


NLTESS 
From the passage of that law up to the year 1837, Congress 
never attempted to exercise the power Of regulating pilotage 
at any port inthe count and the subject was made one of 
established State legis In the State of New York, that 
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had been emphatically so. 

A grave question had existed in the minds of some, and he 
was one among the number, as to which of the Governments- 
the Siate or the National—possessed the constitutional right to 








exerci his } He ir ita branch of the 
municipal reg s helonging States, like the quar- 
antine laws, port lens, wharfage, and ihe like. and nota 1e- 
gulation ol comme exclusively conferred ujyoaut Congress 


Vet he did not tes to agitate this question upon the present 


i 
on. Jn referen 








oce ce to this Immediate que tron, it Was im- 
material to him which Government exercised the power, if one 
Government exercised it 3 ively. so as to make the regula- 
tions applicableto the same port, equal as to all the pilots of 


that port 

Such was the fact now. The¢ 
tial, and wholly defective. It could apply to, at most, 
ports in the country, and it was doubtful whether, upon 
vestigation, it would prove to be applicable to r 
gle one—the port of New York; and as to that poi 
other regulation than to let in pilots from another State, without 
any responsibility or accountability any where, while the New 
York pilots are held bound by all the responsibilities, all the 
penall and all the assessments imposed by the Rtate law. 
This is unequal and unjust. If the Atate law isto prevail, 
should prev sil as to all. Uf the law of Congress be the law, it 
alone shouldbe enforced. Every pilot of ihe same port, no mat- 
ter from what authority he may derive his license and character 
asa pilot, should enjoy the same privileges, and be subject to 
the same responsibilities end burdens. This, he trusted, all 
would assent to; and he entreated the members of the Senatg 


ct of Congress of 1837 was par- 
but two 
full in 
ae than a sin- 
.1t makes no 



































—_— mo 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 








to examine this question, so that when this bill shall come up 
for action, something may be done, which shall produce uni- 
formity of legal re guiations, atleast, at the same port. 

Important quesuons grow out of this subject. Does Con- 
gress constitutionally possess this power to regulate the pilot- 
age of the ports of the country? I[f 50, has the resumption of 
the power, by the passage of the law of 1957, suspended the 
power of the States to legislate In this matter? Is the extating 
legislation of the States yet in force, or has thie law of 1837 sus- 
pended it, where that Jaw applies?’ These are 
impoitant character; and it is the sinplest tice, not to the 
pilots of the port of New York alone, but to the city of New 
York, and to the State of New York, that these questions should 
be settled—that Congres this 
matter. 

When this ! should come up, while he did not desire tl 
much time should be consumed upon it, he must h that the 
members of the body would consent so far to examine these 
questions as to be prepared to correct the manifest injustice 
which the present state of the law 
work, and could not fail to work, ag 
the port of New You! 

The bill was read, and ordered to a second wading 

Mr. PHELPS, froin the Committee on Claims, moved that 
said committee be «isct 
the petition of Samuel Milroy praying the allowance of certain 
commissionsas a receiver. The committee, be said, were o 
the opinion thatthe elai le e Treasury De 
partme) tL withoutaetion on the j gress The cem 
mittee was discharged 

Mr. PHELPS, also,‘from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, made adverse reports in the following cases: On the 
the petition of Leonard Bleecker, an officer of the Revolution, 
for pension; on the petition of Prude Barton, claiming a 
sum of mo ey due her late husband; on the petition of Esther 
Lefforts, the widow of Willham Thorne, deceased, a paymasier 
in the Revolutionary army, praying for abalance cne her late 
husband; andon the petition of Nancy Mountz; which adverse 
reports were severally ordered to lie on the tab 
printed. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, from Committee on Commerce, 
made an adverse report on (he memorial of N. and Dana and 
Company, praying the refunding to them of certain tonnage 
duties, which was ordered to lie onthe table and be printed 

Mr. SMITH, trom the Committe on Public Landa, to which 
had been referred the bili to establish an additional land district 
in the State of Alabama, which had been returned from the 
House of Representatives, with certain amendments, reported 
the same back, with a recommendation that the Senate concur 
with the amendmen'sof the House, with another amendment. 
The amendments of the ITouse wereconcurred in, and the bill 
was returned to that body 

On motion of Mr. PIERCE, the resolution introduced by him 
a few weeks ago, ani! sequently modified, was taken up for 
consideration. ‘the resolution was read as follows: 

Resolved, Secretary of the Trea 
communicate lo the Sen acopy oar commission or other 
authority issued forthe purpose of investigating 
the New York custom heuse, and the law under which the 
same issued. Also, copies all letters or other documentsac- 
companying the said commissions; that he fi 
ofthe commissioners, tie time 
upon their duties, and wher 
how long they cortinue:, « 
state the fact whethe: 

a report, either verbally or it 
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hen they respectively entered 
ail duues were performed, and 
spected to continue; and 





appotnte 











why It ha it 
been made, and reins mmmissior or 
any and which of them, fou anew commis- 
sion; that he also report tu é (with copies of 
the vouchers) that have, recdy oi lirectly, arisen in the 
execution of said commission. the names of ill parties employ- 
ed, and how employed, and the allowance made to each, in- 
cluding all items of tneidental ses, and from what fund 
such expenses were pa! A >number and names of wit 
nesses examined by the commissi whether the commission 











sull continues, Which of the 








u On rs are still acting 
thereunder. and who are now en wedby then And also to 
report copies ol i letters or com: unicat s vd m 
the Treasury Dena , OF lile there, in regard 
any Manner atieciing ‘he cour i proceeding by said 
sioners, or the acts alleged to have been em ora 
the persons in the r pile 

Mr. PIERCE remarked rt t} ) ne merely 
of inquiry—that it was to tin int uinr % for him 
butfor the whole country ' 


and proper somethii 

of corruplioa made hy th 
in support of the call, in 
charges of that party b 
They, during the cumpa 
that, so soon as they obtal 

extravagance, an! corruption, ander the late De m ; 
nisirations, would be made that would astound the country. 
He contrasted these promises with their inattention to the 
ject siuce they obtained the power so muchdesired 
failure to specify where the rruption, &e. existed, and in 
what partculars Hie adverted to th 
ruption against the New York e 
mises parucularly with ref 
with the effort made by that 
information as to what pro the commission have made, 
which was instituted to develope those alleged abuses. Mr 
P. made some remarks on the abuse of power by the institu 
tion of that commission. Though he was ready to go 
to the fullest extent to ferret out ¢ ruption or e xtravagance 
wierever it mizhtexist, vet he could not justify the exercise 
ofa power, by the Executive, to institute a commission, an | 
to pay enormous silaries, withont the authority of law. 
He made an appeal to the Whig party to pormitthe reso. 
lution to pass, ifthey didnot wish to suppress the information 
desired. 

Mr. CLAY asked to have the resolutio read. 

It was read by the Secretary of the Senate. 

Mr. Clay w ] 
shire concur In wish he had expressed 
that all the mal practices the New York enst 
be brought to light. Hethoneht the language of 
however, was calculatedto throw some doubt ur 
priety of the commission Me mwwoed that if he had heen ¢ 
the power was claimed u 
stitution, that the E> 
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i charves yy cor. 





t house, and their pr 
to it, and contrasted 








now to suppress the call for 





tohearthes nae fray 





vler the general injunction in the Con- 
utive shall cause the laws ‘o be executed 
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he would hs uve considere d it 
and appoint offi 
Congress. But 





a great abues to issue a commission 
‘ers under that clause, without the authority of 
“tice of investigating abuses, or supposed 
mal-practices, in this way, had growninto use long since in the 
Executive Department, aad no doubt in this Instance mere pre- 
cedent had been followed. He, however, considered the clause 
in the Constitution restricted the Executive to the charge of see- 
ing that the law iithfully executed by the officers of the 
G ernment constitucionally appointed, and did not reach to the 
SULT . ppointment of officers, and fixing their 
salaries, by the Executive, withoutthe authority of Congress. If 
this practice should be persisted in, hosts of officers might be 
} other purpose, and the powers of Congress 

tree superseded by the act of the Exe- 
{too much of this kind of construction of the 


Consutution; and, among other Instances, he had learned last 
+ | 












IssiOnS, a 











ightin ae versal a friend thatthe late Secretary of 
War had sent young mento France to learn to ride on horse 
back. Asto the charges against the late Administration, allu- 
ded to by the Senator from New Hampshire, he would advise 


y not to halloo until they were out of the woods 
een the condition of the Whigs? They had a Chief 
it ywweit who retained in office almost all of 
{ and the public transactions were 
1, tothe Whigs, was impenetrable. 
ng (heir condition, had asked them to point 
hey had promised toexpose; buthe would 
yto the gentleman, that, In due time, and soon, he would 
which for the last twelve years, had 
een gradually growing up, in the New York custom-house 
Hehad seen one of the minissioners, and had 

t ulthough two hundred and fifty pages 
been written, thelrreport was not yet completed, but that 
it would be, in the course of a few days, and then sent to Con- 





The Senator 





>the bus 





ee some of these abus 
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especially 











gress. But why this impatience to call for the report at this 
Lime Hiad gentleman lo | confidence inthe President and 
his two tor If they | he hoped that they would here- 
after refrain from exp) ing their sentimeuts of gratitude and 


adoration to the Executive tor his services to the country in 
resi stil x two of the measures of the extra session. Gentlemen 
would have the report in a few days, and then they would hear 
of more abuses than they had stomachs to bear. 

Mr. PIERCE replied that if there were abuses such as the 
Senator conceived, he wasnot the man to resist their exposure 
no matter by whom or by what party committed. 

Mr. CLAY said neither was he. 

Mr. PIR RCE ebserved that his resolution simply called for 
facts and document Why. if there is no indisposition to face 
the truth. is tl call re isted? As the Senator ne 
had alluded to the con:mendat fool the President by the De- 
mocratic party, he would inform him that they had fen for the 
President the most profound respect for the vetoes: stil] it was 

on account of that, to expect he could be considered the 
Democratic party; and he would say tothe 

Senator that no appeal of this kind would haveany effect upon 
him (Mr. Pu Debates had been going on here, from day 





lent of the 





to day, in which et men had attempted to shift responsibi 
lity from themselves; and now when they had power to expose 
the abuses, they stood pletged tolthe country to expose,when’'the 

ex] re was in their own hands, when commissions 





bee t » New York to ferret out corruption, and when 





months ha t occupied inthe investigation, was it not 

me for those wl est uncer these charges to call for the 

' oy Senator remarked that they would hear of more 
ihuses than y had stomachs to bear. Now, if the report be 
made, andif it iid show that his friends were involved in 



































these ma es, he would condemn them; but, without 
taunts th i r comments on the present, he desired to 
at at thie! Lift resolution was exceptionablein its 
phraseology or subst: », he was wiliing to modify it. 
' Mr. MANGUM said that he had had a resolution in his 
drawer forthe last ten or twelve days, the object of which was 
to elie ie information called for by the resolution of the Se- 
ne from NeW Hampshire, but when the report of the com- 
missioners shall have | laid before them, he would present 
it, asi 1 the necessary to make othe investigations, 
te ' t wrong during the last Adminis- 
t ' if things had been ma any bet- 
t l that they would look to frauds not only 
under the present Administration He con- 
ceiv hat they were ywable, at this time, to determine all the 
hoin > iredto elicit the whole truth: he there- 
fere moved that the ution, for the present, be laid upon the 

Mr. BUCHANAN lbut twoorthree words to say on this 
matter {' Pwith t ator from Kentucky. that 
he iniu mot the ¢ tit did not authorize the Exe- 
cuti ‘ Sonat ippoint officers, and fix salaries, 
without the au ity of Congress, for he considered such a 

wer would i ntire ¢ h inge of Government. 

A h i af young men to France to learn to ride on 
hors k. the “ena haldatha ridicule; and the 
whole amount of the mattei the Secretary of War 
had sent sor y flic fr for the purpose of learn- 
ing military dis ina tice in which the army 
of the United Svat add notmuch experience. He would not 
savy Ww h reise of authority was right or wrong; but 








if it received y their lawft Hl pay. and went abroad 
to get infort , it might he justifies Ii. however, they 
were sent me y to Jearn to ride, they had } better been sent to 

amanches, whowere | r horsemen than the French 
Thes itor told omnotto “halioo until they got out of the 
wor ? it wer vy never to geton? They had been hallooing 
for a long time, {had been calling for specifications of alleged 
al ; they bad been calling “spirits from the vasty deep’? for 
nearly at > had made their appearance. They had 


no specifications, and they could not lay their hands upon them. 





He hoped Senato would hasten their examination, and he 
would soa r wit It was very probable, nay, certain, 
hatsome abuses had dinthe New York custom-house, 
forthe vigilance of tl i Administration could not prevent 
officers confided in { eing acted upon by the corrupting 
influences of every petty as well as every powerful influence 
sur vilir could do waa to watch and seek for 
i ’ h ac pon it by removing delinquents. sutthe 
charges from the otO>r side had been promulgated against the 


Adminis tj itself It was satisfactory to the friends of that 
to hav lemonstrated that they had heen 

; had been sent to them. When 
Swartwout, asa candidate for the 
same Presidential ticket with a dis- 





‘no man sincerely lamented more —_ he did,) and why ha 
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tinguished gentleman now in the c abinet,) he looked for ab u 
for, whenever a collector of customs turned politician, it be 
camehis interest to accommodate merchants so as to se 
their support, and then farewell to honesty. Who 
say a woid egainst the present collector?) Did not that office: 
sweep the custom-house as with abesom of destrucuion? Did 
he not remove thuse who were there when he went 
into office, and was not the custom-house now under 
the control of the Senator’s friends, both high and 
low? Whence, then, was the necessity for a commission 
Was not the cCustom-house filled by Democratic Whigs, 
whose duty it was to detect traudecommitted by their prede 
cessors? He didnot knowin what position the Whigs stood; 
but did they notsupport the President. with the exception of his 
two vetoes, and had not President Tyler approved all their 
other acts?’ He was, then, a Whig Presicent, with the excep- 
tion of a Bank of the United States, an!, according to the ad 
mission of the Senator from North — (Mr. MA» 
GuM] the head of the Treasury Department was ve ‘ 
picion. 

Mr.MANGUM. As furasl know. 

Mr BUCHANAN sal] that the office of First Comptroller w 


given tothat gentleman by General Harrison, (whose decease 














utgentleman been appealed to, to ferret oul some of the 
abuses? But let Senators inquire of the head of the Treast 
Department, and ascertain the extent of the abuses, and 


, whe 


they did so, 1/ they did not tind him as ready as any Senator 
correct them, he was mistaken in his own opinior Let then 


have the facts, and then it would be time enough to criminate 
and recriminate; and he pres» med that all abuses had ceased 
since Mr. Curtis went into office, but still they ought to look at 
see how he had proceeded 

Mr. CLAY was very sorry that the Senator from Pennsyiva 
nia, seated as he was, near him and his (Mr Cray’s) 
had not imbibed some of the prineiy:! les whic “hac uated the 
Whigs upon his » of the chamber, and he had hoped that 











little of those priciples would have reached the Senator's hear 
but the Senator wonld still attach himself to tl ther side, not 
withstanding all Its (Mr. CLay’s) kind atienuot They h 
however, gained something, and he gave the atleman credit 





for his candor in assenting to his (Mr. Chay principles with 
regard to the appointment of the commission. The Senator 
was, so far as that was concerned, a good Whig. and he congra- 
tulated him on the conversion, and hoped that he would be re 
stored to religion and to patriotism once more. But the Senate 
seemed to have got too much in his head about Presidential 
candidates; and, according to his (Mr. CLay’s) recollection, this 
Sam Swartwout never was a candidate for the Vice Presid 
eye 

Mr. BUCHANAN. You don’t read the newspapers 

Mr. CLAY said that he read too many of them, and that hi 
friend from Pennsylvania had been reviewing this subject with 
too much scrutiny and nicety. But where was the sleepless eye 
of eternal vigilance that watched over the Treasury Depart 
ment when Sam Swartwout was nominated for the Vice Presi- 
dency, and previous to which frauds had been committed at 
the custom-house? He would, however, take the occasion to 
say that he believed that Mr. Van Buren was originally opposed 
to the appointment of Mr. Swartwout, and he had understood 
that the Senator from Pennsylvania was also eppesed to the 
ay) pointmen it; still the selection was made by the 
iron will. ly was impossible for gentlemen to escape from re- 
sponsibility. Jesse Hoyt was appeinted by Mr. Van Buren, 
but the appointment was made against the consent of the Sena 
tor from New York. With regard to the increase of the cost of 
collection at New York, the per cent. was | as under the col 
lectorship of Jonathan Thompson, but under that of Swartwout 
it was 267. Ifthe Senator would not be reapc onsible for this, 
would he answer for Jesse Hoyt? 

Mr. BUCHANAN, No, sir. 

Mr. CLAY. What in the Devil are you responsible for? He 
was a thorough-going Loco Feco; he never hadany Whig sym 
pathy, and yet the Senator vad ho sym pathy for Hoyt. Does 
the Senator charge the Whigs with responsibility? 

Mr. BUCHANAN. I don’t know, 

Mr. CLAY said that he would be extremely hay 
anid that ul as Sam was. the cost of collection 
doubled under the administration of Jesse Hoyt, 2 
creased to5 17. Under Mr. Jonathan Thompson, 
nue of fifieea millions, the total number of per 
was 165, but alte r - first year of Sam Swartwout, 
was increased to 199, andit then ranged from y ; 
follows: 215, 243, 269, 3zR8, 331, 407. Jesse came in with 407 
persons, and the number went up to 187. and afterwards came 
down to 481, then increased to 470; amounts in all to seventy 
more than the number employed by the candidate for the Vice 
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Presidency. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that the 8 nator from Kentucky had 
commenced his remarks by saying that he was very sorry th 
his (Mr. BucHANAN’s) Vicinity to him and his friends hay 
produced greater effects upon him. Perhaps the effect indic 
ted might have been produced ifhe bad not been so near to the 
Senator: and he would have stood a beter chance of converting 
him, if they had been at a greater distance. was on the 
anxious seat, however, and the Senator from Kentucky had 
brought himto it; and just at the moment when he was under- 
soing conversion. his preacher and covfessor began t ) swear, 
and exclaim, “What in the Devil are you responsibie tor 
The Senator will not be able to shift from limeelf and his 
party the responsibility of proving to the country he corru 
tions which they accused the late Administration ¢ y dvei 
ur Z attention to Jesse Hoyt or any other custom house of 

charges made in the face of the country by the Whig 

y, and which they pledged themselves to prove beyond a sha 
dow of doubt the moment they got into power, were those o 
enormous corruption and abuses; and when the party did get 
into power, one of Its first acts was to appotnt six of its own 
commissioners to ferret out the abuses and corrup ions of the 
New York custom-houce, with which they were to astound the 
the country. Yet now, after ten months’ investigation —after 
the inquiry has penetrated every thing— when the friends of the 
late Administration call for the proof—when they demand the 
exposure of the alleged corruptions and abuses, instead of be 
ing fairly met with the facts and evidence. and the documer 
elicited by the investigation, they are told of “Jesse Hoyt 
and Samuel Swartwout’s app ointment by Ger - Jacl son! D 
not every one know all about that before the lste Presidential 
election? Every one knew that Gusstuees | Se al out his ee- 
cond term of office, andgwas refused (0 be re-eppointed by Mr. 
Van Buren. Every one knew his defalcations were not found 
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out di ll many months after the refusal of his re-appointment. 
General Jackson appointed him because he thought him an 
honest man. All, however, are liable to be mist aken in regard 
to public men; and, once finding out our error, all that could 
be done was to remove the obnoxious officer. He,Mr.B had 
not been convicted of mconsistency in regard to the authority 
by which the commission was appotnt ed, or any commission 
He believed the matt rity Was not vested in the President, and 
that it muat come from Congress. His opinion was now, upor 
this eubject, what it always had been, and no inconsistency had 
been porte dout 

Mr. CLAY observed that in regard t» the ojficers in the Go 
vernment, he would say that they had not been Jong enough i 
office to correct all the abuses of the Government which had 
existed for so many years. They had not been long enough in 

fice to ferret them out It was known to the whole country 
that the relations of the Whig party had not been of that confi 
dential character necessary to success. Lt was known too, that 
the heads of the present De; artments had not beea there for 
more than five months —that changes had been made growing 
out of a difference of opinion among friends But he would 
gay that the annals ofno country had exhibited such : of 
things—such a determined adherence to principle 
manifested by the Whigs since November last 
otherwise, they would not have refused terms with the | 
uve. They scorned to abandon their principles, and would re- 
ceivé patronage for theinselves and their friends upo ysuch 
terms. And yet gentlemen here who visited the Executive 
mansion in crowds, and were praising himevery day, were 
calling upon us before there was time to make reforms, to cor 
rect abuses which had existed for years is puffing and 
praising of the Presi - ut, from whom the Whigs in C on gress were 
most uafertunately alle “i, wa r other purpose than to 
mislead the President He would not impeach the 
gentlemen who mate these advances He would not say 
say what the motives were. He would state what was 
hig conviction, and that was, that the gentlemen had 
design of supporting the Executive in any o 
sures. 

Mr. BUCHANAN was not disposed to have the last word in 
the discussion, and would not insist upon it. However, he 
had a few words tosay, and would say them seriously. In re 
gard to the Administiation, he had done no more than to de- 
feud the head of it forhistwo vetoes. He believed the Presi- 
dent to be a very amiable and honest man, but nothing had 
been said in his defence by his Democratic opponents, ex- 
cept upon these two questions. Upon all other questions 
there had been a concurrence*of opinion between the President 
andthe Whigs in Congress. He regretted that there was not 
more unity of opinion between them, and that there 
no party in the Senate to defend the President 

Mr. CLAY said heregretted also, and most deeply, the state 
of relations which unhappily existed between the Executive 
and the Legislative branches of the Government. He could 
appeal to the ’Senator and the Senator’s frtends, that he had 
endeavored to avoid it. They found, as an inheritance, an 
empty Treasury, a bankrupt Government, embarrassment 
everywhere. They were compelled tosupply these deficien- 
cies, and how had they been aided in this state of embarrass- 
ment, by the gentleman interested as much as themselves in 
the preservation of the honor of the country? Gentlemen had 
opposed them inall their effurts to relieve ‘the Governmien in 
most of the!measures of the extra srssion. He thought, in 
this opposition, gentlemen had not dealt wi th their opponent 
asthey had been dealt by, when they were in power, and 
had aright to prescribe their own forms of measures 

The gentlemen with whom he acted here wer disposed and 
would support the Administration whenever they con 
in regard to the present state of things, hehoped that it would 
resuit in good, particularly as the spirit ef patriotism seemed 
to be invoked by men ofail parties. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that, ona future occasion, he wou! 
review the conduct of the two parties since the commencement 
of the present Administration, and would show. as he thought 
he could, that five millions of the expenses of the Gevernment 
was brought aout by the Whig party in 
extravagance atthe extra sesrion 

Mr. CLAY. Very well, sir. ‘Come on Macduff 

Mr. CALHOUN rose and observed, that he would not have 
said a word had not allusion been —_ to | j 
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him by the Senator 
irom Pennsylvania, implying that he had a very low estimate 


of his plan of economy and re 
partment. 

Mr. BUCHANAN interposed. There was nothing in the 
world furiher from his intention than to reflect upon the Se 
tor from South Carolina. He had said so i 
vate, and upon all occasions. Ali he meant 
reform could never be accomplished by ¢ 
Detail was necessary. ; 

Mr. CALHOUN had not » understood the Senator from 
Pennsylvania. It was inferred that he had by general discn 
= sustained the reform proposed, when he had gone on, and 

t great personal labor, to procure and exhibit (ectails for the 
scenes lishment of reform. He was for specific reform 
the only way to accomplish it was to begin by correcting erro- 
neous Opinions in regard to the protective system and the tax- 
ing power, and then for the Executive to go to wor! letai 
to bring down expenditures. Until this was done, Congress 
robbed the people in levyingtaxes. {t was plunderand not 
more, and ref orm and retrenchment could be accomplis 
in no other way than by correcting the erroneous doe 


‘trenchment Ds the Executive ce 


a: 
public and pri- 
to say Was, that 
eral discuss 





, and 


which bad grownup here in regard to tax 
Mr. BU c . ANAN said he » found himself between two fires: 
the Senator from Kentucky on the tight. and the Senetor from 


South Carolina on the left. He had not said that the Senat 
trom South Carolina had made a speech up: 
ties. He only said that the remarks of ” Renator did not 
apply the remedies The y pointed out the rem dy nly. 

Mr. WOODBURY said he rose to cerrect some e rors of 
into which the Senator from Kentuc ky had tailen from ina 
vertence, without doubt 

In stating the reasons which had induced some gen 
this side of the House to vote against the tariff bill at the late 
extra session—that Senator had in 
us, when only a few resisted it; and lie had imputed reasons 
their conduct, not very charitable, and, from misapprehensior 
not very near whatin fact governed them. We must be al- 
lowed to know our own reasons a little better than others do or 
can. We explained them then, and he, for one, would beg 
leave to repeat them now, as the explanations appear to have 
been unnoticed orforgotten. It is admitied that the tariff bill 


“7 Mere cenera 





puted opposition to all of 
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raised about three millions more money by indirect taxes on 
the people than would have been necessary, if the proceeds of 
t given away. Given away, you may say 
! we wrongfully—that I shall not now discuss; but 


the lands weie 


rightfully 








all must agree that if not given away, the taxes by that bill 
migh' have *nthree millions less. Mence we contended, that 
the lands ous to be retained and the duties in the bill re- 
juced three null A 

Ves, sir, reduced on salt, molasses, sugar, or some other great 
necessat fhif Aud because you refused to do this, we re- 


yO 
fused to vote for the bill. Was that unpatriotic? Was it un 
wise! Was nott St told again and again, thatif you re 
tained the rever e public lands, all the increase of the 





tariff required ¢ iny puolic debt and any expenses sulfa- 
le to an ecor ministration of the Government would 
»cheerfully voted? That course, siv, strikes me quite as com 
mendably, and as leserving reproach now, as the one 





first throwing away a permanent 
isking Us to assent to tax the peo 
ve in consequence of such impro 
2y waste and recklessness 


pursued on the other si 
revenue from lands, and 
pie three or four milli 


vivence, nottos 





So as to the loan bill for twelve millions, which we are now 
taunted with having op; i from motives little short of fac 
tious. Why, sir, half at least of that loan—wheiher to be ef 
Treasury notes—was rendered necessary for 
he year Istl, only it consequence of the ext ra session itself, 
nid its fivetosix millions of additional app roy riations, and the 

<travagant policy which had been pursued since March of 
pushing expenditures to the greatest extent, and in every pos 
sible direction 


fec'ed by scrip or 


Some of us, 


lel af 
yentdevt, i 


to be sure. preferred Treasury notes toa perma 
hing more was to be borrowed; and facts since 
have vindicated the correctness of our opinions and wishes in 
Administvation has since beer obliged to 
abandon the permanent loan, and come here forthe very Trea- 
sury notes they then stigmatized, and refused to substitute for 
the scrip. Butothers voted against the loan bill for both causes; 
the want of reason forany loan, if prudence and economy were 
pursued, and if any had become indispensable by not pursuing 
such safe guides, the evident superiority of Treasury notes for 
such temporary difficulties, over scr p. 

Itere, again, let me ask the Senate an! the world, which 
evinced most judgment or intelligence, or even patriotism, the 
want of which last is now so freely imputed to us by the Se- 
nator from Kentucky 

But, lastly, we hear again from him, 
time this ses 





that respect. The 








the third or fourth 
sion, of our wish to withhold supplies, and thus 
stop the wheels of Government, because we did not vote for 
the recent Treasury Note bill, We stop the wheels of Govern 
ment! Why, sir, they were stopped before we were applied 
to—before the Administration came here asking for relief by 
means of those very notes they had so often and so violently 
denounced. Did we refuse toaid in setting the wheels in mo- 
tion again, and in plucking up drowning honor by the locks? 
No, sir, no. Mr. Wooppvry had, for one, formerly experi- 
enced too much pain and anxiety—not from such a condition 
actually upon me, or already happened, but one anricipated, 
if not averted by new means, and one seasonably pointed out, 
in order to avert it—not to be ready to furnish, at once, what 
was now, or soon would be, necessary. And I call, sir, on 
you in the chair, and on all the Senate, to bear me witness, 
hat on the occasion al uded to, I, and others on this side of 
the House, proposed to pass, at once, with no delay or change, 
the Treasury Note bill as it come to us, 

Who then stopped its pa Who then postponed relief? 
Who refused the sup " ies a days and even weeks, in the 
manner the House of Representatives proposed them, and as 
most of us were willing” to vete them? It was the very gentle- 

en Who now impute the delay to us. They were not content 

give the relief desired in the form preferred by the other 
House. They wonld not take enough forthe exigency, by sub- 
stituting five millions of Treasury notes for five millions of the 
permanent loan which could not be used in the last form, but 
withheld all supplies, unle ive millions of notes were voted 
in addition to the loan. This we opposed, and rightfully too; 
hecause the additional five millions were not needed for the 
ine liate exigency: so said the Secretary of the Treasury, so 
we all knew, They were not needed till the next quarter or half 
year, and then wonld be needed or not, as we in the meantime 
made large or small new anpropriations, took back the public 
inds or not, and essentially altered thr ariff or no We, 
herefore said on that occasion—take your five million Treasu- 
ry notes instead of the loan—all you now need—all you now 
isk for this emergency—but leave any permanent addition to 
the debt ull a few more mouths have elapsed, and you can as- 
certain with certainty whether it is then to be needed o1 
ot ; 

The prudence.candor, and liberality, the justice and patriotism 

if this course we are willing to | the judzment of an iin- 


























eave to 





tng down, sir, and without entering into the politi- 
} 


at all, permit me to correct another 





mm Kentucky, as to what hes 
rop sorts ynate increase of expenses 
custom-house in Ne w York, sinee the days of Jonathan Thor 
eon. He reaches hisc 1 


mm the present revenu 
{ ne |} ! é 





pposes 
to be the greatly at the 
hp- 
ions by comparing the per centage 
. With that « mn the revenue then. 


But, sir, the Senator forgeta that the duties then on the im 





nel 















ports ranged from fifty to one hur vetoes while in 1833, 
many were wholly removed: and since the others have 
t i: recularly falli ’ t none after t ar will be above 
wenty t ee 
On the co esthe whole ees anil the cost 
collection aan, ee 2nd now, which ismt 





| the imports net sailing r payir 
» eee Gtnies tke, aictea ei mead dhae 

’ uty, mu t entered, anu the ves- 
sels and merchandise examined, to prevent smuggling. I say 
the cost, com] ybably not increased 


lotyv, and wit 


ylow orh 


ured with the imports, has pr 
adotlar at New York 

We have not New York exhibited alone in official tables, but 
we have the whole Union, and we know that the imports at 
New York have increased more in proportion than those in 

e whole Union, being now near two thirds of all instead of 
half Yeteyen inthe whole Union, while the imports were 
$84.000,000, $79.000.000, and 888,000,000, in the three last 
years (1826,-7,-8,) Mr Thompson was in the custom-honse, 
excluding fractions,) increased to $140,000,000, $113.000,000, 
and $162,000,000 the three last years in the document before 
me, (1837,-8,-9,) the ratio of expenses to the imports remain 
just aboutthe same, 

Thus (see Doc, No. 61, H.R. last session) in the first three years 

















the rate per cent. of collection on the whole imports was only 
one per cent. four hundredths in 1826, and 1.11 in 1827, and 1.06 
in 1828. Had it doubled in 1837,’8 and ’9? Had it increased 
fifty, or twenty-five, or ten, or even five per cent.?' So far from 
it, that in 1837 it was only one per cent. five hundredths; in the 
next yaek, 1.33; and in the next but 1.06; thus exhibiting the 
smallest practical increase that is capable of computation. 

Grant, then, that there may be at New York some excesses 
now—some in those years, and some tormerly; grant that there 
may have been at all periods some Impositions ant ad fraudsata 
place where mercharts of all countries resort, and two-thirds 

i the disproportionate increase of 
expenses is chiefly imaginary. The records of the Department 
will show, likewise,tiiay time and again every possible effor: has 
been: to reduce them as low as was Consistent with the 
ction of the revenue, atid the incidental protection to 
manufactures, which my friend trom Rhode Island before me, 
| Mr. Simmons, ] and his co laborers, would have thou ght us very 
unfaithful had we entire ly overlooked. 

Mr. CLAY hoped the faci that a new opponenthad come 
into the ficld would be an excuse for his continuing the dis- 
cussion. The Senator had land bill as a mea- 

tre which bad taken a large amou t of revenue from the 
Departinent—an amount equal to three millions of dollare— 
when, as the Senator must know, and as he did know, there 
were not eight hundred thousand dollars which had been de- 
rived the last year from this source, or which could he derived 
from i. 

Mr. WwoopBU P. ¥ observed, that the desire by him and his 
friends to pass the present resolution, calling for information as 
io ae: New York Custom-house, demonstrated that none of 
them wished to suppress or vindicate any abuses there. We 
k for exposure, light, facts, and not loose conjectures or inju- 
s insinuations. But Lrise again chiefly on account of the 
gentleman’s suggestion, that | may hav taken the largest years 
of imports to compare with Mr. Thompson’s years, and thus 
that the per centage may not be larger in them than in his years. 
I thank him forthe suggestion. ow, sir, look at the table 
and you will see that I studiously selecting the largest years, 
The laigest consecutive years were 1835 and 1536, and J omit- 
ted both of them. Why, the expense of collection in them 
was muchlessin proportion to the imports than under the 

i ‘SofMr. Thompson. In 1835 they 















of all our imports 








saie co 








spoken of the 















boasted years of 1520, ’7 and 
were not one per cent onthem, but merely 85-100, and in 1836 
but 73-100, little more than two-thirds the per cent. in his three 
last years. Let the Senate judge, then, of the fairness of the 
comparison. 

In reply to the strictures as to three millions being too high 
an estimate for the revenue from the public lands, he observed 
that he had used the sum of three millions, as what would pro. 
bably have a from public lands last year, and not as the 
sum which had actually been received. Why? Because that 
was the sum at the last estimate, which friends as well as foes 
computed. Becanse all deemed that not too large a sum even 
in the debate on the Distribution bill, and this it was believed by 
the chairman himselr, 

Mr. W. had a right to assume that amount also for 
another reason. Pecause, notwithstanding the revulsions in 
commerce in 1837,- . 9,and 1840, and the derangement in 
the currency, which the Senator from Kentucky saysit ought 
to be known, would prevent so large receipts as three millions; 
they did not prevent it in any of those years. In seven of then 
the currency was ina worse conditien, and trade as embarrass- 
ed asin 184]. Here are the tabies before me, sir, not guessing, 
but actual and official returns; and in 1837,the receipts were 

3,081,939, in 1839, $7,076,447, in 








from lands $6,776,236, in 1838, $3 
1840, $3,292,285. 

Yet with each of these embarrassed ” irs, going above three 
millions, dtwo of them t ore than double that amonnt, 
am Ito be criticised, because saying that t three millions should 
have been collected from lands in 13411 

Bir, the deliberate and protracted refusal to advertise Jand in 
the last ten mont tis 0 f Isl, and the p.u..ponement of the sales 
of even some advertised before last March, is the solution of 
the whole diffic uity. Hed the lands been advertised as usual, 
money must have been collected in very large additional amounts 
becauee all the settlers on the new tracts offered, would have 
paid from necessity, in order to secure their pre emptions. 

My friend before me from ois, [Mr. Youne,] knows 
that large numbers of those industrious gettlers have the mo- 

laid aside, and are ready and anxious to pay for their 
‘ as the sales come on 

















Is it fair, then, for the Senator from Kentucky to take theac- 
tual receipts in 1541, with no advertisements five sixths of the 
year, asa test of what would have been realized, had adver- 
tisements been made of cight or ten miilions more of acres, 
which had been surveyed? 

Again: the tariff bill of last year, about which the three mil- 
lions were ken of, was not to take effect so as put any 
ney int asury till 1842, the duties being for three and 
six montl on all imported under it in 1841. So the 
lands w goto the States till 1842. Hence the three 
millions to be given to the States, and the three millions adui- 
tional tad 





Mm 











x¢s to be collected to repay it, are all in, and for 1842 
and not IS41, about which, last year, he complains with such 
vehemence, but with so littl foundation. What the receipts 


willbe in 
vertisement 


2, time only can determine. Bunt as some new ad- 
have been made since the Ist of Jainary, and 


more are expected, the proceeds can easily be Ww ‘eto exceed 





three millions, if proper stensare pursued in relation to the 
vesthrouch the whole year. 
Mr PIERCE thought his poor resolution had been lost sight 
of. Every thing had been discussed but the resolution. 


WRIGHT, 


The debate was further continued by Meszrs. 
MANGUM, LINNand PIERCE 

At length the ciscussio 
PIERCE calle 
the vote result lows 

YEAS— Messrs. Bates, Berrien, Clay, Clayton, Evans, Gra- 
ham, Henderson, Huntington, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, More- 
head, Porter. Prentiss, Simmons, Smith of tndiana, Ta'lmadge, 
White and Woedbridge— 19, 

NAYS— Messrs. Allen, Archer, Barrow, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calieoun, Fulton, King, Lino, McRoberts, Pierce, Sevier, 
Smith of Connecticut, Walker, Woodbury, Wright and 
Young—l7. 


So the resolution was 





reverted to the resolution. and Mi 
yeas and nays, which were ordered, and 





laid on the table 
And, at nearly 5 five o’clock, the Senate adjourned 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


Monpay, February 14, 1812 
journal of Saturday was read and approved 


SPEAKER announced that the reg 
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liar ~ f tt 
iy was the cal! of the States{ peuilions mmencing wih 
e State of Maine 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
The SPEAKER said t I : his hand three ¢ mu 
‘ations Which had been addr 1to hin fy Vi. M 
A. COOPER (ir ou i , R. Cy WA A Maina 
Jone trom Mr HoL_m s ta é mbet { 
e Committee on For Atlaty ’ é y3 
> place of miemvers ex zed i ) exis ed nh 
ae igas memt yi the sand ¢ mitt iwh 
ns SPEAKER 1 ) blouse 
Cries of 1 } HIN icatlo | 
The letter of Mr. Mark A, ¢ PER Was ad, ¢ 
ows 
{ WW NGTK I | S 
To the Hon Joun Ws 
Speak if of Re) a 
Sin: Having b ip| la me tof the Co ittee of 
Foreign Affairs, the unders) 1 desires t 
ervice, forthe foiow! reason 
The ay potntment Ww fe in i ol i 
if honorable mer , a ied for their abality | 
rience, who repre similar intere with lim Phe 
iotiess had eve tl » Maintain the n 
minittee, so ln ’ V id rve W { 
yuatry or honor and cy t to ther ves re ed 
ter being excused by e ilouse, upo ! s d for 
e House, and made known to us a They ar 1 
which apply more 3 € ! Ww < 
peculiar interests ol e fo i rega I 
eace, and harmony t I 
Tnese grounds are laid i onduct and spee 
venerable chairman of that committee, weilln ¢ riitte 
is in this House By these he has ¢ ma a 
wilfuland d ) e, with ere perse 
So; rid uLo 4 is 
att Cal I { vy l u i i i | " 
by the it to assal I va nte 
€ a large | Hoh \ eds ind wantonly to 
jefame and trad character of 1 uuzens and their Re 
esentifives on this floor 
Under these l ms'a f j hy ey i di 
aims any bu he prope | ot regard for i} ha 
an as a Representative wii tdual, he doe ( 
perceive how vuld ¢ Wy 1 1 if com 
mittee, or par YS her W ( { g 
those he came e lorepresent. He leretore, Teé ctfully 
requests you to prese » the House this application to be « 
cuseil 
Very 1 ectfu sur obedient serva 
MARK A. COOPER 
Mr. Coopgr’s letter having been read by the Clerk 
Mr. CAMPBELI f Svuth Corolina, mace follow 
i ts of order 
lat. A member of the House shonld, from his pla make 
whatever statement he may wish to ad s considera 
ion 
2d No member of the House | t ht s buponi 
urnal opinions thathe may entertain oft j mother 
nember , 
having ’ ’ cr wot nota 
Mr. ¢ rew | pol i 
é Mi. ¢ Vil t i 
i a vit a ) ' 
{ \ 4 \ i 
flo ‘ 2NTA1 I Is{2 
fh \ ‘ ) if ¢ i g 
Sir: J i fha \ Y i he ¢ 
iittee Foi 1 A I ! y 0 ( y 
ci if occur in tl ( mi by i 
embers whose re vei } id KuOV 
med by the Hi vu | 
I deenly rt I I be 
xcuse 
caref kam ned t I 
member he 
» country ro ' 
The ) v } i ( j my 
las ) be excuse 
Wi I y ( va 
; R. CIIAPMAN 
And the q i i Mr. Cua 
id i af yav t 1im V 
‘ ptioa i n 
so Mr © f 
The ter l is E. H i 
ws 
yy the i] ) f of ft / J ; 
“ir: Tres ) \ 11 
f th Comt t Foret A s k 
i by ) ! res 
vacant ies re t ed bY ie a i ( 
1embers, ay i Vv j ) I y 
siaveho'ding S ales, and wer y ht 
ais evin lat } 1 ! 
natio Iw { ' i a 
mn i ! i 
vrious epi und « 1 2 ( 
rolina W having In a ( i y 
rood nan I ' i Vf I W 
beadv f i ed, by 
incl ( 
Your ‘ 
I. &. HOLMES 
Mr. HI. w wed by 
Y i og { ADAMS 
m era Wou ima 
ll i t ia 
NT O REPRESENTATIVES, 
Mr. EVERETYI Jeay otier the following reso- 
or 
Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union be discharged from the consideration of bill No. 73 
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Fort apporu f Representatives among the several 
Sta a ‘ ( } na rat the same be 
Nie i I i) { morrow, (Tuesday) 
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seconded, the petition and instructions, giving rise to deb 
lie over by the rule ] ate, 
(Mr. Meé LLAN of New York presented the petition of Si- 
is A. Stone, aod others, of the city of Hudson, New York, 
ving ay { the tarifflaws: referred to the Committee 








{ | jlowing petitions of Amasa 
Owen, for arrears of payment rsoldier in the last war while 
Lprisoner Heary Watris { Moores, Clinton county, New 
York, fou fon for damages sustained in the won-per- 
f i ct with the United State 
Wizen ! erent wns i he ¢ of Essex and 
Chi , New Yor prayi tor an incre y on the in 
1118} if ! t 
14 s of P bur New You i un ubject, 
t \ pu read i rom duty 
6 citi . Go ( unty New York n tl 
Wu f 
75 ei Kee ie, New Yort un , 
‘ Hiack Braok. New \ ’ » same subiect, 
‘ :s Fork New York, on the same 
scl N Sv ( ¢ ntvy, New York. or 
! E I y, New York, on thesame 
) ‘ ot W iE New York, on the same 
, i f Peru. Cli ty, New York, on the same 
ul ct 
150 e1 Jay, I ( vy, New York, on the same 
Rer a “iti Plattsburg igainst the repeal 
pos i f Bank ’ 
A ym Westport, New York he same subject 
4 } ul vi ens of Plattsburgh, New 
york oN tio foreign iron, free of duty, tor 


presented 








mont f i" 4 f duty on foreign wnpor 
i res i minately by citizens ot his 

rict, \ hout distinetion or re to pei } 
Ne Jersey: M rs. STRATTON, YORKE, RANDOLPH, 


d MAXWELI 
Per las Mes WwW, W 


| IRWIN, BIDLACK, FOR 
NANCE, SNYDER, COOPER 


RUSSELL, HENRY, NEW 
HARD, SIMONTON, JI BROWN, GUSTINE, CHARLES 
BROWN, JAMES, TOLAND, and JAMES IRVIN, 

On iMr. JAMES COOPER, 





Resolr hat the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roa instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta 
shing a post ft e ff Shippensburg, Cumberland ce 





nsylva 
Mr. FOR* 


ja, to Southampton, in Franklin County, In the same 
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Petition from citizens of Wayne county, fora mailroute fro 
Wayne county 


Hor to Pleasant Mount 


esdlale 
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Peution for the relief of James Helme, a Revolutionary so | to her own citizens, to her sister S ates, and to foreign States, 
ier.) eu to obs 1inall her engagements iis 
Marylar Mes 1. W. WILLIAMS, SOLLERS, KEN her purpose is e1 resolutions, as a memorial 
NEDY, and RANDALI ltestimony oft 7 andintended conduct of her 





Virginia: Messrs. HOPKINS, MALLORY, WISE, STEEN Governmentand e and is now laid before y: unotreproacl 
ROD, &S  UART. HUBBARD, BARTON, GOGGIN, HARRIS f y, bu i yuraging voice tou 


) the States you may repr 











POWELL. HAYS. SMILH LTALIAFERRKO oru i n powers with whom we have ! I 
On moa {Mr. MALLORY irite I 
Re I i 1 + M i 1 { resolutions, Mr. Speaker, forwarded b 
Gates a tM Kliza 1 Monroe, i \ é Executive of the State, “are concerning th ridier 
referred Commi M A ih " I ) f these resoluti is, by suitable 
Oat " Mr TALIAFERRO, t ! strallois, to ik the ela eur h ry when 
Rye ved, Tha { imat Re i {f the Rev Hi ry patriot i ease to er will 
he in ito in re \ By prog iy our cratitr 1 vene. 
y We ) wi hall have to j Os ) 
‘ i¢ i i ilora patel we thei now rer 
j t ' f and ( 1h na 
{ ‘ Db M vi revere ‘ i memory | 
LOO othe i \ \ yi Tratefu y 
he Distr ( { ~ vi J sta may be rea prir 
villeto A \ ! ! ' ur se noa ! eference essary. They 
Committ ) | only ‘ f or and d t { 
Also. a 1 i } it f ore yutlor iV } i 
vy Met G \ their far transm habitations, 1 y y reme 
i ‘ j I } { ‘ il i 1 \ t L ” ! I t ( mu } 
W ry I move these resolutions be read, printe md 2 
t ( e+ Rey ry Pe ferred to the Commiutree on Military Affair 
Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi here rose and inquired i 
( ( i ('yty { M rHoMPSON Kentucky. if he designed in what he had 
vi i inthe PD ycensure the State ot Mis issippi? 
ri i¢ ' cl vii fo which Mr. THOMPSON of Kentucky replied, no censur 
Was refert ’ i va ended 
Also, 1 el i \ a Ki for Mr. TRIPLETT, on lenve, ofiered the following rssolution, 
dditional ap } i j f ilisiyv Uf ng tu hich w ted , 
ary ' i R Mhat the President of the United States comm: 
State Rev il pt his House, (if not incompatible with the public inte- 
represei iv rests, In his opinion the correspondence with or fram 


iMr. Hi tI i 1 tha j ) {ihe wel [N t Joshua Dodge, esq. andany communications received directly 


niel As! t ' tken fi 0 or front him through our ministers abroad, or ftom 
files-of the Ho 7 Wi t Lda tesu ny ut tera, i ihjec ] 





ny minists 1 relation te the subject of said Dodgs 
which he then ; t i rio iim, be referred missio A'so, how much of the appropriation of $12 000, 
te the Commuttee on Rev uy Cla j mare by Co ‘ he 8th day of Mav, 1540, to pay the expert 
North Carolina t L. WILLIAMS, WASHINGTON seg and salaries of diniomati ntsto be employed under the 
GRAHAM MeKAS lirectior fthe President of the United States in attending to 
South Car M HOLMES, WM. BUTLER, a J tobacco Interests of the United States in Evrope, ha bee \ 


CAMPBELL ‘ led. and whether he has it in conten plation to conti 

On motion of Mr. JI. CAMPBELI e agency for which said appropriation was made. 
Resolved, Tha e { ni on 4 ree be 1 i Mr. SPRIG on leave given, otlered the fi 
to inguire tato re expediency f Hing a port of ¢ which were adopted 


try at Bu sville, in Ss h Ca i lthat all pap solred, That the Committee on Commerce inquire into 
he fi ie House relati ) t be relers to e expenditures of the light-house establishment since the 
that comnult year IS8!6, including expenditures for building and repairing 

Georgia: Mr. HABERSITAM ight-houses, light-ships, beacons, and every work embraced 
Mr. GAMBLE, e, red the f ' i nder this general head, and make their report of the result of 





owing resolu 





























which w p their inquiries: and also to inquire into the propriety reor- 
Resoived, Tiiatt y of War re cam wniz this establishment, of changing the modo of its super. 
nicate to il mM ( v intendency, and equalizing the compensatio iven tothem, 
Acaulemy fur . ' I ’ was e ’ ndto the light-house keepers, and the keepers 
has bee 1 W ] G M1 moys, &c. and the propriety of suppressing some 
the State \ A iis establishment, and of so modifying the law 
tion. thet - l } y 3 ere, i 3 rthem in refere ‘eto this establishment a 
>W { res] \ é what mu i servatio f e duti of superin ndents 
the ' y i and to report the result of their exam 
HOO v \ : I e. Wi ich plans asthey may ¢ upoen, j 
mo y 3 the ar é fitures of the establishment, and to im- 
United = e facilities and safety of navigation 
said | ' ntal a R i, Thatthe Secretary of the Treasury lay before this 
present } ‘ Honse ) j ‘iicable, copies of the irferly re 
1 ' mail f light-houses to the s rintendents 
been pa : = ss —_ ] 1 of the statements of the snr ie 
ae me y mes oe po . aa ; j eee ‘I t} Dey irtment for the years Is ] 
, isk | h wav as to specify the quantity of ol receive 
SPRIGG MARSITALI i we Veq th nantity consumed, and the quantity. re 
Mr. POPI i {at the close of each year; the character and 
were I ft il, when received from the contractor the 
Al I of lamps, lenses, and refiectors in the lig ’ the 
Waleri Ww ind the cause r wt h Vv f imps 
poy INE O| iPirdti ‘N y } ed, with their num Y 1 er 
Mr. TiLOMPSO® in wicks butt ski mnt lat the comr 
: i I . ‘ } mhe received an during 
tucky : he t r onhand at the close each of tl 
é re} ves é mber of 1 g ’ 
i I mace f tt ! vf ey 
‘ida N ’ ri connected witl t e t- 
ronWw : f? TI he Secr i re Treasu exninnt ¢ 
m v i ) r betw the D ty t d 
- vin i + 1 a rs who veé ged to support and pply e eata 
und é . Meeecrs, f-CLELLAN. ¢ Ww. WILLIAMS 
bity of | rit, I y rV ' ARNOLD, TURNEY, T. J. CAMPBELT, nd CA- 
public te dav; Ws » RUTHERS 


yem with the sam rad same yo ve. Ohio: Messrs. S J.ANDREWS, GOODE, HASTINGS, & 
they be vai Phe s MASON, DEAN, SWENBY, W. RUSSEL, COWEN, MAT- 
Ke ites THEWS. GIDDINGS, DOAN, MATIHOT, MEDILL, 











I MOR. 
recognt t uo ROW. and RIDGWAY 
) i y Noi Mr. Rinoway presented a petition from David Wood, and 
take } y of her , other malt 1 Elizabeth Wi and seventy. 
estat { } 2 vhira ( nt i anc 
i | I Y ~ ‘> » Pra f of 
1 ' nie ler Havti, and f establi 
} i ric iv! relations with that R tblie « es) 
i I the n favored nations: referred t Can 
her ) ‘ i m For Atl @ 
ct \ r petition from David F. Finle lthirty-seven others, 
{ y { ' ( D vare county, Ohio. praving forthe rejectio rf 
i r for the annexation of Texas to this Union, from 
as whatever source they may come: laid onthe table. 
happy i W Also at ion fro eventy-nine citizens Delaware and 
son ) Fra eonnt Ohio, praying for the establishment of a post 
i ” vite from Warr: t Ww vid Fran! county, to Galena, 
rnd co \ vay I ) said Delaware county Jthat a nost 
t 8, t ~ he established at said Freedom: referred to the Commi 
mor ’ vi i we P >and Post Roa 
" : y Phe s Also, two affidavits in support of a claim of Benjamin 
¥ of Ke KV t ‘ on VW ls. fori ites Ista “din the public service during t 
to be Invols in a promi ' V, 2 deg e war, and 1 Vv that his papers be withdrawn from the 
manently aitach I—wil u | files ofthe House, and that they, with the affidavits, be referred 
avert or quickly! y res 8 COGS to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
and through her | gb y pm , ' es i) Also, a petition of Abraham Melal, a soldier of the late war, 


that, let others do as they may, “as for her and her housel | 


eging that he isentitied to ten month’s pay more than he has 


| ct, for and against that location, and as the bill was upon the 





ee 
en 


received from the Government, and moved its reference to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Also, a remonstrance from one hundred and eleven citizens of 
Columbus, Ohio, remonstrating against any interference with 
ikrupt law, eithe DY amendment, postponement, or re. 
ttlithasreceived a tair practical trial: referred to the 

-on the Judiciary 














. @ remonstrance of the same character from thirty 
ix citizensof Huron county, Ohic 





referred to the same com 





from thirty-eight citizens of Chester 
ect, and for the same object: refer 


tition of Liza Rose, the widow of Jacob Rose, de 
ized, a Revolutionary soldier, praying Congress to continue 
to her the pension which was aliowed to her husband durir 
t t of his life: referred to the Committee on Revol: 
Pensions 
isiana: Messrs. WHITE andMOORE 
Indiana: Messrs. KENNEDY, WALLACE, LANE, CRA 
VENS, and THOMPSON 
Mississippi: Mr. THOMPSON 








| 
Mr. GWIN, on leave, oflered the following resolution, which 
Secretary of the Navy be requested to 
shthis House witha statemer r e cost of each 
teamshins Missouri and M KS 
Mr. THOMPSON, on leave, offered the 
which was adopted 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inqusre into the expediency of establish- 
ing a post route from Cofleeville, the county seat of Zalobusha 
ppi, to Houston, in Chickasaw county, in said 





ollowing resol ution 








“tate 

Wlinois: Messrs. STUART, REYNOLDS, and CASEY. 

|Mr. Rryn Los presented the following petitions, to wit 
The petition of Mary Smith, praying a pension 

Petition of the trustees of the Rock River Institution, praying 
a donation of lai 

Papers of Mr. Bush's case 

Petition for the repeal of the Bankrupt law. 

Commissioners of Cahokia, in the State of Nuois, praying for 
a confirmation ofa claim of land. 

Petition for a donation of land, to aid in the construction of a 
railroad from New York to Mississippi. 

Petilion fora mail route and post office in Randolph county, 
in the State of Dlinois 

Papers of Mrs. Murray 

A petition from a number oflegal voters of Rando]ph county, 

the State of Ilinois, praying the abolition of slavery in Flo 
rida . 

Mr. R. observed to the Speaker that he had some petitions on 
the subject of the abolition of slavery: one to abolish slavery ir 
Fiorida; one in the District of Columbia; and one to abolish 
from Randoiph county, [inois 

The =peakerobserved that the above three petitions came 
within the rule of the House, and could not be received. The 
other, forthe right of petition; the reception of which was laid 


on the table 





} } 








slavery In general 


| 
Alabama: Messrs 
HOUSTON, 
{[Mr. Payne presented sundry petitions praying the establish 
nail route from Tuscaloosa to Jackson in the State of 
Mississip}i, and moved their reference to the Committee on the 
Post Of ind Pes: Roads 
Mr. Payne said it was necessary for him to make some ex- 
planation for the benefit of the ommiuttee. Those petitions 


LEWis, CHAPMAN, PAYNE, and 


mentofatr 











vere draw tilioners were unadvised 
ee i j 1e law, as it now is, au- 
1 zes the establishment of the contemplated mail route from 





‘aloosa to Gainsviile, in the direction of Jackson, in the 


= e of Mississl esire the committee to inquire Into the 
exper cv of es ig the residue of gaid route, to wit 





from Gainsvilie, by the way of De Kalb,to Jackson, in the State 











J portance of this route, I desire only to fay, that 
wl established, it will coanect * Nashville, ‘Tuscaloosa, 
and Jack the seatof Government of three of the States of 
is Union, by the most direct line which said points can be col- 
c i 
Itw ilso « the great line of travel from Charieston, 
South Cayolina, while the waters of the Mississippi. I hold 
rot f the firs portance, and I trust the committee 
wi ive the subject thetr deliberate attention. With a view to 
explain my wish uy this enbject, | ask Jeaveto submit the 
betes asi 
R: red, the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
i on e instrugied to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a mail route from Granville,in the State of Alabama, by 
the way of DeKalb, in the State Mississippi, to Jackson, in said 





State A'so, from Black’s Bloufi, in 


Tuscahoma, in said State. 


‘tate of Alabama, to 





: the conimittee will also provide by law for a mail 
route from Black’s Blufl, in the county of Sumter, to Tusca- 
homa, in the county of Washington, in the State of Alabama. ] 
Mr CHapmMan presented the petiiion of citizens of Benton 
; fabama, asking a mail etage route from Madison, 
Georgia, by Carrol! Gold Mines, to ville, Alabama: re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
Also, the memorial of the Alabama Legislature for a mail 
in. by Ashville, Holliway’s Bridge, Jef. 
to Rome, Georgia: referred te the Com- 
“e 1 Post Roads 
risiature, refusing to receive any 
ile of the public lands under the 
Distribution bill of the extra session. 
Also, memorial of same Legislature in favor of the annexation 









stage route from Elyt 

ferson, Clinton cot 

mittee on the P 
Also, memorial of same 


part of the proc eds of the 

















Te 

My tated that he had in his possession a number 
ts Ito the President of the United States in 
relation to the proper place to locate the land office for the sale 
rile ‘herokee country. He hadintended sending 
he he President ii the bill had passed the Senate 
1g if use; that is, leaving the location to be made 
va Pre nt: but as the Senate had amended the bill so as 
to make the location at Lebanoa, in De Kalb cour ty, Mr. C 

lid he felt it his duty to presentall the petitions on the sub. 








rs table, he moved thatthe petitions be laid upon 


t the 
table also, to be acted on wher the bill w: 





ken up.] 
{Mr. Houston presented the petition of Sarah 8, Bishop, wi- 























iow of Colin Bishop, who was formerly the rostmaster at Tus- 


cumbia, Alabama, praying remuneration for losses sustained 





yy her husband In consequence of a change of his duties 

“Also, the petition of Richard Bailey, of Lawrence coun y, 
Alabama, praying a pension fur services Dy him tendered in the 
army of the Revolution 

Also, (Wo petitions from aportion of the citizens of Alabama 
and Mississippi, praying (2 establishment of a mail route from 
Pikeville. Alabama, to Fulton, in the State Mississipspi, am 
ap yst Office thereor 

Also, juint resolutions of the General Assembly of the State 


of Alabama, in reia‘lon to the admission of Tex into the 


Union. | 
From Missouri: By Me 





R {i EDWARDs 








(Mr. Mit per r pet v 

The petition ol Rutherford, and T. Ti 

yn, of Sc. Louis, s » Pass a law ¢ firm 
ing to the lega ‘ rt Ti ’ riain 
tract cf land therein mentione ind described referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims 

Petition of Esther Oln praying the passage of a iw 


granting her a pension for |:fe, In consideratie 
yf her husband, Evens 
war: referred to the Committee on Revoluti ‘ 
Petitions of A. Wheeler, John Huddleston, Joh 
thers, praying Congress to pays a law establist 
from the post office at Eleven Points, in Riy i 


sourl, to the town of Ozark, 


r Olmste.!, during the 





mittee on the Post Office a 
Petition of John Harmon 
others, asking the est 
in Carroll county, Mo. by Chillicothe, in’ Livings ce 
Trenton in Grundy county, to Union Mil’s,in said cou 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Px 
Petition of A. Fr-sioe, Joseph Brown and othe 
passage Of aiawestabiisning a iine of four horse post coach 
from Boonville, in Mo. by Georgetown, Pettis co. to Spring 
field, Green county, In said State 
on the Post Office and Post Roads 
Petition of W. W. 8 1, W. Steel, Samuel Brumfie!d, ar 


ofa post read from Jeffers 





slishment of a pust road 












referred to the Commnpttee 





thers, praying the establishment 
I 


city, Me. by Round Hill, in Cooper county, to Arraton, in Pet- 


tis county, via Mt. Carime!, in Cooper county: referred to 
Committee on the Post Office 1 Post Road 


Mr. M. on leave, offered tie following 1 uti vhich was 


rudopted 
Resolved,. That the Committee on Commerte be instrucie 
to inquire into the expediency of making an adequate appropri 


ation for the improvement of the navigation of the Mississi; p 


river, from the mouth of the Ohie, to Fert Crawford, on Rock 
Island, in the Upper Mississippi—and that the same mittee 


be further instructed to inquire Into the e3 hency of mak 








Missouri river, from lis mouth to I 
river, by removing from tts chain t 
WwW Impece Is navigation, nd ren r it so hazardous a 





wsastrous 


And he tt further resolved, That the same committee be in- 


structed to inquire into the ex; lency of maki in adequa 

appropriation for the purpos 

of the harbor at St. Louis, Missouri 
(Mr. J.C. Epwarps presented ecitn of Isa Lig 





ner, jr. a nl 330 } , ClIzet ind ers of t s \i 
gourl to the Santa Fe conutry, asking that drawbacks ma ) 
allowed on goods ex} ire lin the original packages, 11 
United States to Santa Fe, and other Mexican S roferred 


the Commitice ¢ 1 Pes jor 
The petition of A. L. Gi va ' , pra 


ishment of @ post riute from Pat Monroe county Alait 


Covrt House, in Adair ¢ i i Sate of M 
ferred to tt Co Ifee ait Post Office Bx Roa 

The peiition of S. M. Donaldson, and others, pray he es 
tablishment Of a postr m Paris, in Mo : 
Adair Court House, i A y s Missouri 
referred to the Committee on the Post Off i Post Roa 

Memorial ¢ ie M aVOr Ot the ci:y of St. Louis, in the State 
Missouri, on € t ! 1 r rihe 
provemer he harbor { y: re srred to the Com 
Commerce. } 

Michigan: Mr. HOWARD 

Mr. HOWA! D,o ive, 1 the 
which was at é 

Resolved. Vhatthe Commit m Commerce! ely ( 
inguire into the expediency impro he | r at 
mouth of Gra Iriver, in Sta of Michi 


tierida: Mr. LEVY. 
Mr. LEVY, ou Jeave, offered the fo Wy ,Y Init ow 
was aopie 





Resolved, That the C miittee on Naval A ! ei 
ed to inquire into the expediensy of cecupying the Isla 
Kev Westaga ravalrendezvous, anid e measu necessat 
to carry that purpose | f wud the said cor ee ha 
leave to report by bi!l or otherwise, 


Wisconsin: Mr. HENRY DODGE 
{[Mr. Dopce presented the jollowing petido 
From citiz of Wisconsin and I 

from Chicago, via Detlev i Wit Ler, X 
From citizens of Wisco ,foray road from Fort W 


bago to ihe Plover Portage (Pi 
Six petiuons fur an appropri i for th io a ) 
at Southport 
Five petitions foran appropriavion lor improvements of th 
Fox and Wisconsin rivers 


A memorial of the Legislative Assembly for an appropria 


tion fora harbor at Rac 
A petition irom citizcns of G county fer ee 


pose. 

From the citizens Iowa connty, for the same purpose 
From the Bre rtown Ladians, show! the injusiice do 
certain womel chhuren, by ComnNnilssio who were af 
pol ted to distribule certal nds granted t aid Indians, an 


praying for reine! 


From citizens of the Sate of Miinois, and of Wisconsin Terri- 


tory, relative to the mineral ia 
From Joseph Dixon, iCK 


From George W. Rawlangs r rk tien for services 





duriug the Revolutionary anc 
From M. M. Strong, for compensation for services performe 
under a resolution of Congress 
From citizens of Welworth county 





Elk Horn to Beloit, in Wisconsin Territory. } 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





4 C, DODGE 








~ 





from Carrollon 
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gress to five dollars per day. and their mileag> to 
ten doKars for every hundred miles, and for the li- 
mitation for the long sessions of Congress to the Ist 


Gav ot Viay. 
Mr. STURGEON presented a petiion from ci- 
tizens of Bre rd county, FPennsyivania, for the 


establishment of a certain mail route 





: referred t 
the Commitee on the Post Off cud Post Road 
Mr. EVANS presented n petition from Wm. K. 


Weston, as! ht a bond deposited by him in 


0 





y 
P azY r Fa ' 
tne tyar Jen; en ort i hful pey rmance 
‘ 

of a contract \ th Goverpme: ni e Cane 
celler referrer te } Can "! ( G erce 

O iON Mir, WOODBURY, is ordered 

t the ie oy or Davi sto ¢, praying mu 

neration for military services rendered, and losses 
sastained during the last war, be taken f1 the 
fi of th a id ré r t thye Comr iitee 








ions, male and adv report on the claim of 
Rhoda Briggs; which was ordered to lie on the ta- 
ble ard } printed. 

Mr. BENTON stated that there were about 
fourteen hundred and ninety copies of the cen- 
sus of 1849, on deposite inthe Livrary of Con- 
gress,a s er noe than was 1 quisite, and 


inerefor PE yyi rte ul OuvWwWImne reso'etion, which 


R: /, Tha ( mille the Library he instruet 
Inquire W tadisyo i v rf mace oft remaining 

vsies of the h « us, which have beea placed in the Li- 
ry ‘ erito e order of Cone re 


THi COMPROMISI ACI tEVENUE—THE DISTRI. 
BURION ACT—RETRENCHMENT 





Mr. CLAY remarked that, several days 2g0, he 
intimated his purpose to present several resolutions 


a 
‘ } 


to the Senate, on various subjec’s of public impor- 





tance. He hed these resolutions in his hand. and 


,a 


purpose of reading them. It was 
not his intention to ask their immediate considera- 
tion, but to svegest that a day be s¢ ri for that 





purpose. In presenting them at this time, he would 
pserve thatupon these, upon other questions of 
sreat importance, he had felt it to be bis duty to 
con’ ome of his friend io the propriety of 





+} , nit rey ? t ry 1 > z 
he step; and tre it WaS tial e efeater part ol 
the re ons met with eneral concurrence of 
pinior » st as regards two or three of them, 
y ne é i t hich 
here ! rsity opi » “Dich he 
hoped w uid ber neiled, after a full considera. 
. , 
on oO 1 t i a 
ry 7 ! a f - 
3 i i af, asi OWS: 
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we re 
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sateen specie araets ata ttarrntciteeeae 
by the mall, to be graduated and increased according to their 
respective wel 

ll. Flesolre Tha Secretaries of State. of the Treasury 
of the War ! he Navy Depart und the P rT) 
ter Genet us | 1 
report wi i i 
of public ex W 
in the tes; v ra hes j j serv) er heh 
charge 

Sw ‘ A , 

Mr. ¢ »Y¥ rose ) or tne cor iS 
ration of the resoluts . h uit 
be happy to accomme tie ‘ to ig 

I ! 
gesiion of any memoer cf 1] Senate, Tle sue 


bation of the Senate 


Mr. CALHO 


IW ron 
JiX mer | 


1 solution 
were of the graves! portance, an d be fally 
examined, aod acted upon with gica: deliberation. 
He rose to sugges i proprie of ad posing of 
the resoluti 10 ore 
tunity of discuss _ ey the ueht 
il neee ary ri t é ugg that 
the Swen: wou on the ay prop ior eir 
consideration, resoive jtseit nto Committee of the 


W hole on the state « he 


Un on, 10 co 


The resolutions, he believe 


nsider them. 








, went for an entire 
change of lau, were a violation of the eonipromise 
act, ani went for increasing the burcens on the 
people, Therefore, to aset 1 what retrenchment 
can be made in the expenses of the Government 
all the subjrects proposed for action shoul lis- 
cussed with great Celiberation ia vould, when 
the das arrived for the cons) son of the re hue 
tions, make the motion indicated. 

Mr. CLAY would have n bjection t nh 
reéugh and amp onsideration of the resoiutions 
i. any form in which the Senate might throw it- 
self; put the Senaior from South Carolina would 
see that his object ec id he obtain d with 
taking the particular « which he (4 CaL- 
HOUN) had suggesied; for, if the resolutions b> 
disposed of aflirin it must be bv action 
upon them;a bill would then be brought forward, 
and thusa second opportoaiy be presented for dis- 
cussion. He had no sort of ebjrciion toa com- 
mittee of the whoic; and he did not mean to ant'- 
cipate the discussion which wou'd arise on the me- 
rits of the reso uttous, Dut he ihought that, when 
the subject should ceme up, he could show that 
the Senator from wh Caroiina was ere y mis 
taken In supposing that omMmpromise act wa 
to be violated in 1 } { } or 
to show tha ' ont rate of if 
Were 10 contorm fact and oul Catile oul 
its principles 

On bh 1 > ne] 
till Thursday t i ul 

THE AvpJol N iT CONGRESS 

Tie reso. Su } Mr. $14 * pro- 
posing to fix | sOth ca fay or the ad 
yournmecni Cong! sin : r COLue- 
siderati 

Mr. hiING nould pass the 
re i i } nen 
of the Leg : ; { 
arrang t hus 1 
would re } ! { rested 
He t i woud t 
and ! ; ’ ere u 
prot al ) no $ 
but i ! not 

ave ‘ t J X'ra 
SeSSi i I a > mot : 
an ( y i 30h f 
M V I t mina 

ess Lut ‘ 

Vi t+ vile 

& eu 
Wi { c 
not ed 

ult ) a i ot e 
orice a 2 « i to > 
a cu Hwy 
pic ‘ ¥ Y 
equaity t l 
bat wD i ome « 
whic te if a 
was fix: for the adjournment, the lee 0 
would be shaped with reference to that day; u 


debate wouia be prevented, and the b 
the nation would be more {ally and bet 
v; bat if a day was not fixed, they 


ness) of 
er attended 
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in the usual way of discu:sing smali matters, and 
thas procrastinate action on the important 
nss, and extend the session to an indefinite 
iod. ‘The sessions, he said, had become almost 
perpetuai—had b come agr { 


at burden to the pev- 
1 public nuisance. He, forene, wanted to 


busi- 


P 


lo s 
pie, al 


70 home and attend ome of his private affairs, 
which had suffered total neglect by these protract- 
ed Sessions. 


Mr. CLAY said that the prop 


sition was, that 
a day 1 > Se ; 


shonid | urnment of Con- 


he ad 


hree moath 


> fixed for J 





advance, and t 


' ' 
HfancaA OL ike Lepis- 


gress more tian i 
propostiien was mace ic that 
as comparatively small whi 
number of members composi 
other Honse, and which could prepare tiself 
time for an adjournment. A proposition of 
kind, at this early period, was premature, as they 
were scarcely, as yet, in the vestibule of the public 
s, jor very litle had been d in ejiher 
House of Congress. He not see that any 
great importance should be attaced to this move- 
ment; buthe assared the Senator from Alabama, 
and he presumed that he could also speak for his 
own friends, that there was no one who was not 
anxious to abbreviate the session as much as pos- 
sible. When he came here, he had hoped thet 
this session would be shortened in proportion to the 
extra sesson, and he was glad to see a disposition 
manifested to effect that desirable cbjre'; but, for 
the reasons which he had stated, could not see the 
the slightest advantage or utility in the movement, 
and therefor? moved to lay the resolution on the 
table; but withdrew the motion at the suggestion of 
Mr. HENDERSON, who remarked that 
noped that the Senate would fix upon an early day 
for an adjournment; for, aftei termination of 
exlia he merely had time to reach 
home, and, before he could attend to his private 
business, he was obliged to re to Washington. 


e'urn t 
it was full t interminable de- 


lature whi 1 com- 





¢ 1 mirth th ~ 1h 
pa ed] Fin ine ig ne 


atany 


th . 
(Bis 


busines ne 


ai 


ne 


the 


ihe S€ssion, 


time to arrest almes 
hates, and he felt satis$ed that if the members had 
the time fixed for the adjournment, his ¢ 
be remedie’, and the business of Congr 
conform to the period designated. 

Mr. CALHOUN thought that if the Senators 
would put themselves to work in earnest, they 
would be prepared to adjourn on the day proposed, 
end all the publ business could be as well, if not 


ii weuld 
ss made to 





bitter transacied than if the session was protracted 
an indefinite period. He believed the only way 
a stop to the interminable discussions on un- 


matters, was to limit the leneth of the 
‘ He would give bis vote 

They had been 
since the new 4 
ihis things should 
, gentlemen would necessarily have to 
ny private sacrifices. 





’ 
hy firing a dav 
UY Urs a Uaye 


ion 


for it cheerfully. for the greater 


part in sess dministration had 
been in power, and if 


contin ae 


ion 


state ol 


make m: 


Mr. CLAY renewed his motion to lay the rezo- 
ju‘ien on the table, and 


Mr. KING asked for the yeas and nays, which 
rere: 5 and he observed that, al.hough any 


mia? nl new be out of orde fi he trusted that 
night be permitted to say that the evils growing 
out ot the proerattination of business ought to t 
resisted by the goed sense of the country; and if the 
esolution sheuld be laid upon the table, the pros- 
peet of fixing upon an early day for an adjourn- 
ud b precin led, 


ther taken, and ihe rs 


! upon the table—yeas 21, nays 16 


Wa. o1oueda 


as fol- 


; lessrs. Bates, Berrien, Choate, Clay 
of Kentucky, Clayton, Evan:, Graham, Han 


+ ewriey 5 5 1 . n 2 >i, 
reton, Mangum, Milier, Morehead, Phelps, 


Povier, Prentiss, Rives, Simmens, Smith of In- 
diana, Souihard, Tallmadge, White, and Weood- 
bridge —21. 


3S—Messrs. Allen, Barrow, Benton, Bucha- 
an, Calsoun, Felton, Henderson, King, Linn, 


: ee ‘ ie 
Pierce, Sevier, Smith of (¢ tem, Sturgeon 


nnect 
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Tappan, Weodbury, and Young—16. 
The Senate then took up the resolution snbmit- 
ted by Mr. Meraicx a few days ago, propos:og 


the adoption asa joint rule that no amendment 
which involved an appropriation not called for by 
pre-existing Jaws, should be made in either House 
to the appropriation bills, 





TASES, 


1 
' 
1} 


| 





Mr. SMITH of Indiana doubted the propriety 
of such a resolution; if, however. it were so medi- 
fied as to provide that no amendment which pro- 
posed to appropriat. money should be moved by 
any individual, unless the amendment had under- 
gone the investigation of a commitiee, it would 
have a better effect; but the shape in which the re- 
solution was now presented, prevented any amend. 
ment whatever to be made to appropriation bills by 
the Senate. 

Mr. KING tendered his thanks to the Senator 
from Maryland for introducing the resolution, 
Every Senator knew that whenever appropriation 
bills came up, they were overloaded with amend- 
ment after amendment, to which Senators were 
often obiiged to assent, otherwise the bills conld 
not pass both Houses. It was an evil which gen- 
tlemen perceived at every session, and bills were 
very improperly thrust through in this way, some 
of them giving large sums to members in the shape 
of books. He hoped tha: the Senator from India- 
na would see the propriety of this resolation, and 
let it pass, as it would disembarrass appropriation 
billsand confine Congress to the appropriations 
made in pursuance of law. 

Mr. MERRICK desired to remark to the Sena- 
tor from Indiana, that he mi-took his intention, 
and he seemed to suppose that if the rule should be 
adopted, the Senate would be cut off from their 
right of making amendments to appropriation 
bills. Now, theresolution expressly excluded only 
such amendments to general appropriation bills as 
were not called for by pre-exi:ting laws, and the 
general scope of agpropriation bills was to appro- 
priate for what was provided by law, but this ruie 
was to prevent the introduction of objects not at all 
germain. 

Mr. CLAY was in favor of the resolution, but, 
as it came on the Senate somewhat by surprise, he 
would move that it be printed and laid on the ta- 
bie, so that Senators might turn their attention to 
its principles, and at atature time adopt this, or 
some other resolution, with a view to accomplish so 
desirable an object as was designated. 

Mr. MERRICK acquiesced in the suggestion of 
the Senator from Kentucky. 

POSTPONEMENT OF THE BANKRUPT LAW, 

Mr. BENTON said that he was anxious to as- 
certain the sense of the Senate on the bill to post- 
pone the operation of the Bankrupt law until the 
Ist day of July, 1842, and for that purpose he 
moved that the Senate now prcceed to its conside- 
ration, 

Mr.CLAY. Agreed, agrerd. 

Mr. BENTON. Al! I want is an expression of 
the sense of the Senate. 

Mr. CLAY. We had better take up the bill 
and vote cn it at once. 

The bill was then taken up and considered as in 
committee of the whole, and there being no motion 
to amend, it was reported to the Senate, and 

‘The question now being, “Siall the bill be en- 
gossed fora third reading?” the yeas and nays 
were demanded and ordered. 

Mr. RIVES bzgged leave to say a word or two, 
and remarked that he had voted against the pas- 
save of the Bankrupt bill, and he had also voted in 
favor cf its repeal; and since thea his mind had 
not undergone the slightest change. He felt a 
deep s mpatby for those whom the act was design- 

{to benefit, buthe had not, afier the most atten- 
t.ve consideration, been able to bring his mind to 
the conclusion that it ought to bea lawof the 
land, and he thought it would not so continue. But 
he saw no sort of necessity in agitating the public 
mind with regeid to the postponement of its 
operation—it could do no possible good. He 
might say, therefore, that, while his former con- 
vicdonrs remained unchanged, and while he felt 
bimsrlf at liberiy to vote for a repeal of, or for an 
amendment to, the law, he could not vote for tha 

proposition now before the Senate, as it involved 
the interes's of a numerous portion of the commu- 
He would repeat, that, while he was ready 
to vote for a repeal, he could nt consent to agitate 
the public mind upon this question. 

The question was then taken and decided in the 
negative—yeas 18, nays 23, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 


nity. 


naan on 2 oe Oe 





o ueworwae § we waeieww Ww 


o«. 
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ra 
houn, Fulton, Graham, King, Linn, McRoberts, 
Pierce, Prentiss, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, 
Siurgeon, Tappan, Walker, Woodbury, Wright, 
and Yeung—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Choate, 
Clay, Clayton, Evans, Henderson, Huntiagton, 
Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, 
Porter, Preston, Rives, Smith of Indiana, Southard, 
Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—23. 

So the bill was rejected. 

THE DISTRICT BANKS. 

A message was received from the House, stating 
that the had passed an act to suspend, for a limited 
time, so much of the charters of the banks ct the 
District of Columbia as prohibits them from circu- 
lating the notes of non-specie-paying banks of the 
avjoining States. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented a memoria! from 
Charleston, South Carolina, asking the restoration 
of a mail reute from Aiken to Greenville ; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. McROBERTS presented the petition of Seth 
M. Leavenworth, asking indemnity for !osses sus- 
tained by the annulment of bis contract for cariy- 
ing the mail, by the Postmaster General: referred 
to the Commiitee ,ca the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. SEVIER presented additional documents 
relating to the claim of Geo. Duval for Indian de- 
predations; which were referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. MILLER presented a remonsirance on the 
subject of the Bankrupt law. 

On motior of Mr. KING, it was 

Ordered, ‘t'nat Joshua Kennedy be authorized to 
obtain copies of his petition and papers on the files 
of the Senate, relative to the location of ceriain 
land 

On motion of Mr. RENTON, it was 

Ordered, ‘That Col. Henry Gratict have leave to 
withdraw his peiition and papers from the files of 





‘the Senate. 


The resolution reported from the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads, directing the Post- 
master General to re-examine and settle the claim of 
Geo. Whitman, a contractor, for carrying ihe mail 
from Mobile to New Orxleans, was taken up and 
passed. 

On motion of Mr. CLAY, the Senate took up 
the joint resolutions submitted by him, to amend 
the Constitution of the United States, in the follow- 
ing particulars, v.z 

Ist. To restrict the veto power. 2d. To take from the Exe- 
cutive the power to appointthe Secretary of the Treasury and 
the Treasurer, and vest it exclusively in the two Tlouses of 
Congress. 3d. To prevent the appointment of members of 


Congress to civil office, under the authority of the United States, 
from and during the time for which they are elected, 


Mr. MOREHEAD asked the indulgence of the 
Senate while ke submitted a few observations on 
the resolutions submitted by his distinguished col- 
league some time ago, and now called up for further 
consideration. He bad listened attentively to the 
comments of the Senator on his right, [Mr. Pres- 
TON,] and of ihe Senator on his lett, [Mr. Bucna- 
NAN,] When the subject was under discussion on 
two previous cccasicns, and while he accnowledged 
the ability and eloquence with which beth opposed 
the resolutions, he was forced to say that they had 
failed to convince him that they were ght. He 
regretted that the very eloquent spcech of his dis 
tinguished friend from Scuth Carolina [Mr. Pres. 
TON] had not been reporied, bet the very eloquent 
remarks of the Senator from Pennsylvania, which 
he had read attentively in priat,covered, he believed, 
the whole ground taken by both Senators; and 
in replying to it, he conceived he would be replying 
to the arguments of his friend from South Carolina, 
as weli as to those of the Senator from Pennsyiva- 
nia. 

He found in the reported speech of the latter 
that the three main grounds of opposition to the re- 
solutions were: First, because the veto power is a 
purely Democratic power, and ought not to be 
touched on that account; secondly, because it is 
nothing more than an appeal to the peop'e occa 
signing no further inconvenience than a short delay 
in the passage of the law, if the law should prove 
to have the assent of the people; and thirdly, be- 
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cause it can effect much good by arresting rash, 
hasty, immature, and improper legislation, while 
it Cannot be dangerous, inasmuch as the people 
will ultimately decide and control the action of the 
Executive. 

Tv these three points, the principal part of Mr. 
MorenEasD’s arguments was diected. He refer- 
red to the r- publics of antiquily, and to the history 
of modern Governments, to show that the velo 
power was not purely Democratic, and that its ef- 
lect, however tts object might have been iniended, 
Was conservative Ol executive power. In relation 
to the second position, that it was ¢ nly an appeal io 
the people, he argued that the possession ot power 
by the Execu'ive with all the emoluments and pa- 
irorage of office at his disposal, drew around him 
an arvficial support which counteracted the popu- 
lar wiil, and that, therefore, the real voice of the 
majority of the peopie against the exercise of the 
power couid not be obtained, and if it could, would 
be lust in the shadow of persona! popularity, as in 
the instance of General Jackson. 

With regard to the third position, that it might 
effect much good, and could not be dangerous, he 
argued the converse from the experience of every 
Repubitc in which the veto power had existed. To 
it he a’tributed the downfall ef all the Republics of 
the ancient ani modern world. He argued that 
ieeble and harmless as it seeme4, in its infancy, its 
tendency was to increase in strength with years, till 
finally it overthrew ail restraits, and usurped ail 
other powers. 

After an argument of nearly two hours, enfore- 
ing these views, Mr, M. conciuded; and, 

On motion of Mr. BERRIEN, tae Senate went 
nto Executive session, and shortly after ad- 
jyourpned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
yAY, February i5, ist, 
PATENTS. 
leave given, Mr. McCLELLAN, of New York, sub 


mitted a mouon that 5,000 extra coptes of the report 
of the Commissioner of Patents be printed for the use of tn 
Hone. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia would be glad, he said 


On 


, to hear a 





uele reason why this motion shold be agreed to 

Mr. McCLELLAN said that the report contained very valu 
able information In relation to the agricultural statistics in dil 

rent States, compiled from the recent census, and froin other 
sources Of Information It was a very important document, 
and he hoped that no objection would be made to his motion. 
He would himself have been in favor of printing 10,000 copies, 
as, he repeated, the report contained very valuable information 
which would be useful to the country. 

Mr. THLOMPSON, of Indiana, moved to amend the motion 
by striking our “tive’’ and inserting “ten”? thousand 

Mr. McCLELLAN accepted the amendment as a modifica- 
tion of hisown motion. 

Mr. TRIPLETT called forthe reading of the resolution as 
modified; which having been read— 

The question was taken, and the resolution as modified, was 
idoy ted, 
Mr. LINN, of New York, on his own motion, was excused 
m further service as a member of the Committee on Expen- 
ditures in the Department of War. 

The reason assigned by Mr. L. for this motion was that his 
other duties on committees engrossed his whole ume. 

DISTRICT BANKS. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD rose and asked leave to state two 

to which he beg 


ir 


facts 
zed the House tv listen, as the basis of a motion 
he was about to make, 


No objection being made 


Mr. U. proceeded. On the first day of March, the banks of 
this District w {be prohibi‘ed fram using the paper of 
specie paying banks they could notafier tha Ime pay i 
out, and, of course, they could not receive it. The eff 
wou'd be, that every dollar due by the people of this 
District would he converted by the tanks into a specie de 
nan id they wou ve tu pay upwards of two millions of 
pecie 

‘here was a bill before the House postponing the time wh 
this exaction oa the people of this District was to be made 1 

stday of Marct 13. Ifthe House intende pass 

iit, he cod that V taken t 

Me STEENROD, MALLORY, and other i 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, cupposing (he said) that the H 

tno ) Vv 1} i ilo s 1 midi 
t I pul I 

Mr. SMITH of Virginio ask 1e ye {nay 

Mr. SUMMERS inquired Spea vi } 

Jar j f wthen il h 

The SPEAKER said it w report ¢ hes ( mi 

eC Retrenchi , 

Mr. S. moved th the H 36 procce {to the recula: } 
nes 

The SPEAKER aaid that the gentleman from Ke 
{Mr. UNperwvo hak submitted, as h tor ) 

a motion suspend the rule; aad | ques 
mom 
Mr. UNDERWOOD said the House dispose of the bill before 


thev could take th yeas and nays ¢ nthe motion to suspend t} 
rule; and, as he did not wish to waste the time of the H 
would withdraw his motiar 


So the motion to suspend the rules waa withdrawn 


mee. be 
ISC, ii 
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A message 


was received from the President of the United 
States, by the hands of Joun Tyisr, Jr. Esq. his Private Secre- 
tary 
REPORT ON RETRENCHMENT 
The business of the mornir our Was the report heretofore 
made by Mr. SUMMERS, from » Select Committee on Re- 
trenchment, and which conctudes with a series of reso utions, 
f whi the f ti i the followree words 
Resolve Phat the Clerk the House be, and he is hereby, 
uthor ut nue in his ¢ tue services of the three as- 
sistant clerks authorized by resolutions adopted Ly the House 
bu ry of March, 1826, and the Lith lay of October, 
} ' 


in addition to the six assistant clerk 


ow authorized by 
law, at the annual salary now rece 


ived by them, respectively; 





and that he employ no grea’er number ol as ntcler atany 
titne In nl #®, uol permitted su todo by an order OF Tree 
lution of the Llouse 


j 
Mr. SUMMERS (chiairman of the committee) sai 


ihe pre- 
sumed if Wo e the ples louse to consider there 


ure of the 








esolutions separately. He would move a verbal amendment 
to the resolution, to strike outthe word “three at ter the 
word “arsist meer as.” This committee, (Mr. 8. con- 
tinued.) chai iwith the amination of the nuingent ex- 
penser ol { ilo md wit e duly ol ascertaining and re- 
porting tothe House whether, In the epinion of the committee, 
agreaier number of persons were engaged in the service uf the 


House than were required by the public service, had perform- 
omical view to the services of the 
r regard to the interests of the 
‘reons employed. It was not his purpose to detain the Houee 








wi in elaborate a sunt ol the labors ¢ that committee, ag 
they were fully explained by the report; he referred to the re- 
por howme the nurml ( semployed i House of 
Repr tatives, and the auch the several case B sides 
t hief clerk, there wer ix clerk authorize by acts of 


s, three by resolutions of the House 
Lorized by resolution rr ac of Coneress. 
into the service 


Congres , aud two not au 
These wo came 
t were first known, by 
} They were not spe 
only known that they 
tt bill was 
$3,000 more than of former bills. These clerks were tu no other 
manner recognised as In the service of the House. One of the 
clerks authorized by the resolution of 1826 seemed to have 
been emp! ved only as committee 
simply propose that the three clerks a ithorized dy resolu. 
tion should be continued in the service of the House, together 
with the six authorized by law, and thatno other be ¢ nployed 
without the order of the House. ‘The opinion ef the committee 
was, that the presentnumber of clerks, as recegnised by law 


the appr 
cihicaliv 
were provided 








for by the fact thatthe amount of thi 






a temporary Clerk 





ind resolution, was sufficient dur » recess of Congress. 

Vhey therefore proposed siniply to legitamate those already in 

I } } ciel ld ne his plea- 
re Introduce tn tl FeTVICE ithe House other clerks. Pre- 
ning that the report ¢ | ! 


ifthe conmmiattes 1 been looked into 
' Itouse, he would not trespass on the 
time ofthe House He thought that the resolution furnished 


by the members of the 


an ample clerical force as a permanent provision; and if, at 
any time, it was necessary that the number should nlarg- 


ed, it should be with the knowledge of the House. 
Mr. GORDON moved so to amend the resolution as 


to pro- 
vide thatthe Clerk of the House be 


1uthorized to continue the 
number of assistant clerks now employed in his office, and 
which have been engaged therein since 33s 

Mr. G. said he would ask why, at this time, a war was made 
againsttwoclerks ofthis House! He understood they were ne- 
cessary; and it struck him that there was some other reason 
jor thisthan retrenchmentand reform. He thought the pre 
sent number of clerks was necessary to transact the public 
business. and we should not begin to reform here. He would 
not raisea war against the clerks of this House that he might 
have the fame of being in favor of retrenchment. Ife had no 
doubt but there were officers in this Government whose salaries 
were too high, and he would goto cut them down The very 
first object of reform under this reforming Administration was 
a war against two deputy clerk his House 

Mr. FILLMORE said he ise to enterinto this debate, 
butto ask the mover of this amendment to specify the oumber 
fclerks. It would otherwise hereatier become a question of 
2 were now ia the service of the House, as 
lution. Betherefore suggested some ex- 


pression should be made that should irly indicate t! 














did notr 


facthow many clei 





referred to in the re 
| i¢ number 
ntended. 


Mr. GORDON, in accordance with t 


suggestion, then mo- 
cific zamendment so as to provid 


that the Clerk continue 
“sof three assista cler 1s authorized by the reso- 
ition of the EH } now em- 
lnved in t iflice, who hav . us Y ice 1838. 
Mr. WM. C. JOHNSON sani! he had taken occasion to make 
a very strict inquiry Into the d wf the clerks of the House. 
In She had hover on be ’ n the Commutee of Ace 
oer j ! I the co rent fund 
: the officers employed byt Hors He came then 





it and Ob lWoO istamt che 


to the 
not too 





nber ot 
scharge oi 
iat conviction then, 
Wi em Ipiicat! it ine inland vv y year, he 
rmiher w too gre if, un- 

ot Kepresen'atives was 

In the 
upted, and 

V now is froverning hat labored 
mvietion, 
m New 
duties 

were v ¥ td reach the 





expreas au- 
two cler! ~a id he 

i pina In 12836 
t hid e salaries 
‘erta iey purposes; from 
which he rea That act provided genet he salaries 
of officers authoriz y law, and protubtted aporoprianors 
for extra officers, provid! lat, Wien express appropriations 
1 t loyment of clerks, such em- 

deemed to be extra within the meaning 








| the question arose whether theseltwo appro- 
il priation bills, authorizing the employment of these clerks, 
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Maryland pape The banks were now wi!'ing to receive that 

paper, provided ¢ ress would allow them to do 80, and to 

pay M oul againtothose who were williig totake it. But if 

‘ i" i refused rut ma Sti iberty to recelve it, Ol Course 

peo » the Dis could # ay it, and they would be 

ired by the iKS to pay In sp) Phe eff ct of refusing 

his bill would be, it the whole amount due by the 

District t he { would be converted Into a 

pect arid, ay t wher hanks were willing to be 

paid in Virginia or Maryland y f Congress was willing 

h ey should pay it ot AN hat w © simple question 

pi ! i hit t ( c i } Lise Care, jt 
7 ELGREL, W cry } ‘ 

O vt a wished to state, and then, he thought, the 





House would have every thing before it which it Was req iiisile 














to enable the member vote understanding n the questio 
The a whch the people oi the District Gwed to the 
banks was something like two millions of dollars. He had not, 
1 if this present question, exar d the re; orts made at 
the extra ion, and he spoke from general recollecuuen; and, 
rd » that, the amount was something } two millions 
j ( f refused tu allow payment In Virginia and 
Maryland notes, it would convert the debt of the people to the 
AUKS Into a spec emand of something tke two millions of 
a ir Now, W i 1 itimnate mine n existed be. 
tween the people of this District aud the people of the States of 
\ aand Maryland, when the currency of the (two States by 
t ple of the D ict were rrounded constituted a 
ou i hum, wou z 
veri th: witot liabiliaes mito a specie demand, and say 
smust be collected in specie? It appeared to 
ia on provided by this bill should not be de 
nied 


And then, in obedience toa very general voice therefor, Mr 

















I } t ed tt picy u jt 

Mr. CLIFFORD niov t hel b rid on the table. 

Mr. McK BON ask ic yeas and nays, which were ordered 
i elig ta wet i W 

YEAS— Mees Atii ton, A , Beeson, Birdseye, 
Bow b Brewster, Aat V. Brown, Charles Brown, 
Burk moO. B r, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick ¢ 
( iwell, Cary, ¢ . Chapman, Ciiilord, Clinton, Coles, 
Ma \ ( i D 1 Davis, Dean 
D ) Bastn John ¢ ris, John G 
Fioyd, Wilham O. G . Gordon, istine. Gwin, Harris 
Hays, Hopkins, Houck, H on, Hubard, Hunter, William 
We lew K Lewis, Lief , Lowell, Abraham Me. 
Cle MeKay on, Alfred Marshall, Join J. Mason, 
Mathews, Maitocks, M , Miller, Newhard, Oliver, Osborne, 
Partridge, Plumer, Reding, Reyn . Riges, Rogers, Ruose- 
velt, S , Saunders, Shields, William Smith, Snyder, 
Steenrod, Sumter, Sweney, Van B , James W. Williams, 


Allen, Landaff W. Andrews, Sher- 
Y juker, Barnard, 
son Biiges, Brockway, Milton 
Butlei, John Campbell, William ° 
J. Campbell, Caruthers, Chittenden, 
‘ranston, Cravens, Garrett Davis, De- 








en, Fillmore, homas F. Foster, 
ngs Patrick G. Goode, 
jae W. 8S. Hastings, 





j : iac D. Jones, John P. 
2. Marshall,gsamson Mason, Mathiot, 
eriwether, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Mor- 
Pope Powell, Ramsey, Benjamin Ran 
Randoiph Rayner, Ridgway, Rod 
J. M. Russell, Saltonstall, Shepperd, 
7, Stanly, Stokely, 5 on, Alexander 
Mi Stuart, Summers iliaferro, John 
rd W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, 
lett, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Waliace, 
Ward, Warren, Washington, Edward D. White, Fhomas W 
Williams, LewisWilliams, Christopher HW. Williams, Winthrop, 
Wise, Yorke, and Augustus Young—107 
» the bill was not laid on the table 
And the question recurring on the demand for the previous 
stor 
There was a second. 
And the matin question was ordered to be now taken. 
Mr. KENNEDY of Indiana asked the yeas and nays thereon, 
which were ordered. 
And the main question, “Shall the bill pass?’ was then 
ken, and decided in the affirmative as follows 
YEAS ~Messrs. Ada Landaff W. Andrews, Sherlock J. 
Andrews, Arnold, Ayci Babeeck, Baker, Barnard, Blair, 
soardman, Borden, Brockway, Miltou Brown, Jeremiah Brown, 
tthoun, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Chittenden, J. C 
latk, Jas. Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Garrett Davis, 
yeberry, John Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, A. Law- 
ence } Fos s, ntry, Giddings, Gogein, Pa- 
trick G, Goode, Graham, Granger, Habersham, Halstead, 
Wiham 8S, Hastings, Henry, Hudson, James Irvin, James, 
John P. Kennedy, Linn, Thomas F. Marshall, Samson Mason, 
Mathiot, Maxwell, Maynard, Meriwether, Moore, Morris, Mor- 
row, Owsley, Pearce, Pope, Powell, Alexander Randall, Ray 
er, Ridzwe Rod: ell, James M. Russell, 
Salto til, Shepper Sprigg, Stanly, Sioke- 
ly, Stratton, A. H. iT. Siuart, Summers, Talia- 
ferro, J. B. Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, 
Tojand, Triplett, Uaderwood, Van Ransselaer, Wallace, Ward, 
Warre ashington, E. D. Whie, Thomas W. Williama, 
Lewis Williams, Christopher H. W ms, Winthrop, Yorke, 
Augustus Young, and John Young—97 
NAYS—Messrs Arrington, Atherion, Beeson, Birdseye, 
Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Briggs, Aaron V. Brown, Charles 
Brown, Burke, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, 
Cary, Cosey, Chapman, Clifford, Cimton, Coles, Mark A 
Cooper, Cushing, Daniel, R. D. Davis, Dean, Doan, Doig, East- 
w, John ©. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, John G. Fieyd, Wilham 
O. Goode, Gordon, Gustine, Gwinn, Join Hastings, Hays, 
Hopkins, Houck, Hou , Hubard, Hunter, Witham W. 
Irv Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lane, Lewis, Littlefield, Low- 
1, Abraham McClellan, Robert McClellan, yr, McKeon, 
Mallory, Alfred Marshall, John To Masor . Medill, 
Milier, Newhard, Osborne, Partridge, Ramsay, Reding, Rey- 
1 tiggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, S:nford, Saunders, Shaw, 
William Smith, Snyder, Steenrod, Sumter, Sweney, 
ren, Watterson, James W. Williams, Joseph.L. Wile 
e,and Wood—73. 
ili was passed 
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GENERAL APPROP RIATIO + BILL 

Mr. FILLMORE inquired of the Speaker whether 
the public business on the Speaker’s table had been dis- 
posed of? 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House resolve itself i 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Unio 

After some conversation between Mr. FILLMORE and 
Mr. GENERY, the former gentleman waived bis mecien, to 
enable 

Mr. GENTRY to submit a motion made by him on a former 
day, but withdrawn 

Mr. G. said be did not know sufficient of the parliamentary 
jaw to be aware whether or not he hada right to preface hi 
motion with a few remarks explanatory of is object. 

The SPEAKER said it could only be done by general con 
sent. 

Mr. GENTRY then moved that the Committee of the Whole 
on the state ofthe Union, to whom House bill No. 74 (being the 
“bill making app ropriations tor the civil and diplomatic ex- 
penses of the Government for the year 1842’’) had been refe re d, 
be instrucied te strike out every item of appropriauion which 

was not authorized by existing jaws. 

Mr. G. was proceeding to make some remarks, when 

Mr. BOWNE objected. 

But ’ after a briet convereation between Messrs. GENTRY > 
BOWNE, FILLMORE, and the SPEAKER 

Mr. BOWNE, at the suggestion of Mr. Frtpiumore, withdrew 
his objection. 


























Mr. GENTRY said that he had observed, when the 2 
was In Committee of the Whole on Thurs t, and had the 
Ciwiland Diplomatic Appropriation bill under considerauc 


that the Committee of Ways and Means had, in theii expose ac- 
companying that bill, laiddowna principle of reform which 
was calculated to lead to the most salutary Cconsequeuces 
He was serious in thai declaration. Yet he had been 
sorry to perceive that, aiter laying down a sound and salu 
tary general princip!+ of legis!ati 
tu sume degree to shrink from Its 
ciple was this: that no item shoul 
propnation bill which had not the 
This was a principle which the Hoi 
sauctioned, by inserting it as one « 
should govern its proceedings. Ant 
sion of the gentlemaa wi 
Committee of the Whol JASEY,}] the ru 
which must be observed. Yet the Committee of 
Means, in reporting this bill, had not governed 
by thatrule. They had, inceed, expressed their a 
just so far as was necessary to bring it to the notice of the 






























House; and yet they had ins i in them bill items no 
sanctioned by any law, thus acting in the very face of the 
principle they had themselves laid down. The question of 
order having been raised by a gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, (Mr. CusHine,] the sti of the Committee of 


lie Whole had decided that an an rein Iment of the bill, to i, 
clude items which were not sanctioned by law, was net in ovd 

Sull, the chairman of the Finance Commiitee had himself 
stated to the House that the committee had already inserted items 
of that description in the billto the amount of $32,216. Yes, 
an amount of appropriation amounting to upwards of eighty 
thousand dollars was avowedly asked for objects not legalized 
by any actof Congress: for objects whicha rule of the House 
prohibited to be troduced jaio such a bill Now, what Mr. G. 
fad proposed in the instructions he had moved was, that the 
Committee of Waysaud Means be required to act out their own 
principle, and, in conformity with it, to strike out every item of 
appropriation ‘not cuvered t by law. He considered the motion 
asone of vast importance, because of the principle it embo- 
died. Some approved the object Mr. G. had in view, but differ- 
ed from him as to the mode of reaching it. They wished, as he 
wished, that this appropriation bill should appropriate the 





















public money for nothing that had notthe express sanction of 


law. But they said there was no need of moving instructions 
of this kind in the House, because every item not warranted by 


4 


law could, successively, be stricken outin committee; and so |< 





as they were kept out of the bill, what difference did it make 
how that was cd ne? But Mr. G. must be permitted to say thatin 
his view it madea very great difference. in the one case members 
acted under the liability to have their votes recor led by yeas 
and nays, and thus made known to their constituents’ In the 
other they did not. No yeas and nays could be cal in com- 
mittee, and the Journal would not show whether a :nember was 
even present when the bill was discussed. tut this was notall, 
By adopting these instructions, the House solemnly and delibe 
rately asserted the princl Je; but by simply striking vut items 
in Committee of the Whole, no principle was expressed, The 
expression of opinion would be emphatic if the Hou afler a 
general appropriation bili had beea prepared by the Committee 
of Ways and Means and actually reported to the Hou: se, Should 
recommit it, with orders to strike oulevery item not covered by 
law. This would be to conform to that great and vital principle 
of Republican doctrine, the necessity ofs pi cific api rupriations; 
a principle, the departure from w hich had been one main cause 
of that vast and promigate expenditure of the public treasure, 
that boundless mult iplicaiion of officesand emolumer which 
had marked the latter history of this Government. It was tiis 
which had enabled the Iiouses of Congress ! , as well 
as every department of the Executi 1c : 
offices, with the salaries attac! 
surate with, and regulate y : 
the time being, might hold and wield the patronage of 
vernment. A sum of $42,000 was appropriated for general « 
jecta, not specified; under which appropriation various extra 
clerks and oificers Somes grade and deseription had been cre 
atedto an extent uniold. Should the House refuse the instr 
tions he had; roposed, they would sanction ail that had inthis 
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wes pone 200 e, and would be acting seainst the good sound old 
Jeffersonian principle which they were all accus ied so highly 
to eulogize. What had Jefferson said eto 
Congress? Mr. G. had, by accident, bee: an 
this morning, and, finding itso very mucht had 
written out an extract to be used in the pr Mr. 





G. here read as follows: 

“In our case, too, of the public contributions entrusted to our 
lirection, it would be prudent to multiply barriers ag t their 
dissipation, by ap propriating opavil sums to every specific pur 
pose susce ptible of definition; by disallowing all applications of 
money varying from the appropriation, or transcending it in 
amount; by reducing the undefined field of contingencies, and 
thereby circumecyibing discretionary powers over money; and 
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| ; : 
j by bringing back toa single department all accountabilities for 
i ' 
I 


examination may be prompt, efficacious, and 


unt n 
Yes, this “undefined field of contingencies,’ of which the pa- 
triot speke with so much truth and force, Was an area on wht 


pensioned out, and 4 ical partisans rewarded, witl itsna 








dow otlaw ihces hed been created, and emoluments attached 

em, ai the mere will and pleasure of mon, themselves Ir- 
responsible for thus acting, in the very tuce of their ackuow 
uardians of the people’s rights An appropria- 


Dlalued the facetious and not it 





i 

; 

| ippropriale name 

of an omnius, into which every sortof expenditure was crowd 

ed w h could find no other plate of retuge. The bill w 

| passed in Committee of the Whele, often when nov two-thircs 

of the House were in their seats, and then, in the House, t! 

| previous question cut off discussion. Thus the responsibility 

| of members for the expenditure of the public money, tf not de- 
stivyed, was at least greatly weakened. A return to specific 

| appropriations Was the ouly effectual mode oi introducing a 
Vallalne rejorm th tits imi porte 

| 


In advoc 





ranch of Jegislation. 
s, Mr. G. was not to be un- 
























Jore goulng ito committee fie wanted it toes 
nently a great priaciple 


} «} er , 
L011 perma 


Let every member hereatter, in v 





a 3a 4 sure against the particular llems bi 
| uded by the committee in the bill, and which this mnstruction 
}] would rescind Many of them might be very necessary and 
1} proper, and such as he should be willing to vote for in a pro 
per form: b the princi on whichthey obtained ission 
1} into this bi is Clearly wroug, and led to laxity and confusion 
| In the exyx ture Nts . The resolution of instrt 
| thon he had red, adopt enter into the parliamentary 
\ w of the House, and will establish a rule of ling 
Which fucure Congresses would not be likely to cep: rom 
}{ It was for thisreason he wanted the Hous ot it be 
| 
| { ffices and salaries, vote under res ty ) 
}} tel 3 But as things now proceeded, could 














d were create wili of men, themselve eresubor 

es. Th va g, uilerly wrong. Every office in the 

rome \ exl yy virti i la amd ol wa ‘ 
Mt sho be laid down y law, andth 

uld be fixed by law. Instead of this, office i- 

and by the thousand had sprung into a sort of ba ex 





uses which were ever so lia!:le to multi 
» accumulate inevery Governm 














House is pledged to “retrenchment an Wn they ¢« 
iged} ri crimination ut ea olner 
wW oll l ii herce dispute ecu i 
whic irty yeconomy. He W 
vore for ge now prove tl und 
heir attachme nd retrenchme v5 
lown : eneral princi which cond nor but lead 
ian my I trenening many unhwatta ed a a | per 


xpenditut He hopedthe motion for lnstwuctions w 
STUART here wanted Mr. GEnrry to consent to 
modify his instructions by adopting some amendment or 
ibstitute, which he read. but which was not sent tothe 
, ir accepted, and of which the Reporter could catc! 





ri LLMORE, having had the instructions of Mr. Gentry 
{once more, proceeded to say that he had been willing 


gentleman (rom Tennessee first moved them, that the 


















































ould atonce be taken witheut a word said. He sup- 
t moat ntiemen were present naw, who had been 
| ther day in Committee of the Whole, when the 
| ing was teferred to. He was now quite willing tha 
re decision of the House should be given under the sanction 
of yeas and nays, and recorded on the Journal. Butte held 
itdue to the Committee of Ways and Means, who had re 
he bill, to state the reasons which had induced them, 
y 2ining cettain items in the bill which weie not legalized 
by act of Congress, to bring the question before the House. 

Their first determination had been to act in strict conformity 
to the rule of order, and to strike out all those ttems which had 
heretofore had a place in the civil and diplomatic appropriation 
bills, but which were not covered by the express sanction of 
| *, But, oo further examination, they found that many of 
items of appropriation had been privileged so long, that 

the sudden excision of them atone blow would be attende 
with juences so very ip jurious to the public service, that 
the endsof reform woud t e defeated by taking so violenta step 
Inthe first place, they discovered that about one-half the 
clerks of the Senate would be included by sucha rule; but as 
they belonged to a co-ordinate branch of the Legislature, the 
House could exercise no control over them; although these offi- 
. by jaw, but rested simply on the ground of a 

reso Y he Senate. Then, asthe clerks pertaining to th 

| Jouse, one-third, if not one-half of them, were in the like situ 
ation. ec] appvioted by law were but six, and yet the 

| ty ! remployed was eleven; the residue emp! 

1] } ru rresolution of the House, or unde: emporary 
re re, al Ut express auth y ofanv!} . Besites 
hese,there were other useful and important officers of Govern- 
ment, who t eir offices by resolutions renpassed fi 1 yea 
to year: am rihese wasthe Reporter ofthe Suprem , 
His cffice had, formerly, existed uncer force of law, bi : 
years since the law expired, it had been ¢ Inned by appro 

i priato In the like circun ance wel Veral ol fit rn 

| nge f the House, wl mmpensation was but small wh 

| heir servic W bn port ri was the ca with ¢ 
A nt Li ria t erso lated wi m in 
e duties of the Library 
) i mec ‘} rhath a i vid 

j tal isl cat } mina i Cit ) 

| il ery col 1 } Tl 7 ue a 

j consequence, too, W 14 pro ut Hi 
ind vw in the cor t IIo 

reinsta i The commi had, there! mid 
i t had re Ito he iter i 1 

ri inthe bi rnd i the § me time Invite the 
House to the fact that they were wit it actu | n of 
iw, and leave the House to act upon t sioits seem 

j best, The committee inthis had at least sd prodentls { 
witha regard to what they co ceived to be their uty. 
had not felt themselves justified in cutting off all these eala 

ata blew, without so much as an Inquiry. ‘They had taker 
the caution of asking fromthe House authormy to report ano- 





239 


a ne cnet atinelneeneneneenete onan 


r bill cutting off such ofthem as were deemed unnecessary 


or inexpedient, and iegalizing the remainder. But tor fear that 
ight fail of getting hrough the 


rudentto put the items in the ball 











al) ake o! the Hou upon them bic hought the 
I way WOU e tthe appropriations stand, but to pass 
rsuppler ary bill disp with suchas were unneces- 
sary, and ioning the re y law He therefore hoped the 
msiru would not be adopted, although he was not opposed 
tothe pris € Which they were lo led 

Mr. GENTRY understood the gentleman at the head of the 
( mittee t Wi od Means to say that while 2 commit 
t avowed the prit ie@ ol retrenching appropriations not war 
rat di W iron é approprhk ion Db lLas sound ar ! proper, 


vel they were afraid to trust the question of these salanes with 
the House of Representatives, lesi the House should not do its 
duty; and therefore they had retatied them in the bill. Was 
that the gentieman’s postuiont 

Mr. FILLMORE resumed. He had sail the committe had 


deemed the m prudent course to be to insert the items in the 












































bi ind t ne tit cal attention of the House to the 

1 the 1 ry fear that, threueh the pressure of other 

t ine ( - isforeseen accident, t ot " | regulating 

€ not become a law, al dl the public 
ervi milet i 

Mi. F. said iad no desire to debate the questi Having 
ina hisexplanation to the House, he was now perfectly satis- 
hed to awa he cecisi of the House Could the committee 
ve ceriain that the supplem \ he should 
have no doubt of the propriety of the instructions proposed; but 
as that cerialnty would not be shown, he doubted & ex} edi 
ency of passing the resolution, 

Mr. RANDOLPH of New J rsey, moved previoas 
juestion * but consented to withdra e mouon at the request 

Mr. WISE, who prot wit. Mr. W cn observed 
hathe tuily agreed with the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr, 
GENERY] Inthe propriety of ons, and that 
every Hemin an ay anctioned by ex- 
! y law t thet 2 what was 
iw Inthe matter. That might be law in regard wan officer 
of this House which would not be law in reference ‘to aclerk in 
or f the Depgrument Phe ¢ ion ce red that the 
I of Represet ives shall | power to appoint its 
Speaker and o:her officers; which provision gave to the House 
alone power to say What officers it would have, how many, and 
at what 6: A resolution of the House, therefore, in rela 
tio the Ointment of any officer of the House, was law under 

Constiivtion, aithough its appointment of other officers in the 
like manner would not be; and he therefore hoped the mover 

u » modify his histructions as not to put out such officers 

il as | { rap s under y jou of the 

Wr. GENTRY ad tied the soundne 7 the prince laid 

W iby he tleman from Virgima, and tii that such was 
his own u tanding of the iter ion to be given to the 
structio Tht had I Vv }. 

Mr. WISE proceeded. Not only was a resoiutior f the 
it la to the pointment of its owa officers: an appro- 
priati was law tothe same extent he House, having 

wer toappoint its officers, might doit in either mode; either 


by passing aresolution, or by Inseruing an item in an appro- 
jid not cet limits tot House 








The House did 





i ' r 
ify ata give ) ill was for a clerk 
i Ww ecific approp: tation And, theretore. he Insieted 
re ougnt be an exception nad as (to all ilicers of the 
Llowse With this understandin: piion of the in- 
tructions Was not to trammel! the he Ilouse as to 





appointing its own officers, he should vot 
and, in complience with his promise, he t 
previous question. 

Mr. HABERSHAM desired to be informed by the chairman 
{ the Committee of Ways and Means, [Mr. Firtmore,] whe- 
vart of the balances for which these appropriauions were 
a ad net already been earned and accrued? 
Mr. FILLMORE. - From the tirst of January, of course. 

t as then taken on the demand for the previous 

was a second 
tion was orderedto be now taker 

dthe yeasand nays thereon; which were 


in fuvor of them; 
1ereupon moved the 











And the main question, being on agreeing to the inatructions 
red by Mr. Genrny, Was taker, and decided in the affirma- 








VYEAS—Mesers Adame, Landaff W. Andrews, Arnold, Ar- 








tngion, Ather Aycri Babcock, I r, Bee 1, Bic aek, 
Biidsey shaur ardman, Borden, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, 
5 s, Aaron V Brown, Mi Brow Charlies Brown, 


Jeremiah Brown, Burke, William Bucder, Wiliam O. Butler, 











G. W Caldwei C. Caldw J Cain, » Thomas 
J. Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Casey, Chapman, Chittenden 
John C. Clark, f Cc as A. ¢ r, Cowen, Cra- 
Vv Cush Data Gari Davis, Richard D. Davie, 
Dawson, D Deberry, } , Doig, Eastinan, Joho Fawarde, 
vei f doh yd, Cn es A. Floyd, A Law- 
I I Thon I i r, Gaal ] Gentry. Gid ings, 
G in, Williain O, Goode, Gord Graham, Green, Gus- 
Tvalste Harris, Hays, Weury, Mopkis lHiouck, Houe- 
IJubard, | f hi Weis, At w ik y, Lewis, 
I I { Low A in Me im, | McCtel- 
Meck 8. MM John J 
\ ! Meriwether, 3 «, Mor- 
fo N rd, Olives \ Partrid Payne 
J vy, ! KR Ae Bi iil, Rayner, Re- 
KR } I VW in Russell, 
J M. | r ¥, Shepperd, 
> > vy ss . Steenrod, 
A iy. fl J T. Stu 
' * j j B: TT “i, Til- 
j » Triprle { ‘ \ Buren, \ I swelaer, 
V" . Warren, Wa .W . Jaines W. Wil. 

Lew Williar Chii rif. Wallias 

NAY Messrs. She J. At ws, Ba 

( James { J i G f Wa 
fias , Lane, Maxweil, Osberie, Pope ane 
Salon , Soyder, Stanly, Toland, Joseph L. Wil- 

Winthrop, and Augustus Your z 

e ytd was agreed and, accerdiy y. th Com- 























SUCHANA 
county, Pa, azé 
e Union, an 


a 
- 
I 
I) 
j 
i 
i Sia 
i 
XN 
' 
) 
Ca 3 
‘ nee in ¢ 
vi 
1 i 


Mia 











CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


M 





NI 





the boar 


mbere; ¢ ,any communicauon 


isu s 





olanion ott 


ir. WALKER eaid that at 
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2 y yma OU Of 
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i é hen e Preside I 























fail the testir ike y said comm or collect 
i icatio i Wr ng} 1 >the Pres) 
pecti estimony or buildings sine March last, to 
wi ii sypers submitted to Pr lent Van Buren’s 
i | inning With roposais fey 
ur work of ? Odile wilding a papers sub 
y M Ml W i Provost, the commis 
he pubil i 73, t architect, re‘aung to said 
} ‘ ers addressed to the Postmaster General, 
lune, 1s iting to the bid dings, id betore said 
| ! 1 with the repize 
i } 1 th 
WOODBER ed 1 mect. af a modific 
| i ) 1a@sa i Ve W i } 1 
ionof Mr. MANGUM 
i } P f t ed State e re 
1 a S8!a I t, showing 
y ki ) i f a he price whe 
i i ) I \ k granite work 
e Wo plat rl amiting, giaz , Iron work 
z ! puilulig ne by contract; ior 
ind amot { re the 
oth yi penters, ¢ 
rs mont! e true ‘ae ta of the 
nto I and how n hi {K la 
nateria ind to wi Vitis du 4 Iso whe I 
1 made plan of the buildings since 2} 
| Ex ve, any alteratt sr i n v of the 
s fort work, or any p2 It; al if eo, by whose 
it t ion Was made, and 
i ii I ot y sucht Change, and 





many super 





‘¢ y WwW 1 
weemp oy said buildir heir compensa 
{ »y have to perform, and (he number of 
i are vged. And that similar 
t rela he Treasury lding and 











¥ ) era 
Thatt Pre el i ~ es he request 
i ; with they hnterest, ’ mintpt 
Sos rs ad et e President of the 
States or Department of State from citizens of the United 
y 1ims U Mexico, relating to the terms of the 
ion between the United Sta ind Mexico, prior or sub 
t he ¢ ’ the same ving objections to tts 
j i ‘ \ here i pies of the minutes 
| t uid convention up to the period 
mn they | e€ Ito act or dividual cases; also, copies ot 
tien fron > State D or from any other 
er. of the time and place o eting of said board; 
) { \ Ww hicatl W may have been ad 
a ea tt m he board appointed by the United 


her of them. touching the or ranization of 
ff proceeding; also, copies of the com 
inbers of said board, and of the instruc 
r Government to the said board or its 
the Jate American 
nentof State touching any 
itizens. 
ime this resolution was sub 
| to have been formed that it 
ioperate unfav m4 the claims which had already 
vindicated by th Now, nothing 
re foreign from his intention than that the resolution 
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rig 





1, a hasty opinior 





ad commission 














{have jencv. and it would be seen from the reso- 
self u ference was fairly deducible) Thi 
tac { he further proceedings of this board subse 

ye period when the report wasn ude by the board in 
resoluti ted on the Ist of July, 1841; and al 

1s yout and complete the ormation 

ih her ven hese were claims with 

} »which he esired to call the attention of the Senate 

were cases V h had b presented to the board, ahd 
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